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FOES  WORD 


Ihis  narrative  lias  been  prepared,  by  the  Historical  Division, 
AC/AS,  Intelligence  as  a  contribution  to  the  history  of  the  Army 
Air  Forces  in  the  current  war.  Che  study  has  been  drawn  largely 
from  materials  forv/arded  by  the  Historical  Section,  ninth  Air 
Force.  Dike  other  studies  in  the  series,  it  is  subject  to  revision 
as  additional  information  becomes  available. 
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Chapter  I 

IES  GiiLTSSIS  03F  All  AME9ICAJ  2ACEICAL  AIR  FORGE 
1ST  SHE  BUSED  ZIITGDOtl 


She  establishment  of  the  llinth  Air  loree  as  the  tactical  air  am 
of  the  United  States  Army  Air  Forces  in  the  United  Kingdom  (USAAFTHI) 
is  a  story  whose  beginnings  go  had-  to  the  earliest  use  of  tactical 
aircraft.  By  a  tactical  air  force  is  meant  an  organization  composed 
of  medium  and  light  bombers  and  fighters  which  nets  in  a  close  and 
equal  partnership  with  the  ground  forces  engaged  in  combat,  rather 
by  direct  participation  in  the  battle,  or  by  attempting  to  isolate 
the  combat  area  from  enemy  reinforcements,  it  has  become  an  indis¬ 
pensable  partner  of  the  ground  forces  in  modem  warfare. 

El*  100-20  Command  and  Employment  q£  Air  Power  gives  a  clear 
statement  of  the  purposes  of  such  a  force:'1' 

Che  mission  of  the  tactical  air  force  consists  of  three  phases 
of  operations  in  the  following  order  of  priority: 

(1)  First  priority — go  gain  the  necessary  degree  of  air 
superiority.  Ehis  will  be  accomplished  by  attacks  against  air¬ 
craft  in  the  air  and  on  the  ground,  and  against  those  enemy  in¬ 
stallations  which  he  requires  for  the  application  of  air  power. 

(2)  Second  priority — lo  prevent  the  movement  of  hostile  troops 
and  supplies  into  the  theater  of  operations  or  within  the  theater. 

(3)  Ihird  priority — So  participate  in  a  combined  effort  of  the 
air  and  ground  forces,  in  the  battle  area,  to  gain  objectives  on 
the  immediate  front  of  the  ground  forces. 

In  some  respects,  this  type  of  air  force  represents  a  return  to 


some  of  the  ShcorLn  of  Uorld  'Tar  I  since  in  that  conflict  both  American 


and  British  aviation  were  rigidly  under  the  control  of  the  ground  forces, 
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and  acted,  in  closest  concert  with  them.  In  the  Spanish  Civil  Uar  of 
1936-39,  franco  had  used  planes  in  direct  support  of  his  ground 
forces  during  the  march  up  the  Cagus  Valley,  and  the  German  Air  Force 
had  "been  so  employed  in  Poland  and  France,  In  all  three  cases,  air 
power  had  been  completely  dominated  by  the  ideas,  concepts,  and 
commando  of  the  ground  force  commander. 

It  remained  for  the  British  to  develop  the  idea  of  equal  coopera¬ 
tion  beti/ean  air  and  ground  during  the  latter  months  of  the  African 
campaigns.  In  1939,  General  '.'avell  remarked  in  the  course  of  a  lecture 
at  Oxford  that  "the  commander  idth  imagination  .  .  .  must  be  able  to 
handle  air  forces  with  the  same  knowledge  as  forces  on  lancL  .  .  . 

It  is  the  combination  of  the  two ,  never  the  action  of  one  alone ,  that 
will  bring  success  for  a  future  war. ,|2 

These  precepts  were  carried  out  with  great  skill  by  the  3ritish 
during  the  tragic  retreats  of  1943  when  Ho  mmol  seemed  about  to  end 
the  war  in  Africa.  Under  the  pressure  of  impending  defeat,  the  air 
.and  ground  forces  achieved  a  degree  of  mobility,  effectiveness,  and 
above  all,  of  cooperation  hitherto  unknown  in  modem  war.  The  air 
operations  staff  now  worked  beside  the  army  operations  staff,  and 
the  air  plan  for  cooperation  with  the  ground  troops  wa3  worked  out 
by  both  staffs  in  daily  meetings.  Che  joint  air-ground  headquarters 
was  divided  into  forward  and  rear  echelons.  Che  rear  echelon  main¬ 
tained  contact  with  command  headquarters  in  Cairo,  and  acted  as  a 
connecting  link  between  Cairo  and  the  forward  echelon  which  controlled 
the  fighter  and  bomber  groups.  To  assure  for  such  groups  a  maximum 
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mobility,  their  operations  were  controlled  from  three  vehicles  which 

rr 

could  keep  up  with  the  most  rapidly  shifting  front.  Che  unit  which 
coordinated  air  actions  with  ground  forces  was  a  .joint  Army-EAE 
agency  laiO’,m  as  the  Air  Support  Control.  It  received  information 
from  both  air  and  ground  sources,  acted  as  a  clearing  house  on  re¬ 
quests  for  air  assistance,  and  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  the 

air  groins.  Aircraft  used  in  action  with  ground  troops  included 

4 

fighters,  fighter-bombers,  medium  and  light  bombers. 

During  the  critical  fighting  between  33  June  and  22  July  1943, 

HAS  medium  and  light  bombardment  dropped  2,900,000  pounds  of  bombs  in 
869  sorties  against  motor  transport,  airdromes,  ports,  and  shipping. 
Sorties  flown  by  medium  and  light  bombers  In  cooperation  with  the 
Sighth  Army  were  1,949,  and  3,800,000  pounds  of  bombs  were  dropped. 
Tight er-boabers  carried  1,160,000  pounds  of  explosives  in  1,413 
sorties,  and  fighter  planes  strafed  ground  installations,  motor  trans¬ 
ports,  tanks,  troop  concentrations  and  acted  as  escorts  to  light  and 

5 

medium  bombers  for  a  total  of  6,180  raids. 

Ehus,  out  of  the  German  threat  to  Egypt  in  1343,  air-ground 

cooperation  was  producing  the  most  mobile  and  flexible  employment  of 

air  power  ever  seen.  In  the  opinion  of  I&j.  Gen.  Lewis  H.  Brereton, 

himsolf  an  ezpert  in  the  employment  of  tactical  air  forces,  this 

6 

brilliant  use  of  aircraft  saved  the  British  in  Africa: 

Hot  only  tjas  complete  air  advantage  maintained  at  all  times, 
but  the  determined  and  successful  attacks  carried  out  con¬ 
tinuously  day  and  night  against  axis  advancing  forces  and 
lines  of  communications  permitted  the  British  withdrawal  with 


Mi  iOmmmU 

THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


only  minor  losses.  It  was  the  action  of  the  Eoyal  Air  Force 
alone  that  prevented  the  destruction  of  the  Eighth  Army. 

These  developments  v;ore  watched  with  great  interest  "by  the  U.  S. 

Army  Air  Forces.  Officially,  the  American  doctrine  that  air  units 

attached  to  troops  should  he  under  the  ultimate  command  of  the  ground 

force  commander  still  prevailed  in  the  Uar  Department.  The  Eqnl  ovme-nt 

g£  Combat  Aviation,  an  official  publication  used  by  the  Air  Corps 

Tactical  School  at  Ilaxvrell  Field  in  1939,  stated  that  the  "Air  Force 

is  being  employed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Coimnander-in-Ohief 

n 

of  the  Field  Forces5*?  and  11 .  .  .  our  tads  air  force  has  been  directed 

to  support  the  ground  forces  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 

8 

the  ground  force  commanders. 11 

The  progress  of  air  power  in  the  European  war  failed  to  modify 
'.rar  Department  doctrines.  FII  Ilanual  1-75  Combat  Orders .  published 
16  June  1943,  definitely  stated  that  "air  force  units  assigned  missions 
of  supporting  ground  forces  include  all  types  .  .  .  and  are  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  ground  force  commander  to  whom  assigned.11®  As 
late  as  IS  January  1943 ,  El  1-5  Employment  fl£  Aviation  of  the  Army 
repeated  without  the  alteration  of  a  period  or  comma  the  statement 
concerning  the  subordination  of  air  units  to  ground  control  which  had 
appeared  in  the  edition  of  1940.^ 

On  the  other  hand,  combat  experience  in  the  Kiddle  East  indicated 
that  a  different  concept  of  air  and  ground  operations  was  tailing 
shape.  As  early  as  September  1941,  !!aj.  Gen.  George  H.  Brett  had 
cabled  General  Arnold  that  "operations  in  Dear  East  different  from 
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any  as  yet  observed,  and  we  should  tie  attaining  benefit  of  the  ex¬ 
perience.  11  Shortly  afterwards  he  requested  that  three  special  ob¬ 
servers  be  sent  to  the  Iliddle  East:  one  to  be  responsible  for  opera¬ 
tional  liaison,  another  for  bomber  operations,  and  a  third  for  fighter 


operations.11 

Approximately  1  year  later,  in  a  lengthy  report  to  General 

Arnold,  General  Sr ere ton  paid  tribute  to  the  air  developments  in 

this  theater,  end  stated  that  many  of  the  lessons  learned  would  apply 

12 

to  operations  anywhere.  He  stressed  especially  the  success  of 

fighter-bombers  operating  in  direct  cooperation  with  tho  ground 

troops.  The  reason  for  this  success  was  due,  first,  to  the  high 

degree  of  mobility  maintained  by  all  commands;  and  second,  to  the 

maintenance  of  successful  communications.  IText  to  efficient  air- 

ground  cooperation,  an  adequate  coaisuni cation  system,  he  felt,  was 

13 

•'the  hey  to  success. !| 

Uhen  the  Horth  African  Theater  was  opened  by  the  American  land¬ 


ings  in  ITovenber  of  1942,  ideas  of  air  and  ground  cooperation  passed 
from  the  field  of  theory  to  actual  experiment.  As  was  to  be  expected, 
the  earliest  efforts  to  coordinate  the  two  branches  were  not  especially 
successful.  After  watching  some  of  our  first  attempts.  Brig.  Gen. 

P.  II.  Eobinett  wrote  to  General  liar  shall 


The  coordination  of  tank  attacks  with  infantry  and  with  air 
attacks  has  been  perfect  on  the  German  side.  On  our  own  it  is 
yet  to  be  achieved.  .  .  ,  Prom  this  front  line  seat  it  appears 
that  there  will  be  no  coordination  until  all  ground  and  air 
elements  bearing  on  a  single  common  objective  are  effectively 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  single  commander.  ...  I  an  sorry 
to  bother  you  with  this  tale,  but  it  is  the  mo3t  important  one 
confronting  our  land  effort .  m  1 , - 
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Commenting  on  this  letter,  General  Arnold  wrote:  "Eds  is  something 
that  I  hare  been  pomading  on  now  for  over  a  year — apparently  with 
little  success.  I  have  emphasised  time  and  tine  again  the  urgent 
necessity  for  having  perfect  team  play  between  the  Air  Support  units 
and  the  Ground  troops  .  .  .  . ,|15 

In  spite  of  initial  difficulties,  an  American  tactical  air 
force  began  to  take  shape  in  ITorth  Africa,  greatly  influenced  by 
British  pioneering  in  air-ground  cooperation.  Air  support  commands 
were  formed  and  assigned  fighter,  fighter-bomber  and  reconnaissance 
units;  medium  and  light  bombers  were  grouped  in  a  tactical  bomber 
force.  During  the  air  war  phase  of  activities,  the  bombers  operated 
directly  under  control  of  the  tactical  Air  Command,  but  when  ground 
combat  -developed  and  the  air  activity  entered  what  was  called  the 
“close-support"  phase,  a  portion  of  the  bomber  force  was  shifted  to 
work  with  the  filters  under  the  operational  control  of  the  air 
support  commands.  At  all  times,  close  and  intimate  cooperation 
between  air  and  ground  forces  v?as  provided.^1® 

Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Spaats  was  also  greatly  impressed  with  the  new 

air  tactics  growing  out  of  the  western  desert  campaigns.  On  19 

Tebruary  1943  he  called  General  Arnold's  attention  to  a  pamphlet 

prepared  by  Gen.  Sir  Bernard  Montgomery  and  distributed  at  a  recent 

17 

assembly  of  high-ranking  command  and  staff  officers.  According  to 
General  Montgomery  the  greatest  asset  of  air  power  was  its  flexibility. 
This  meant  that  the  "whole  weight  of  the  available  air  power  can  be 
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used  in  selected  areas  in  turn;  this  concentrated  use  of  the  air 

18 

striking  force  is  a  "battle-winning  factor  of  the  first  importance. 11 

It  would  ha  disastrous,  he  folt,  to  permit  the  air  arc  to  dissipate 

its  strength  in  "snail  packets  placed  under  the  command  of  army 

formation  commanders,  with  each  packet  working  on  its  own  plan,  She 

soldier  must  not  expect,  or  wish  to  exercise  direct  command  over  air 
19 

striking  forces. 11  Proa  this  it  followed  that  an  army  commander 
must  have  an  air  headquarters  with  him  which  would  exercise  direct 
control  over  squadrons  allotted  for  operations  in  support  of  his  army. 
Thug  through  cooperation  with  the  air  headquarters,  the  army  commander 
could  obtain  the  support  of  the  whole  air  striking  force  at  the  required 
place.  "All  that  is  required,"  concluded  General  Montgomery,  "is 
that  the  two  staffs ,  army  and  air,  should  work  together  at  the  same 
H.Q.in  complete  harmony,  and  with  complete  mutual  understanding  and 
confidence. 11 

Ihe  following  month  General  Spaate  reinforced  this  impressive 

tribute  to  the  advantages  of  air-ground  cooperation  "by  pointing  out 

to  his  chief  that  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  ITorth  African 

theater  were  not  special  ox  unusual,  "but  tended  to  approximate  the 

conditions  "under  which  our  land  forces  will  be  confronted  at  least 

during  the  2uropean  phases  of  the  war.  In  his  opinion,  our 

previous  concepts  of  air-ground  cooperation  were  completely  in- 
oo 

adequate.'"'  ’that  was  needed  was  more  adequate  protection  for  ground 
troops  against  dive  bombing,  better  reconnaissance  and  photographic 
work ,  and  increased  uso  of  the  fighter- bomber  and  medium  bomber 
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against  targets  in  the  tattle  area.  “All  these  forces,  as  enumerated 

above,  must  be  available  for  support  of  the  ground  bottle.  They 

23 

really  become  a  tactical  air  force,  “ 


Thus  General  Arnold's  ideas  were  confirmed  by  high-ranking 
British  and  American  officers.  Cn  15  April  he  cabled  I!aj.  Gen.  George 
B.  Stratemeyer  as  follows:  “Tory  important  that  you.  get  full  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  air-ground  technique — procedure  and  principles  of 
employment  from  Coningham,  Spaata,  llontgonery  and  other  commanders 
who  have  had  experience.  Send  information  and  data  back  by  plane.  “ 

In  his  reply  to  this  cable.  General  Stratemeyer  reported  an  interest- 

25 

ing  conversation  he  had  had  with  Gen.  Sir  Harold  Alexander: 

Yesterday  at  lunch  Alexander  told  me  that  he  did  not  consider 
the  Air  Forces  aa  lonjy  range,  artillery.  He  said  that  the 
Ground  Commander  who  considers  the  Air  Forces  as  such  does  not 
know  how  to  use  his  Air  Forces,  'then  a  proolem  comes  up  which 
affects  the  Ground  Forces,  General  Alexander  calls  Conlnghara 
in  and  Conlnghsm  tells  him  v&at  the  air  can  do.  Oonlnghan  is 
then  told  by  Alexander  what  he  wants  done  within  the  capability 
as  announced  by  Coningham.  Co  my  mind,  this  is  correct  and  our 
commanders  can  well  follow  this  example. 


>/1ien  General  Arnold  received  this  letter,  he  sent  it  to  Brig.  Gen. 
Laurence  Enter  with  the  remark  that  he  wanted  “to  be  sure  that  every¬ 
thing  possible  is  being  done  to  secure  a  definite  policy  on  this 
matter  issued  from  the  Far  Department  in  accordance  with  the  technique 
employed  in  Forth  Africa. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  Far  Department  accepted  the  new  concept 

of  air-ground  coordination  as  a  part  of  Its  official  air  doctrine. 

Writing  to  General  Spaats  later  in  the  month.  General  Arnold  gave  him 
27 

the  welcome  news: 
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”ith  particular  respect  to  the  Tactical  Air  Force,  the  ideae 
you  have  worked  up  and  forwarded  to  me  are  being  implemented 
by  Kuter  and  happen  at  present  to  be  going  full  ball  throughout 
the  Air  Forces  and  the  Jar  Department.  The  Var  Department  has 
officially  set  forth  the  doctrine  that  Air  Forces  and  Ground 
Forces  will  work  together  coeq.ually  and  ceordinately,  neither 
subordinated  to  the  other,  The  Tactical  Air  Force  as  the  Air 
Force  to  work  on  a  coequal  basis  with  the  Ground  Forces  in  the 
battle  area,  has  been  accepted  by  the  War  Department  and  ie 
now  being  prepared  in  Field  Service  Eegalation  form. 

As  finally  stated  in  FI  I  100-20  Gomnand  and  Employment  Air  Power . 

21  July  1943,  the  revised  doctrine  embodied  everything  that  the  Army 

Air  Forces  had  been  advocating.  It  was  definitely  stated  that  "land 

power  and  air  power  are  co-equal  and  interdependent  forces;  neither 

is  an  auxiliary  of  the  other."  The  importance  of  tactical  air  power 

was  recognised  by  the  statement  that  "where  ground  forces  are 

operating,  normally  there  will  be  a  tactical  dr  force. 11  Air  and 

ground  cooperation  was  insured  by  the  injunction  that  "tactical  cir 

force  operations  and  ground  force  operations  ,  .  .  will  be  coordinated 

by  means  of  timely  planning  conferences  of  pertinent  commanders  staffs 

P8 

and  through  the  exchange  of  liaison  officers." 

Thus  the  lessons  of  the  air  war  in  ITorth  Africa  were  finally 
accepted.  Ilodification  of  traditional  'Jar  Department  ideas  of  tac¬ 
tical  air  operations  v;ith  ground  forces  now  left  the  way  open  for 
the  formation  of  new  taetieal  organizations,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Combined  Somber  Offensive  Plan,  which  had  been  formulated  some 
months  previously,  contained  a  reference  to  the  establishment  of  an 
American  tactical  cir  force  in  Britain. 
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Che  Combined  Bomber  Offensive  Plan  was  an  outgrowth  of  the 
directive  of  the  Casablanca  Conference  to  ^conduct  a  joint  United 
States-Britieh  air  offensive  to  accomplish  the  progressive  destruc¬ 
tion  and  dislocation  of  the  German  military  and  industrial  and 
economic  system,  and  the  undermining  of  the  morale  of  the  German 
people  to  a  point  where  their  capacity  for  armed  resistance  is  .  .  . 

so  weakened  as  to  permit  initiation  of  final  combined  operations  on 
29 

the  continent.”  5?o  carry  out  this  order,  a  group  of  industrial 
leaders  and  other  experts  made  a  thorough  survey  of  the  German  in¬ 
dustrial  system  to  ascertain  the  places  There  aerial  attack  would  he 
the  most  damaging.  Che  results  of  this  survey  were  embodied  in  a 
document  drawn  up  by  British  and  American  strategists  and  approved 
by  Biker  and  Portal  in  April  1943,®®  generally  known  as  the  Combined 
Bomber  Offensive  Plan.  Phis  called  for  an  attack  in  strict  priority 
upon  a  limited  number  of  highly  selected  objectives.  Attention  was 
dram  to  the  fact  that  there  was  an  alarming  increase  in  the  number 
of  German  fighter  planes,  fo  counteract  this  dangerous  development, 
the  heavy-bomber  operations  were  to  be  supplemented  by  medium-bomber 
attacks  on  German-held  airdromes,  and  by  other  actions  generally 
preparatory  to  the  invasion  of  tho  Continent.  2o  carry  this  out,  the 
Plan  called  for  an  increase  of  the  Eighth  Air  Pore©  to  2,700  heavy 
bombers  by  1  April  1944,  cad  a  force  of  medium  bombers  totaling  800 
planes,  A  footnote  recommended  the  creation  of  a  tactical  air  force 


of  light-bombers,  plus,  reconnaissance ,  fighter,  and  troop-carrier 


elements  to  supplement  the  strategic  air  force  in  support  of  surface 
operations?^ 
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I-'eamMle,  the  Eighth  Air  Force  had  been  handicapped  in  its 
strategic  operations  for  several  months  owing  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  function  as  a  huge  personnel,  materiel, 
and  supply  replacement  pool  for  the  twelfth  Air  Force.3**  However, 
toward  the  end  of  1943,  a  policy  of  rebuilding  the  Eighth  had  been 
initiated  and  a  considerable  amount  of  equipment  was  sent  over.  On 
30  January  1943  the  Kar  Department  informed  General  Spaatz  that  it 
was  planning  to  send  11  medium-bombardment  groups  for  the  Eighth  by 
the  end  of  the  year.*^ 

It  seems  probable  that  the  ideas  in  the  Combined  Bomber  Offensive 
Plan,  plus  the  policy  of  increasing  the  heavy-  and  medium-bombardment 
units  of  the  Eighth  Air  Pore©,  suggested  the  idea  of  a  reorganization 
of  that  command  to  meet  these  new  demands.  At  any  rate,  in  late  April 
of  1943,  \-hen  the  bomber  offensive  plan  was  being  forwarded  to  the 
Combined  Chiefs  of  Staff  in  'Washington,  liaj .  Gen.  Ira  0,  Baker  sub¬ 
mitted  v/ith  it  his  OYm  Eentative  Proposed  Droop  Basis  for  the  Eighth 
Air  Porce.  (This  virtually  provided  for  a  tactical  air  force  within 
the  fabric  of  the  Eighth,  for  it  specified  a  large  air  support  command 

of  9  medium-bombardment  groups,  11  light-bombardment  groups,  5  dive- 

34 

bombardment  groups,  and  9  troop-carrier  groups.  For  reasons  that 
do  not  appear,  General  Arnold  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with  this 
proposal  and  decided  to  send  Ilaj.  Gen.  Pollett  Bradley  and  a  committee 
of  officers  to  England  to  study  the  situation  and  make  recommendations.05 

Dhe  Bradley  Committee  spent  most  of  the  month  of  I -ay  1943  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  also  made  a  special  survey  of  conditions  in  Eorth 
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Africa  with  the  intention  of  using  "the  lessons  in  organisation  and 

operations  in  Africa  ...  as  action  to  "be  taken  in  the  proposed  or- 

36 

sanitation  of  the  "VIII  Air  Force."  She  final  result  of  the  committee's 
study  was  a  highly  important  document  known  as  the  3radley  Plan.  It 
called  for  tho  creation  of  a  tactical  air  fore©  to  operate  as  a  part 
of  the  Hghth  Air  Force.  Shis  tactical  force,  which  was  to  he  an 
expansion  of  the  VIII  Air  Support  Command,  was  to  operate  first  from 
fixed  bases  in  England,  and  then  was  to  he  moved  to  the  Continent  for 
the  final  phase  of  the  war.“^  She  3radley  Han  was  submitted  to 
General  Fairer  on  28  I  lay  1943  and  after  receiving  his  approval  was 
sent  next  to  It.  Gen.  Jacob  C.  levers, who  approved, the  plan  with  a 

'ZQ 

few  modifications. “  3y  11  July  the  project  had  reached  'Washington, 

and  was  forwarded  on  to  the  t.far  department  by  General  Arnold  with  a 

„  39 

request  for  approval. 

At  this  point  it  is  necessary  to  turn  from  the  Bradley  Plan  to 
trace  the  threads  of  another  development  which  was  to  be  of  great 
importance  in  the  history  of  the  tactical  air  force  in  the  Buropean 
Cheater.  IJhen  tho  Bradley  Plan  was  first  oeing  considered,  a  sugges¬ 
tion  had  been  made  by  General  Bisenhower  to  General  i!ar shall  on  18 
July  that  the  administrative  setup  in  the  Ilediterranean  Theater  could 
be  greatly  improved  by  the  consolidation  of  the  2"inth  and  Twelfth  Air 
Forees.  This  question  was  the  subject  of  several  cables  from  the 
'Jar  department  to  Generals  ZLsenhower,  Spastz,  and  Brexeton,  the 
last-named  then  commanding  the  ninth.  Since  the  idea  involved  de¬ 
activating  the  Kinth,  the  question  of  a  command  for  general  Brereton 
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cane  to  the  fore.  A  conference  "between  Eisenhouer,  Spaats  and 
3roreton  on  33  July  settled  some  of  the  pro  oleins  connected  with,  the 
proposed  consolidation  "but  still  did  not  moke  provision  for  General 
Br proton's  future  activity.  On  29  July,  Eisenhower  suggested  to  the 
Uar  department  that  if  General  Brereton  could  not  be  used  in  some 
capacity  in  the  United  States ,  he  could  be  placed  as  deputy  commander 
in  Air  Harshal  Coningha&'s  tactical  air  force. 4^ 


General  Arnold  had  other  ideas.  On  the  31st  he  cabled  Brereton 

that  the  most  effective  use  of  his  experience  would  "be  "in  command  of 

the  Tactical  Air  Borce  now  being  formed  as  part  of  the  Eighth  Air 

Eorco  under  command  of  General  Baker. 11  He  went  on  to  say  that  "this 

Tactical  Air  Jorce  is  growing  rapidly  and  will  ultimately  consist  of 

ten  medium  groups  and  fifteen  light  groups  with  ample  fighter  groups 

for  protection. n  As  alternatives,  he  offered  the  general  a  responsible 

command  in  the  United  States,  or  some  sort  of  position  in  the  Cairo 

headquarters  after  the  merger  between  the  ITinth  and  Twelfth.43  A  few 

days  later.  General  Brereton  replied  that  he  accepted  the  offer  to 

command  the  tactical  air  force  under  Baker  "with  utmost  eagerness."* 

It  was  eventually  arranged,  on  the  basis  of  an  earlier  suggestion 

4d: 

from  General  Eisenhower  that  ninth  Air  Borce  personnel ,  both  combat 
and  service,  be  sent  to  the  Twelfth ,  except  for  certain  units  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  ITinth  Air  Borce,  end  from  Ia  Bomber,  Pighter , 
and  Service  Commands  which  would  go  with  General  3rereton  to  England.45 

Up  to  this  point,  nothing  seemed  to  indicate  a  separate  status 
for  the  tactical  air  force;  it  was  generally  assumed  that  the  original 
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plan  of  placing  it  under  the  Eighth  would  he  adhered  to.  However, 
euch  was  not  to  De  the  case.  Just  what  caused  this  change  is  not 
altogether  clear.  It  is  known  that  the  British  desired  a  unified 
tactical  air  force,  composed  of  both  their  own,  and  the  American 
forces,  and  had  suggested  that  Mr  Marshal  Sir  Erafford  leigh-IIallory 
command  it  with  Brig,  Gen.  Haywood  S.  Eansell,  Jr.  as  his  deputy.^® 
Ehis  suggests  that  they  favored  the  separation  of  the  proposed 
tactical  air  force  from  the  Eighth,  hut  v/hether  or  not  they  took 
the  initiative  in  this  cannot  he  ascertained  at  present.  On  6 
August,  General  Hansell  prepared  a  nemo  for  General  Arnold  on  the 
training  of  a  tactical  air  force,  in  which  he  suggested  the  training 
he  carried  out  in  the  United  States;  he  seemed  to  imply  in  this  docu- 
nent  the  existence  of  a  separate  and  independent  tactical  organisation 
not  a  part  of  the  Si^ith. 

Jpparently ,  these  questions  were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
air  forces  and  placed  on  the  agenda  of  the  UlMFMvI  conference,  which 
aet  at  Quebec  during  August  1943,  The  '.JUJBXST  meeting  officially 
endorsed  an  invasion  of  the  continent  under  the  code  name  of  07ZEL0EB, 
to  he  proceeded  by  an  all-out  attack  on  the  German  Air  Force  known  as 
Operation  P0I25BL41E.  It  approved  the  idea  of  a  combined  Anglo- 
American  tactical  air  force  as  distinct  from  the  Eighth  or  Strategic 
Air  iorce,  curd  selected  Air  Ijarshal  Leigh— Hnllory  to  command  the  new 
combination,  henceforth  known  as  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Mr  Force 
(AMP),  bhat  these  decisions  meant  for  the  air  forces  was  set  forth 
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succinctly  in  a  memorandum  prepared  by  AC/AS,  Flans : ^ 

Specifically,  it  becomes  necessary  to  establish  a  Strategic  Air 
Force  whose  primary  function  is  to  continue  the  operation 
POIBTSLAIE  prior  to  OYSFiOED  and  a  tactical  Air  Force  which 
will  be  trained  and  employed  primarily  in  close  cooperation 
idth  surface  forces  in  the  operation  OVEEbOED.  The  decision 
by  the  Combined  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  place  the  Tactical  Air 
Forces,  both  British  and  .American,  under  a  single  commander 
makes  it  necessary  to  clarify  the  command  relationships  of  the 
various  air  commanders  in  the  theater. 

Che  memo  then  draws  up  a  tentative  directive  which  definitely  refers 
to  the  American  tactical  air  force  as  the  ITinth.  From  this  it  seems 
apparent  that,  shortly  after  the  <3IAUSA3JE  meeting  agreed  to  make  a 
separate  air  force  of  the  tactical  air  arm  in  England  and  comoine  it 
with  British  forces  as  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Air  Force,  the  American 
air  authorities  decided  to  retain  the  name  which  General  Brereton1 s 
air  force  had  borne  in  the  1*1 dale  Bast  and  to  apply  it  to  the  tactical 
organisation  which  he  was  to  command  in  England.  Thus,  by  tho  be¬ 
ginning  of  September,  the  plans  for  tho  tactical  branch  of  the  Eighth 
Air  Force  had  developed  into  a  separate  ana  independent  air  force 
known  as  the  Uinth. 

The  creation  of  a  second  American  air  force  in  Britain  raised 
many  administrative  and  tactical  questions.  'Jho,  for  example,  was 
to  coordinate  the  administration  of  tho  new  liinth  Air  Force  with  the 
Eighth,  and  rhsfc  were  to  be  the  relations  of  the  tactical  air  force 
to  operation  P0I1TT3IA1BI? 

During  August  and  Septomoer,  when,  these  and  other  issues  were 
discussed  by  Arnold  and  Portal ,  some  differences  of  opinion  developed 
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between  the  two  air  chiefs.  However,  they  wore  agreed  that  Air  ilarshal 
Leigh-Ilallory,  the  new  Supreme  Tactical  Commander,  should  concern  him¬ 
self  primarily  with  the  broad  tactical  plan  without  becoming  entangled 

49 

in  administrative  details;  they  also  agreed  that  the  ITinth  Air  Force 
should  pass  to  operational  control  of  ASAP  at  some  date  in  the  near 
future.  It  was  finally  decided  that  the  adnini strati on  of  American 
air  forces  in  the  United  Fing&on  would  be  centered  in  the  Eighth  Air 
Fores,  and  on  15  October  1945  vihen  the  Uinth  was  officially  activated, 
there  was  also  established  the  United  States  Army  Air  Forces  in  the 
United  Kinsdon  ^USAitBUK)  under  General  Sa&er.  USAJSTEC  was  to  act 
as  a  sort  of  supereoumand  between  the  two  air  forces,  and  was  to  be 
responsible  for  strategic  management,  military  organisation,  and  ad¬ 
ministration  on  the  highest  echelon  level.  Its  general  staff  was 
identical  with  the  general  staff  of  the  Eighth,  and  its  special  staff 

largely  the  samo  as  the  special  staff  of  the  VIII  Air  Service 
51 

Command.  Thus  the  Eighth  *s  administrative  control  of  the  ITinth 
was  assured.  Shis  control  was  maintained  after  USAAFUK  was  replaced 
1  January  1944  by  United  States  Strategic  Air  Forces  in  Europe  (USSSA3?) , 
including  the  Eighth  and  Fifteenth  Air  Forces.  Since  the  directive 
provided  that  the  coi  mending  general,  USSTAF,  would  continue  to  be 
responsible  for  admini strati ve  control  of  air  force  units,  including 
base  services,  in  the  area  of  his  command,  it  is  clear  that  the 
extinction  of  USAAFUF  made  no  real  change  in  the  administrative  re¬ 
lations  of  the  Eighth  and  ITinth.5^ 

For  a  time,  the  llinth  received  its  operational  orders  through 
the  Eighth ,  but  with  the  activation  of  AEAF  on  1  November  1943,  it 
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caae  under  the  operational  control  of  this  body  os  had  been  previously 

53 

arranged  by  the  Combined  Chiefs  of  Staff.  She  ninth  was  to  plan 
for  QVEELOBD  and  to  get  read;,-  for  it  as  soon  as  possible,  but 
operationally  it  was  first  cosmitted  to  the  support  of  the  Eighth 

*54 

Air  Eoree  in  carrying  out  P01H3SL41K.  ~  Site  details  of  these  opera¬ 
tions  can  be  found  in  Chapter  V,  out  before  they  can  be  traced,  it  is 


necessary  to  explore  somewhat  further  the  growing  organization  of  the 
tactical  air  force. 
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Chapter  II 

JBEiBIISffiCCT  OF  3?±i3  IHE3EH  AIB  F0E03  III  3EI2AI1T 

She  first  "blueprint  of  the  organization  of  the  ITinth  Air  Force 

appears  in  the  Bradley  Plan  which  was  drawn  up  in  I3iay  1943.  It 

proposed  to  create  a  tactical  air  force  within  the  fabric  of  the 

Eighth  "by  a  great  expansion  of  its  Air  Support  Command.  tfhere 

were  to  "be  bomber ,  troop  carrier,  and  service  commands,  plus  fighter 

units  grouped  in  two  air  support  divisions,  and  signal,  weather, 

engineer,  and  reconnaissance  units. ^  Although  the  original  document 

did  not  contemplate  a  tactical  air  force  distinct  from  the  Eighth, 

the  provisions  for  the  air  support  divisions  closely  resemble  the 

final  organisation  of  the  1'inth.  As  Ilaj.  (Jen.  Henry  J.  F.  I-Iiller 

said,  "the  Bradley  Flan  is  the  plan  under  which  the  ITinth  Air  Force 

2 

will  operate,  and  the  Bradley  Plan  has  the  last  word. 11 

She  recommendations  for  the  service  command,  derived  to  a  great 

extent  from  the  experiences  of  the  African  campaigns ,  were  especially 

important  as  most  of  them  were  tahen  over  completely  by  the  new  air 
3 

force.  She  Plan  proposed  the  establishment  of  an  air  service 
strategic  control  area  for  heavy-bombardment  unit 3,  and  a  similar 
tactical  control  area  for  units  of  the  tactical  air  force;  this 
control  area  would  become  an  air  service  command  for  the  tactical 
air  force  when  it  was  located  on  the  Continent.^  Control  of  service 


18 
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organisations  was  divided  "between,  the  tactical  station  commanders 
and  service  command  officers.  Since  the  latter  were  to  have  juris¬ 
diction  over  technical  natters  such,  as  supply,  maintenance,  admini¬ 
stration  i  employment ,  and  training  of  all  service  personnel,  this 
arrangement  actually  enaoled  the  tactical  station  commander  to 
devote  himself  almost  entirely  to  operations,  and  the  service  com¬ 
mander  thus  acquired  considerable  freedom,^ 

IZherever  possible,  the  Bradley  Plan  proposed  separation  of 
functions  at  tactical  air  stations:  administration,  service,  and 
operations  were  to  "be  kept  independent,  and,  if  possible,  co-equal. 

It  was  deemed  especially  important  to  keep  the  functions  of  tactical 
command  from  becoming  entangled  with  proolems  of  supply;  to  make  sure 
that  this  separation  was  maintained  to  the  nighest  echelon,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  head  of  each  command  should  be  assisted  by  two 

g 

deputies:  one  for  operations,  and  one  for  maintenance.  Operations 

and  control  of  the  tactical  air  force  were  to  be  based  on  the  system 

worked  out  in  ITorth  Africa,  and  the  total  strength  of  the  force  was 

7 

set  at  230,847  men. 

It  is  interesting  to  point  out  that  thought  in  the  theater 
closely  paralleled  the  Bradley  concept  of  a  tactical  air  force.  A 
“Proposed  TTSaAP  (BAP)  fro  op  Basis,9  issued  by  the  Eighth  Air  Porce 
headquarters  11  August,  provided  for  three  air  support  commands,  a 
troop  carrier  command,  and  an  air  service  command.  Meanwhile,  Brig. 
Gen.  Robert  C.  Candee,  commanding  the  Till  Air  Support  Command,  ms 
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carrying  on  studies  in  the  organization  of  a  tactical  air  force. 

One  of  Ms  charts  dated  1  October  1943  shows  a  tentative  plan  which 
provides  for  a  bomber  command,  a  fighter  command  containing  tvro  air 
support  divisions,  a  tactical  air  service  area  command,  an  air 
defense  command,  and  an  engineer  command.  Shis  appears  to  he  the 
first  mention  of  these  last  two  commands.  She;/  had  not  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  General  Bradley's  report. 

After  being  approved  by  the  theater  commander,  and  then  by 
General  Arnold,  the  Bradley  Plan  was  suomittod  to  the  final  judgment 
of  the  Var  Department,  Eere  it  ran  into  difficulties.  On  13  August, 
General  Marshall  cabled  General  Devers  that  the  plan  was  being 
studied,  and  it  would  probably  be  approved  "with  modifications."3 
After  some  delay,  Devers  received  another  communication  waich  in¬ 
dicated  the  principal  objections  of  the  bar  Department.  It  was  felt 
that  the  VIII  Air  Borce  Service  Command  was  top  heavy  in  headquarters 
units,  and  elimination  of  the  special  organization  of  the  strategic 
control  area  was  recommended  since  it  was  believed  that  this  area 
could  function  under  the  Headquarters  of  the  VIII  Air  Borce  Service 
Command.  Elimination  of  the  headquarters  and  headquarters  squadron 

9 

of  the  oase  air  depot  area  was  also  advised,  Hie  final  decision  on 
15  August  included  all  these  recommendations  plus  two  additional 
provisions:  (1)  only  I/O  units  were  to  be  shipped,  but  technically 
trained  fillers  wore  to  be  furnished  to  fill  the  gap  between  standard 
I/O  units  and  theater  requirements;  ( 2 )  authority  to  increase  the 
l/O’s  was  not  approved.13 
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Che  decision  of  the  'far  Department  to  remove  these  headquarters 
organi nations  was  protested  by  the  theater  commanders.  The  service 
areas  had  been  introduced  into  the  Bradley  Plan  by  General  laxerr  as  a 
part  of  his  theory  of  centralized  control  with  de-centralized  opera¬ 
tion.  He  complained  to  General  Baker  that  this  decision  prolonged  a 
critical  situation  which  had  been  originally  criticised  by  the 
Bradley  Committee.^  In  a  long  cable  of  29  August,  General  Devers 
protested  to  General  Marshall  that  the  war  Department's  proposals 
nullified  the  Plan  and  upset  the  integration  of  functions  so  carefully 
established  by  the  Bradley  Committee.  He  believed  that  the  size  of 
the  area  where  the  IJlghth  was  operating  required  decentralisation, 
and  for  that  reason  he  strongly  opposed  the  elimination  of  the  stra¬ 
tegic  control  and  base  depot  areas.  Ee  concluded  with  an  appeal  for 

13 

an  unqualified  acceptance  of  the  Plan. 

Perhaps  the  strongest  protest  of  all  came  from  General  Saker. 

In  a  letter  to  General  Arnold,  he  stated  his  position  in  colorful 
and  vigorous  language:^*® 

There  met  be  something  wrong  with  our  system.  You  send 
General  Bradley,  General  Kherr,  and  a  carefully  selected 
committee  here  to  work  out  with  us  vfliat  is  required  to  give 
us  a  proper  maintenance  organisation;  we  come  to  agreement  on 
it  rearing  in  mind  always  the  necessity  for  saving  manpower 
to  the  maximum;  our  agreement  is  approved  by  the  theater 
commander,  comes  back  to  you  and  you  approve  it,  and  authorize 
us  to  undertake  its  inolementation  provisionally,  stating  that 
'far  Department  approval  is  expected  in  the  near  future;  we  get 
the  organ! nation  initiated,  going  to  great  trouble  to  provide 
the  headquarters  establishments  and  the  whole  new  organisation 
is  ahoving  rraeh  promise.  Then  some  individual  in  the  G-4 
Section  of  the  bar  Department  .  .  .  decides  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  all  wrong  and  throws  his  wooden  shoes  squarely  into 
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the  delicate  machinery.  .  .  .  ITo  greater  service  can  "be  per- 
forced  for  this  Air  Borce  than  to  obtain  the  approval  of  this 
plan.  It  is  now  nearly  three  months  since  it  was  agreed  upon 
by  people  who  ’mow  most  about  the  problem  and  the  best  solution. 

By  now  it  was  clear  to  the  'Jar  Department  that  there  was  a  slight 
difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  its  modification  of  the  Bradley 
Plan.  llaj.  Sen.  Barney  11,  Giles  undertook  to  explain  to  General 
Baker  the  reasons  for  the  changes.  She  Army  Air  Pores s  still  lacked 
some  £00, COO  enlisted  men,  and  as  a  result,  they  were  not  able  to 
oalan.ee  service  units  with  combat  units.  Because  of  this.  General 
Arnold  had  been  told  that  a  balance  must  be  achieved  or  the  activa¬ 
tion  of  additional  combat  units  would  have  to  be  stopped.  Part  of 
this  lack  of  balance  was  caused  by  the  additional  service  units 
specified  by  the  Bradley  Plan.  Since  they  had  been  unsuccessful  in 

getting  the  war  Department  to  reconsider  its  decision,  they  preferred 

14 

to  cut  out  service  organisations  rather  than  combat  units. 

An  additional  statement  soon  came  from  General  Marshall,  Imply¬ 
ing  to  General  Severs*  cable  of  39  August,  ho  stated  that  "the  Jar 
Department  accepts  the  Bradley  Plan  as  a  statement  of  a  requirement 
and  recognises  that  the  Plan  is  an  integrated  whole. I|1S  He  then  re¬ 
emphasised  that  the  shortage  of  manpower,  as  cited  by  General  Giles, 
made  it  impossible  to  achieve  an  ideal  organisation;  nevertheless, 
implementation  of  the  Bradley  Plan  was  receiving  "intense  study"  in 
the  Department.  Special  units  needed  in  the  theater  could  be  activated 
there  provisionally.  Drained  personnel  above  priority  assignments  would 
oe  sent  as  fillers  and  replacements,  but  within  the  percentage  assigned 


Manowrtffl 
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to  over-all  AAP  shipping  allotments;  this  personnel  was  to  oe  used  to 
organise  special  units  for  which  no  provision  had  been  made.  As 
these  groups  were  organised  on  a  temporary  basis,  the  theater  commander 
was  to  apply  to  the  bar  department  for  formal  constitution  and  activa¬ 
tion.  nb'e  shall  do  all  possible  to  send  these  trained  men  end  grant 
authority  for  your  activation  within  existing  policies.  Units  so 

id 

activated  will  he  charged  against  the  Bradley  Plan. 11 

Unfortunately,  this  cable  still  further  confused  an  already 
complicated  situation.  General  liar shall 1 s  remarks  about  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  Bradley  Plan,  by  the  bar  department  gave  General  devers  the 
erroneous  idea  that  the  original  Plan  v;as  now  approved  without  altera¬ 
tion.  therefore,  he  informed  the  General  that  his  understanding  of 
his  cable  was  that  “the  Bradley  Plan  is  accepted  and  that  objections 
raised  in  cable  R  1720  11  August  .  .  ,  are  rescinded. 11  He  assumed 
that  the  Eighth  Air  Pores  had  the  authority  to  activate  the  head¬ 
quarters  organisations  for  the  strategic  sir  service  area  and  the  base 

.  .  .  17 

air  depot  area. 

Ehese  statements  brought  a  quick  reply  from  General  llarshall. 
levers 1  interpretation  of  his  cable  of  3  September  was  incorrect. 

She  Bradley  Plan  T?as  accepted  by  the  Department  as  a  guide  only  to 
the  needs  of  the  Zigkth  Air  Force;  moreover,  because  of  the  inability 
of  the  bar  Department  to  implement  the  Plan,  he  considered  it  “out  of 
phase."*  He  still  insisted  on  the  vital  need  of  cutting  down  the 

*  By  this  time,  the  decision  to  establish  a  new  air  force  in  England 
to  take  caro  of  tactical  problems  had  been  made.  (See  Chap.  I)  In 
spite  of  this  change,  the  Bradley  Plan  was  still  considered  the  in¬ 
strument  to  regulate  the  situation,  and,  as  indicated  in  this  (cont'd) 
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flow  of  service  and  overhead  personnel  froc*  the  desirable  to  the 
absolutely  necessary.  “In  view  of  serious  manpower  shortage,  we 
cannot  fully  approve  Bradley  Plan  until  convinced  that  your  ab¬ 
solutely  miniaua  requirements  only  are  represented  in  the  Bradley 

ia 

Plan.  " 

By  now  the  situation  had  become,  almost  too  complex  for  the  usual 

channels  and  firsthand,  information  was  needed  by  both  sides.  Ehere- 

fore  the  'Jar  Department  decided  to  form  a  committee  of  officers,  with 

Col.  J.  u\  Baylor  as  senior  member,  to  go  to  England  and  consult  with 

19 

General  Severs  on  the  best  means  for  implementing  the  Bradley  Plan. 

She  Baylor  Committee  was  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  about  the 

2o 

1st  to  the  17th  of  October  1943.  On  the  whole,  its  final  recommen¬ 
dations  supported  the  original  Bradley  ideas  as  well  as  the  arguments 
of  the  theater  commanders  who  had  urged  the  acceptance  of  the  un¬ 
modified  Bradley  Committee  report.  Colonel  Baylor's  recommendations 
called  for  a  IX  Bomber  and  IX  Fighter  Commend  in  addition  to  the  two 
Air  Support  Commands  listed  in  the  original  plan.  For  the  IX  Air 
Service  Command ,  one  base  air  depot  area,  and  two  tactical  air  depot 

area  commands  were  added  to  provide  for  technical  supervision  of  the 

21 

service  groups,  and  opera, tion  of  the  advanced  air  depots.  through 
suggestions  made  by  General  Srereton,  a  considers  ole  saving  in  per¬ 
sonnel  was  achieved  without  deviating  from  the  basic  Bradley  concepts. ^ 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  provision  appears  to  have  been  made 

(cont'd)  study,  the  provisions  for  the  VIII  Air  Support  Command  were 
taken  as  the  guide  in  the  organization  of  the  ITinth  Air  Force.  General 
Marshall's  remarks  about  being  "out  of  phase"  evidently  did  not  apply 
to  the  creation  of  the  separate  air  force,  but  to  the  implementation  of 
the  Plan  as  a  whole.  See  the  remarks  of  General  Hiller  as  quoted  in 
Chap.  I. 
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for  the  engineer  and  air  defense  commands  suggested  in  General 

Candee'a  chart  of  1  October.  However,  authorities  in  the  theater 

continued  to  urge  their  creation.  A  chart  of  15  October  issued  by 

Headquarters,  USAAFUK  includes  both  these  commands  ulus  a  fighter 

command  with  tvo  air  support  divisions,  a  troop  carrier  command,  and 

an  air  service  command  with  two  advanced  air  depot  areas,  a  base 

23 

air  depot  area,  and  a  transport  wing.  Eventually,  the  ’Jar  Depart¬ 
ment  approved  all  these  organizations,  but  it  was  to  require  con¬ 
siderable  proof  of  their  necessity  before  taking  action.  Meanwhile , 
the  Bradley  Plan,  with  Colonel  Baylor's  revisions,  was  approved  by 

Headquarters,  3H0U3A,  on  16  October,  the  day  the  ITinth  was  formally 

24 

activated,  and  subsequently  was  approved  by  the  War  Department . 

Preparations  for  the  transfer  of  the  remaining  units  of  the 

llinth  to  the  United  Kingdom  had  begun  in  September,  It  ms  decided 

that  the  following  units  of  the  old  llinth  would  be  transferred  from 

Africa  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  form  a  part  of  the  reconstituted 

Uintht  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Squadron,  ITinth  Air  Force; 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Squadrons,  IX  Bomber,  Fighter,  and 

Service  Commands;  the  26th  Statistical  Control  Unit;  the  414th  Signal 

Company  (Avn.) ;  the  303d  Signal  Company  Wing;  the  392d  Signal  Company; 

the  1058th  Military  Police  Company  (Avn) ;  the  13th  Replacement 

__  25 

Control  Unit;  and  the  696th  Army  rostal  Unit.  Other  parts  of  the 
tactical  air  force  were  to  come  from  unite  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  from  the  United  States.  She  Till  Air  Support  Command  and  the 
VIII  Sactical  Air  Service  Area  Command  were  to  pass  into  the  IX  Fighter 
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and  IS  Service  Commands  respectively,  and  the  surplus  of  headquarters 

personnel  caused  by  these  amalgamations  was  to  he  used  as  filler  for 

26 

units  later  to  he  activated  or  reorganized  in  the  theater. 

Final  details  were  adjusted  at  a  Joint  Commanders  Ileeting,  held 

in  the  theater  on  13  October  with  General  Faker  presiding;  also 

present  were  Generals  Brereton,  Butler,  Killer,  Chauncey,  Iherr, 

2? 

Quasada,  Bom,  Candee,  Ilarriner ,  end  B.  II.  Giles.  Ehe  purpose  of 
the  meeting,  as  Etated  by  General  Baker,  u&e  to  work  out  the  details 
of  the  ninth*  g  activation  using  the  VIII  Air  Support  Command  as  a 
nucleus.  2he  medium  bombardment  wing  of  this  command  was  to  continue 
its  regular  operations,  but  a  fighter  wing  tras  to  be  activated  at 
once.  Until  the  Sactical  Air  Force  went  over  to  the  command  of  Air 
karshal  leigh-Kallory,  Bolter  vac  to  be  in  general  charge  of  both 
Bigjhth  and  ITinth.  Uith  40,000  men  arriving  each  month,  a  great  or- 
ganisational  task  had  to  be  completed  in  a  very  short  time. 

On  15  October,  General  Ira  0.  Balter  became  Commanding  General 
of  the  United  States  Army  Air  Forces  in  the  United  Kingdom  (USAAFUK), 
and  on  the  sane  day  he  issued  the  first  of  a  series  of  letter  Orders, 
file  320.2,  transferring  units  from  the  Blghth  to  the  ninth,  and 
authorizing  the  activation  of  other  units  from  casual  pools  in  the 

23 

theater.  The  following  day  kaj.  Gen.  Lewis  E,  Brereton  assumed 
command  of  tho  ITinth  and  established  his  headquarters  at  SunninghiU 
Bark,  Berkshire.  Brig.  Gen.  Victor  Strain,  who  had  been  with 
General  Brereton  in  the  kiddle  Bast,  served  a3  Chief  of  Staff. 
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The  IX  Fighter  Command,  commanded  "by  Brig.  Gen.  31  wood  E. 

CpesaGa,  derived  its  headquarters  organisation,  from  the  old  LTinih. 

After  arriving  in,  England ,  this  headquarters  was  augmented  by  the 

headquarters  and  headquarters  squadron  of  the  44th  Bombardment  ling 

which  had  previously  served  in  that  capacity  for  the  1st  Fighter 

Division  (Prov)  in  the  Eighth  Air  force.  Several  key  officers  came 

from  the  United  States  by  direct  assignment. "  Additional  units 

included  the  67th  Tactical  Reconnaissance  Group  with  five  squadrons, 

and  on  2  November  the  354th  Fighter  Group  arrived,  thus  becoming  the 

32 

pioneer  i ‘us tang  group  in  the  Finth  Air  Force. 

The  IS  Bomber  Command  was  a  merger  of  three  old  organizations , 
each  with  considerable  combat  experience.  The  oldest  of  the  three, 
and  the  one  that  furnished  the  bulk  of  the  operational  units,  was 
the  3d  Bombardment  '.ring.  This  organization  had  been  activated  at 
Mitchel  Field,  7  June  1942.  later  it  was  shipped  overseas  and 
assigned  to  the  VIII  Bomber  Command.  As  a  unit  of  this  command,  it 
became  operational  in  the  spring  of  1943,  and  took  part  in  the  dis¬ 
astrous  mission  against  I^muiden  on  17  1-Iay.  As  a  result  of  this 
action,  it  was  temporarily  removed  from  operations,  and  on  17  June 
was  transferred  with  the  322d,  333d,  38Sth,  and  387th  Bombardment 
Groups  to  the  VIII  Air  Support  Command.  In  this  command,  it  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  operations  against  German-held  airdromes  in  France  when  it 

was  again  transferred  on  16  October  to  the  IX  Bomber  Command  under 

S3 

Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  3,  Anderson." 
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£he  tvro  remaining  elements  of  the  new  IS  Bomber  Command  had 
originally  been  under  General  Brereton  in  the  Middle  Bast.  She 
bomber  command  of  the  Middle  East  Air  Force  was  activated  on  12 
October  1942  at  Cairo  with  personnel  from  the  12th  Bombardment  Group , 
the  Halverson  Group ,  the  28th  Group,  and  from  USAIGAF  at  large.  On 
14  ITovember,  2  days  after  the  USAMXAF  became  the  1,'inth,  the  XXX 
Bombardment  Uing,  which  had  been  activated  at  Mcbill  Field  on  20 
July  1943,  arrived  to  join  with  the  bomber  command  of  the  former 
U3AIGAF  to  form  the  IX  Bomber  Command  in  General  Brerefcon’s  new  air 
force.  After  an  outstanding  record  in  the  remaining  African  campaigns, 
the  headquarters  organisation  of  this  command  was  selected  to  per- 
netuate  the  nans  of  the  IX  Bomber  Command  by  transferring  to  the  BTQ 
with  other  air  force  units  from  Egypt . ° " 

Unlike  the  other  commands  mentioned,  the  headquarters  of  the 
IX  Troop  Carrier  Command  did  not  come  from  Cairo,  but  was  activated 
in  the  theater  by  the  ITinth  Air  Force.  She  original  cadre  came  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  I  fro  op  Carrier  Command.3®  Also  added  at 
this  time  were  the  315th  Group  with  its  two  squadrons,  originally 
part  of  the  Till  Air  Support  Command,  and  the  434th  Group  with  four 
squadrons.  3oth  these  groups  were  assigned  to  the  50th  Troop 
Carrier  Jing,  which  had  just  been  shipped  from  the  United  States 
after  nearly  3  year s'  experience  in  training,  and  operation  of  trans¬ 
port,  maintenance,  air  service,  and  troop-carrier  functions.33 
Benjamin  F.  Giles  was  the  commanding  general  until  25  February  1944 
when  he  was  replaced  by  Brig.  Gen.  Paul  1.  Williams. 
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Ehe  nucleus  of  the  IX  Air  Service  Command  was  the  VIII  tactical 
Air  Service  Area  Command  vMch  was  transferred  intact  from  the  Si^ith 
to  the  ITinth  on  16  October  along  i/ith  six  Air  Depot  Groups  and  mans' 
units  of  lower  echelons.  I!aj.  Gen.  Henry  J.  3*.  filler  cane  from  the 
Eighth  to  asEiino  command  of  this  new  service  organisation  and  set 
up  his  headquarters  at  Grove,  Berkshire. ^ 

To  summarise,  the  bull-:  of  the  units  transferred  during  1943 
cans  fron  sources  in  the*  United  Kingdom.  Contrioutions  fron  Africa 
and  the  United  States  wore  snail,  being  10  and  55  units  respectively. 
Ihe  VIII  Air  Support  Command  furnished  3  bombardment  wings,  4  bom¬ 
bardment  groups  containing  IS  medium  bombardment  squadrons,  and  other 
smaller  organisations,  making  a  total  of  101  units,  iron  the  VIII 
Air  Force  Service  Command  came  most  of  the  organizations  of  the  IX 
Mr  Service  Command,  including  different  types  of  repair  squadrons, 
quartermaster  units,  air  depots,  station  complement  squadrons,  and 
ordnance  and  medical  companies.  A  total  of  53  units  came  from  this 
source. 

From  unspecified  organisations  in  the  Mghth  Air  Force  came  71 
units.  Service  groups  predominated  but  there  were  also  many  troop 
carrier,  signal,  quart ermaster,  and  engineer  units. 

Several  major  organisations  were  activated  in  the  United  kingdom 
by  the  Ilinth,  Ihese  included  a  bomber,  a  fighter,  and  a  transport 
wing,  the  Iroop  Carrier  Command  headquarters  and  headquarters  squadron, 
and  a  large  number  of  service  units  such  as  mobile  reclamation  and 
repair  squadrons,  station  complement  squadrons,  and  ordnance,  materiel, 
and  maintenance  companies.  Units  so  activated  came  to  119  by  the  end 
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Chapter  HI 

IHH  BUILD-OP  OF  COIu^MJS 


She  fundamental  organisation  of  the  ninth  Air  Tore©  during  the 
reisainder  of  1943  consisted  of  General  Brereton's  headquarters  atd 
the  Fighter,  3oiiber,  fro  op  Carrier,  and  Service  Commands,  with  their 
respective  wings,  groups  and  squadrons.  Later  Bagineer  and  Air 
Defease  Commands  would  he  added,  and  additional  fighter  organisations 
would  appear,  hut  these  first  four  commands  were,  for  a  considerable 
length  of  tine,  the  llinth  Air  Force.  Before  considering  each 
cosaiand  in  sane  detail,  certain  basic  considerations  need  to  he 
enphasl  zed. 

Uith  the  exception  of  the  Air  Service,  each  command  was  divided 
into  three  or  four  wings.  The  wing,  which  was  intended  to  he  an 
operational  organisation  rather  than  an  administrative  unit,  was 
divided  into  from  three  to  five  groups  that  were  again  subdivided  by 
about  the  same  number  of  squadrons.  In  general,  the  tendency  was  to 
emphasise  the  group  at  the  expense  of  the  squadron.  She  organization 
of  the  Service  Command  was  based  on  depots  and  service  areas;  only 
its  transport  unit  possessed  the  familiar  wing  and  group  setup.  She 
Bngiaeer  Command  was  made  up  of  regiments  end  battalions,  while  the 


Air  Defence  Command  was  eventually  eouroosed  of  night  fighter  squadron: 


and  an  antiaircraft  brigade. 
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From  the  standpoint  of  operations  ,  the  Uinth  might  oe  regarded 
as  a  union  of  tactical  stations.  The  tactical  station  was  the  basic 
'•cell1*  of  the  ninth  Air  Force.  It  was  the  actual  home,  or  base  from 
which  an  operational  unit,  usually  a  group,  operated.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  station  was  divided  into  three  main  functions:  (1)  tactical, 
or  operations,  (3)  administrative,  and  ^3)  maintenance  and  supply. 

The  tactical  organisation  consisted  of  the  group  headquarters, 
and  the  squadrons  engaged  in  carrying  on  whatever  type  of  operations 
were  performed  by  the  group.  In  addition  to  this,  new  personnel 
were  trained,  and  the  ground  crews  carried  on  first  and  second  echelon 
maintenance.  They  also  operated  the  tactical  message  center.^" 

The  administration  of  the  station,  or  "housekeeping, 11  was 

carried  on  by  the  station  complement  squadron.  It  ran  the  physical 

plant,  did  the  paper  work,  and  was  responsible  for  the  station  message 

center.  Assisting  it  were  one-half  a  military  police  eompahy,  an 

engineer  fire-fighter  platoon,  and  an  Army  postal  unit.  Personnel 

from  the  31st  weather  Squadron  and  the  40th  llobile  Communications 

Squadron  operated  the  weather  station,  A  small  EAF  Utilities  Unit 

completed  the  housekeeping  staff.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  no 

medical  unit  was  attached  to  the  station.  Such  unitf  were  assigned 

to  tactical  groups  rather  than  to  the  stations  themselves.  The  senior 

medical  officer  of  an  operational  unit  also  served  as  station  surgeon 

and  furnished  whatever  medical  attention  ms  needed  by  station 
2 

personnel. 
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Supply,  repair,  and  maintenance  at  the  station  uero  carried  on 
"by  a  service  team  usually  composed  of  six  units,  formed  from  mainte¬ 
nance  and  repair  personnel.  It  handled  third  echelon  maintenance 
and  supplies  for  aircraft  and  third  and  fourth  echelon  repairs  on 
crashed  planes.  Trucking,  ordnance,  and  quartermaster  supplies  were 
managed  by  appropriate  organisations.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
fighter  and  bomber  stations  also  possessed  one-half  a  chemical 
company  for  air  operations. 

Insofar  as  possible,  couplet a  separation  was  maintained  between 
these  three  divisions  of  a  station.  Tighter,  bomber,  or  troop  carrier 
units  communicated  directly  with  their  irtng  headquarters,  and  only 
matters  pertaining  to  local  administration  and  housekeeping  went 
through,  the  station  headquarters.  Service  organisations  dealt 
direetly  tjith  the  next  higher  echelon  of  the  Service  Command;  the 
station  commander  could  tall  them  what  he  needed,  and  rhat  he  wanted 
done,  but  he  was  especially  enjoined  not  to  interfere  in  their  functions. 
Thus  the  doctrine  of  "centralised  control,  decentralised  operations 11 

fl 

was  carried  out  in  the  station  organisation. 

Airfields  were  provided  by  the  Air  Ilinistry,  the  first  selected 
being  originally  intended  for  the  Till  Air  Support  Command  when  it  was 
expected  to  become  the  tactical  air  force.  She  runways  were  planned 
for  Spitfires  and  Hustings,  but  when  the  Hi  nth  took  over  with  the 
'Thunderbolt  as  its  principal  fighter  plane,  longer  runways  were  re¬ 
quired  and  had  to  bo  constructed.4 
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Among  some  units,  usually  ground,  organisations,  a  shortage  of 

headquarters  sites  and  "buildings  developed.  She  establishment  of  a 

new  air  force  "brought  more  headquarters  organisations  into  "being 

than  had  previously  been  planned.  Likewise  the  construction  program, 

already  somewhat  behind  in  schedule,  was  further  delayed  by  increased 

demands  for  buildings.  As  a  result  some  organizations  had  to  put  up 

with  makeshift  buildings  until  nore  permanent  quarters  could  be  built. 

In  some  instances,  there  was  considerable  overcrowding  at  stations, 

and  there  was  also  much  shifting  of  nonop ©rational  units  throughout 

England.  Some  of  the  engineering  units  wero  occasionally  dispatched 

to  new  quarters  which,  upon  arrival,  turned  out  to  be  little  more  than 

pastures,  or  open  fields.  "Until  permanent  buildings  could  be  built, 

5 

the  troops  were  forced  to  carry  on  as  best  they  could.  Operational 
units  such  as  bomber  and  fighter  groups  were  much  better  off,  as  a 
rule,  with  fields  and  installations  that  were  permanent  constructions. 
After  the  beginning  of  1945  an  adequate  building  program  considerably 
improved  the  situation. 

During  the  winter  end  spring,  as  planr-  for  the  coming  invasion 
took  shape,  the  Iiinth  underwent  certain  organisational  changes  in 
preparation  for  the  great  attack  on  Pe stung  Ihiropa.  A  Iiinth  Air  Porce 
Planning  Staff  vras  set  up  in  London  on  15  December  1943,  composed  of 
officers  drawn  from  special  and  staff  sections  of  headquarters  who 
had  had  previous  service  with  Headquarters,  Cnief  of  Staff  Supreme 
Allied  Command  (COSSACJ,  Shis  section  worked  in  close  cooperation 
with  other  planning  groups,  and  together  they  worked  out  a  Iiinth 
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Air  Force  tactical  plan  for  operation 

At  approximately  the  same  time,  insofar  as  facilities  permitted, 
some  combat  -units  were  regrouped  near  the  coast  in  order  to  provide 
tetter  concentration  for  the  invasion.  By  the  end  of  April  about 
half  of  the  tactical  organisations  had  arrived  at  their  new  positions. 

Another  important  development  preliminary  to  D-day  v/as  the 
establishment  of  Advanced  Headquarters,  ninth  Air  Force.  On  17 
February  1944  this  unit  was  opened  at  Hillingdon  House,  Uxbridge, 
along  side  a  similar  group  of  the  Second  Tactical  Air  Force  (British) 
with  which  it  worked  in  close  cooperation.  later  advanced  units  of 
the  IX  Fighter  Command  moved  to  Uxbridge  to  facilitate  communications 
and  coordination  with  the  Advanced  Headquarters,  Hot  far  away  were 
also  located  headquarters  of  both  British  and  American  troop-carrier 
units.  Thus  the  area  around  Uxbridge  became  a  nucleus  of  advanced 
echelons  so  as  to  centralise  tactical  operations  after  the  first 
groups  were  engaged  in  combat  on  the  Far  Shore. 

IX  Eigtor  Command.  Following  its  activation  on  16  October  1943 , 
the  expansion  of  the  Fighter  Command  was  steady.  The  44th  Bombard¬ 
ment  bang,  originally  earmarked  for  the  Bomber  Command,  was  temporarily 
moved  to  the  Fighter  Command  along  with  the  S7th  Tactical  Eeoonnais- 
sance  Group  and  its  five  squadrons.  On  2  November  the  354th  Filter 
Group  arrived  from  the  United  States,  thus  becoming  the  pioneer 
Mustang  group  in  the  command.  It  was  later  assigned  to  the  100th 
Uing»  which  was  activated  on  the  34th.  Early  in  December  the  70th 
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Wing  took  shape  and  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  aa  additional  wing, 

Q 

the  71st,  was  added  to  the  rapidly  growing  command. 

On  1  February  aa  exchange  of  filter  groups  took  place.  She 
Eighth  transferred  the  358th  Group  U-ustangs)  to  the  ITinth  in  return 
lor  the  357th  Group  which  was  a  Thunderbolt  organisation.  Only  the 
70th  King  was  affected  lay  this  transfer.  She  84th  King  made  its 
appearance  3  days  later,  hut  did  not  "begin  to  receive  its  groups  until 
Kareh.  On  9  I-Iarch  the  303d  was  activated  completing  the  wing  allot- 

9 

ment  of  the  fighter  commands  until  after  the  invasion. 

She  history  of  the  356th  Squadron  furnishes  a  fairly  typical 

account  of  the  origins  and  training  of  one  of  the  smaller  units  in 

the  command.  Created  oa  15  November  1943  at  Hamilton  Pi eld,  Calif. , 

its  early  day3  were  confused  and  uncertain.  On  10  December  the  total 

personnel  consisted  of  3  officers  and  35  enlisted  men.  However, with 

the  now  year,  it  began  to  show  signs  of  life,  and  by  the  end  of 

January  1943  it  had  acquired  30  pilots  and  13  planes,  i  larch  and 

February  were  months  of  concentrated  flying  in  formation  with  combat 

practice,  aerial  gunnery,  and  defense.  Taey  were  also  months  of 

accidents  and  the  first  fatalities,  but  oy  the  beginning  of  April 

the  squadron  had  a  total  of  1,350  hours  of  flying  time  to  its  credit 
10 

since  activation. 

By  Kay,  dive  bombing,  strafing,  and  large-scale  maneuvers  with 
ground  units  were  the  principal  training  activities.  13  Kay  was 
something  of  a  historical  landmark,  for  on  that  day  Ca.pt,  James  H. 
Howard  assumed  command  of  the  squadron.  Captain  toward  was  destined 
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to  15000110  one  of  the  dost  daring  and  successful  fighter  pilots  and 

group  commanders  in  the  ninth  Air  force ,  and  under  his  guidance,  the 

squadron  was  to  'become  famous;  however ,  this  was  considerably  in  the 

future.  She  nickname  of  “the  '..Mu11  which  was  bestowed  on  the  captain 

at  this  time  by  his  pilots  in  the  squadron  indicated  something  less 

than  enthusiasm  for  his  training  methods,  however  necessary  they  say 
11 

have  been. 

But  the  work  continued.  August  was  marked  by  tactical  formation 
flying  and  many  inspections.  On  the  33d,  a  3-day  bivouac  at  Trout- 
dale,  Oregon,  under  camouflage  and  field  conditions,  proved  extremely 
valuable.  September  brought  core  inspections  and  much  low-level 
strafing  end  dive  bombing,  end  at  last  in  early  October,  the  long- 
awaited  day  arrived:  the  squadron  left  for  the  fort  of  Embarkation. 
Embarking  on  E.  II.  S.  Athlone  Castle .  they  docked  at  Liverpool  on 
5  Kovember  and  shortly  afterward  learned  for  the  first  time  that  they 
were  to  be  the  nucleus  of  the  I"  Fighter  Command  which  was  being 
formed  under  General  C„uesada.  Although  all  expected  a  few  weeks 
transitional  flying  training,  they  made  their  first  fighter  sweep 
over  EH  tier's  Europe  on  1  Becember,  and  carried  out  their  first  bomber 
escort  4  days  later  when  they  accompanied  Eighth  Air  Force  bombers  to 
the  Amiens  area.  Cn  the  13th,  they  took  part  in  the  longest  fighter 
escort  mission  till  then  recorded:  the  attack  on  Kiel  with  fighter 

in 

protection  all  the  way  over  and  back.  She  356th  Souadron  had  now 
come  of  age. 


i 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


37 


Meanwhile  the  lighter  Command  had  its  own  growing  pains.  Problems 

of  supply  dominated  all  others  in  these  early  days.  Shortages  existed 

in  each  department,  and  since  other  commands  were  faced  hy  a  similar 

situation,  there  was  a  wild  scramble  for  all  kinds  of  equipment. 

Dither  through  accident  or  design,  many  units  were  relieved  of  quantities 

of  equipment  at  the  POE  on  the  grounds  that  the  same  articles  would  he 

supplied  in  England  end  shipping  space  was  needed  for  other  things.  ^ 

14 

Although  denounced  by  General  Arnold,  ~  this  practice  continued  to  the 


great  benefit  of  unite  permanently  assigned  in  POD  areas,  and  cay 
partially  explain  some  of  the  shortages  in  the  220  that  proved  so 
galling  to  harassed  Army  administrators.  A  note  from  the  Fighter 
Command  staff  meeting  of  19  December  is  typical  of  a  situation  con¬ 
stantly  referred  to  in  minutes  and  special  histories  of  all  the 
commands: 


A-4  reported  that  information  has  been  received  by  telephone 
from  ...  D/C  of  Supply  Division,  IS  Air  Service  Command  that 
there  will  be  no  equipment  for  the  headquarters  of  IS  Air 
Support  Command,  or  the  Hq  of  the  100th  'wing  until  April.  this 
includes  all  equipment.  .  .  .  She  Chief  of  Staff  said  that  this 
statement  ...  is  certainly  not  satisfactory  and  they  should 
oe  able  to  do  better. 


Iherever  possible,  the  Eighth  Air  Force  was  used  to  furnish  needed 
materiel  to  the  liinth.  Shis  is  especially  true  of  aircraft,  since 
the  planes  used  by  the  first  tactical  units  were  Marauders  and  thunder¬ 
bolts  transferred  from  the  Eighth;  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  March 
1944,  the  liinth  was  still  dependent  on  the  Eighth.  1® 

the  most  important  organisational  changes  during  the  first  6 
months  of  the  Fighter  Command's  history  are  concerned  \dth  the 
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Support  Goonands .  For  some  time  it  had  been  intended  that  opera¬ 
tional  control  of  combat  air  units  should  be  exercised  by  wings  rather 

1 7 

than  by  higher  headquarters,"  3M.e  policy  of  decentralized  operations 
was  one  of  the  basic  doctrines  of  the  ITinth  Mr  Force,  and  was  applied 
widely.  In  this  case,  after  the  principal  object! res  of  an  attach 
had  been  set  up,  the  actual  composition  of  the  combat  force  ins  to  be 
determined  by  the  wings  who  would  then  issue  the  necessary  orders  to 
their  groups.  Since  the  wing  headquarters  was  to  be  located  at  a 
station  shared  by  an  operational  group,  the  wing  comnander  would 
replace  the  group  commander  as  head  of  the  station,  although  the 
wing  itself  was  to  avoid  involvement  in  purely  administrative  prob¬ 
lems  in  order  to  devote  full  time  to  operations.  In  addition  to  the 
usual  administrative,  signal, and  weather  units,  fighter  wings  were 
assigned  a  fighter  control  squadron  to  provide  liaison  with  ground 
forces. 

She  first  fighter  wing  to  become  operational  was  the  70th.  On 
3  February  it  controlled  a  mission  by  the  364th  and  358th  Fighter 
Groups,  and  was  congratulated  by  General  Quesada  on  the  successful 

|Q 

beginning  of  a  new  system.  However,  as  time  went  on,  the  lings 
ceased  to  bo  strictly  tactical  organisations  and  found  themselves 
becoming  more  and  more  involved  in  paper  work.  By  the  end  of  April 
the  Assistant  Inspector  General  was  forced  to  make  a  strong  appeal 
to  General  Brereton  to  direct  the  commanding  generals  of  the  IX  and 
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XIX  Air  Support  Commands  to  stop  channeling  administrative  matters 
through  wing  headquarters.  How  much  success  was  achieved  in  thwart¬ 
ing  this  ancient  and  apparently  Irresistable  tendency  in  arm;-  ad¬ 
ministration  does  not  appear  in  the  documents.^ 

Hie  creation  of  two  new  support  commands,  the  deactivation  snd 
reappearance  of  the  IX  Fighter  Command ,  all  caused  a  certain  amount 
of  confusion  in  nomenclature,  which,  fortunately,  did  not  extend  to 
the  operations  of  tactical  units  themselves.  It  had  originally  "been 
planned  that  the  IX  Fighter  Command  would  serve  principally  as  a 
transitional  training  command;  when  enough  units  were  operational,  it 

was  to  he  transformed  into  an  air  support  command  modeled  after  the 

21 

organisations  which  had  proved  successful  in  Africa,  On  14  January, 

General  Brereton  informed  General  Quesada  that,  beginning  with  the 

first  of  February,  the  Headquarters  and  Headouarters  Squadron  of  the 

IX  Fighter  Command  would  cease  to  function  as  such,  and  would  he 

redesignated  the  IX  Air  Support  Command;  at  the  same  time,  a  XIX 

Air  Support  Command  would  he  created  and  attached  to  the  IX  for 

33 

training  and  operations.  Ehus  the  original  Bradley  concept  of 

two  air  support  commands  was  to  he  carried  out. 

Consequently  on  1  February  the  IX  Fighter  Command  was  reorganised 

in  accordance  with  General  Brereton's  orders,  and  on  the  4th  the 

XIX  Air  Support  Command  made  Its  appearance,  with  personnel  drawn 

from  the  old  IX  Fighter  organization;  General  Quesada  was  placed  in 

charge  of  the  new  IX  ASC  and  Brig.  Gen.  Otto  P.  Ueyland  took  over  the 
23 

XIX.  In  order  to  obtain  sufficient  strength  for  the  two  new 
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commands ,  the  l/O  of  the  dormant  fighter  command  was  used  to  augment 
the  Air  Support  I/O  of  1  July  1943  and  the  total  strength  provided  by 
the  combined  l/O'c  was  divided  between  the  two  support  organisations. 

It  was  generally  assumed  that  the  Filter  Command  would  not  be 
revived,  but  on  21  February  General  Opesada  was  reappointed  commanding 

pA 

general  of  the  IX  Fighter  Command  "in  addition  to  his  other  duties," 
and  at  a  commanders1  meeting  a  weeb  later,  he  told  his  men  that  the 
old  fighter  command  was  very  much  bach  in  the  picture.25  Its  now 
personnel  was  to  be  dram  from  the  IX  and  XIX  ASC  and  its  advanced 
headquarters  woe  to  oe  located  at  TJrbridge.  3y  1  i larch  it  had  assumed 
control  of  all  operations  and  training  for  the  support  commands,  and 
served  as  an  advance  headquarters  for  the  fighter  organisations.  Ine 
IX  ASC  performed  the  administrative  functions  for  the  revived  fighter 
command,  while  the  XIX  ASC  remained  under  operational  control  by  its 
twin. 

About  this  time  occurred  what  amounted  to  a  switching  of  names 
between  the  two  air  support  organizations.  "The  IX  Air  Support  Command 
which  had  been  at  Aldermaetoa  Court  was  transferred,  less  personnel 
and  equipment,  to  IX&dle  "Jallop,  v;hile  the  XIX  Air  Support  Command 
which  had  been  at  Iliddle  Xallop  was  transferred,  less  personnel  and 
equipment,  to  Alderaaston. 1,26  By  this  tine,  some  pilots  had  passed 
from  the  old  fighter  organization,  through  the  bewildering  metamorphoses 
of  the  support  units,  and  bach  ayain  to  the  new  fighter  command  xd.th 
such  suddenness  that  they  left  a  long  trail  of  mail  and  personal 
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property  scattered  throughout  three  commands  and  were  slightly  dazed 
a’oout  the  whole  thing.  A  final  change  occurred  when  "both  the  air 
support  organizations  were  redesignated  Tactical  Air  Commands  on 
18  April  1944. 37 

As  the  tine  for  the  invasion  drew  near,  most  of  tho  commands  set 
up  advanced  headquarters  to  facilitate  control  of  thoir  units  when 
they  would  he  operating  across  the  Channel.  The  IX  Fighter  Command 
acting  as  forward  echelon  for  the  two  support  commands  was  located  at 
Uxbridge  where  it  was  closely  associated  with  Ho.  11  Group  EAF,  and 
with  the  Advanced  Headquarters  of  the  ITinth  Air  Force.  At  the  same 
time ,  Advanced  Landing  Grounds  were  acquired  along  the  coast  to 
accommodate  the  ITinth’ s  aircraft  in  readiness  for  the  movement  to 
the  Far  Shore,  Seven  of  these  ALG1  s  were  assigned  to  the  XIX,  and 
four  to  the  IX  Air  Support  Command.38  Although  the  American  forces 
were  not  able  to  take  over  any  of  these  fields  until  April,  and 
although  considerable  additional  work  had  to  he  performed  by  the 
Engineer  Command  before  the  sites  were  large  enough  to  hold  the  antici¬ 
pated  quota  of  3,000  men  each,39  by  1  June,  all  were  completed  and 
occupied  by  tho  pilots  who  realized  that  D-day  was  at  last  drawing 
near. 


IX  Bomber  Command.  L'ith  the  publication  of  G.O,  Ho.  123  by  the  ITinth 
Air  Force  on  12  November  1943,  tho  IX  Bomber  Command  tinder  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  E,  Anderson  began  to  take  shape.  Shis  order 
redesignated  the  old  3d  Bombardment  'Ting  as  the  S8th  Combat  Bombardment 
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Wing  U-0  and  the  44th  Bombardment  Uing,  now  transferred  back  from 

the  Fighter  Command  by  teletype  order,  as  the  99th  Combat  Bombardment 

Uing  (*ij;  a  third  wing ,  the  97th,  \/as  also  activated  from  new  per- 
30 

sonnei.  The  four  groups  which  had  been  a  part  of  the  old  3d  Uing 

were  now  divided,  the  333d  and  387th  being  sent  to  the  98th  Uing, 

and  the  333d  and  386th  to  the  99th.  Unlike  the  fighter  organizations, 

these  three  bombardment  wings  remained  the  only  ones  activated  prior 

to  the  invasion,  as  plans  for  a  fourth  did  not  materialise.  As  time 

went  on,  all  the  3-2S  groups  were  combined  in  the  98th  and  99th  rings, 

while  the  97th  became  the  light  bombardment  wing  with  the  409th,  410th, 

SI 

and  416th  Groups  made  no  entirely  of  A-S0's.w 

December  and  January  were  filled  with  a  wide  variety  of  ac¬ 
tivities  all  connected  with  the  rapidly  growing  organisation  of  the 
commend,  £he  usual  tactical  station  setup  prevailed  in  this  command 
as  in  others,  and  was  instituted  by  General  Anderson  in  the  December 
reorganisation.  Only  the  engineering  and  operations  sections  of  the 
squadrons  maintained  thoir  identity,  while  tho  rest  were  merged  in  the 
group,  and  the  squadron  tended  to  lose  some  of  its  independence.  In 
January  a  groat  deal  of  construction  work  was  carried  on  at  most 
stations,  and  by  the  end  of  tho  month  many  fields  were  read;/  for  the 
new  combat  Traits  expected  in  Debra- u/y  and  ’.larch.  A  pressing  problem 
at  this  time  was  the  shortage  in  the  solid-fuel  supply,  ’..bile  some 
of  the  older  stations  had  been  able  to  build  up  a  slight  reserve , 
many  of  the  newer  ones  v;ere  unable  to  do  this,  and  suffered  considerable 
hardships  during  the  Tiintor  months.  a 
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Intelligence  was  very  busy  at  tMe  time  with,  the  dissemination 

of  target  materials  and  mission  reports  throughout  the  command.  Bie 

increasing  number  of  operations  against  the  robot-bomb  installations 

in  northern  Prance ,  Belgium,  and  Holland  posed  a  considerable  problem 

in  target  identification.  Since  the  majority  of  these  "ski  sites," 

as  they  v;ere  called,  were  located  in  small  woods,  it  was  often  very 

difficult  to  locate  and  identify  then  properly,  therefore,  A-2  made 

especial  efforts  to  aid  the  pilots,  bombardiers,  and  navigators  by 

obtaining  better  reconnaissance  photos  and  achieving  a  wider  distribu- 
33 

tion  of  the  prints. 

A  valuable  improvement  was  made  during  February  in  the  bomb 
capacity  of  the  3-23.  Reports  from  the  Mediterranean  theater  indi¬ 
cated  that  instead  of  the  usual  load  of  sis  500-pound  bombs,  i&rauders 
in  that  area  were  successfully  carrying  eight  of  these  general-purpose 
bombs.  An  investigation  of  the  explosives  used  by  the  medium 
bombers  in  the  IX  Bomber  Command  revealed  that  their  bombs  were 
equipped  with  a  lug,  originally  to  convert  them  for  ITavy  use,  which 
prevented  the  successful  carrying  of  eight  in  a  B-35.  However,  e 
convenient  supply  of  obsolete  300-pounders  was  discovered  without 
this  lug  and  it  was  decided  to  make  use  of  then  for  the  two  extra 
bombs  as  long  as  the  supply  lasted.  Experiments  in  combat  missions 
having  proved  successful  with  the  sight-bomb  load,  it  was  adopted  as 
standard,  and  arrangements  were  made  at  the  depots  to  have  the  lug 
sawed  off  the  500-pound  bomb  before  delivery  to  the  stations.  Similar 
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experiments  with,  the  SEO-pouad  oo:ab  resulted  in  building  up  the  load 

34 

to  14  bombs  per  plane,  an  increase  of  40  per  cent. 

Another  important  development  in  February  was  the  organization 

of  a  pathfinder  squadron.  After  the  original  plan  of  transferring 

such  a  unit  from  the  Sighth  Air  Force  had  failed,  it  was  decided  to 

organise  one  in  the  IX  Bomber  Command  while  waiting  for  the  arrival 

of  equipment  from  the  United  States,  Consequently,  the  squadron  was 

provisionally  activated  on  13  February  with  a  temporary  I/O  which 

called  for  18  aircraft  and  13  crev/s,  Ilost  of  the  personnel  came  from 

the  command  except  for  22  specially  trained  enlisted  men  who  were 

brought  in  from  outside  sources.  !Fhe  first  assignment  of  aircraft 

consisted  of  9  planes,  instead  of  the  13  expected,  and  these  became 

operational  on  31  February  when  the  squadron  tool:  part  in  a  raid  on 

Coxyde.  Henceforth  the  work  of  this  unit  became  a  regular  feature  of 

35 

the  command's  operations. 

Increased  activity  marked  the  operations  of  the  Communications 
Section  of  the  command  headquarters.  Initiated  in  January  and  put 
into  complete  operation  on  24  February,  a  teletype  network  was  set  up 
for  the  dissemination  of  information  on  weather  conditions,  this  net- 
work  was  operated  by  a  detachment  of  the  21st  'feather  Squadron;  after 
the  movement  to  the  Far  Shore,  it  was  to  bo  run  by  units  of  the  40th 
I  labile  Communication  Squadron  which  was  being  put  through  its  training 
during  this  month.  There  was  also  a  considerable  expansion  in  1HF 
communication.  On  25  February  this  type  of  transmission  went  into 
operation  for  air,  air-to-ground,  homing,  and  air-sea  rescue  message 
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sending.  HE1  radio  seta  were  still  left  in  the  planes ,  however ,  for 

emergency  command  use  and  for  emergency  homing  to  bases  other  than 

'  36 

those  of  the  IX  Bomber  Command. 

Ehree  new  fields  were  acquired  by  the  command  during  this  month, 
leaving  only  two  more  to  b©  completed  before  the  full  quota  wag 
reached,  lieu  groups  and  crews  were  arriving  to  fill  out  the  skeletal 
wing  organisation  eet  up  early  in  the  command’s  history.  She  98th 
b'ing  was  in  charge  of  the  387th  and  394th  Croups  and  was  also  given 
a  temporary  jurisdiction  of  the  recently  arrived  391st.  She  323d  and 
386th  were  still  assigned  to  the  99th,  as  well  as  the  416th  which 
arrived  on  4  February.  Shis  group  of  light  bombers  was  originally 
intended  for  the  97th  'ling ,  but  since  this  wing  was  not  yet  ready  to 
assume  control  because  of  lad:  of  space  and  personnel ,  the  group  was 
given  a  temporary  assignment  to  the  99th.  During  the  last  wee':  of 
February,  a  portion  of  the  394th  Group  arrived  and  was  placed  under 
the  98th  b'ing.  The  four  original  groups  were  well  supplied  v/ith 
personnel,  having  about  80,5  crows  per  group}  however,  the  new  units 
arriving  came  with  only  57  crews  per  group  and  had  to  be  built  up. 

As  a  result  32  crews  were  sent  to  the  391st  Group,  14  to  the  344th, 
and  15  to  the  394th.  ^ 

She  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  operational  units  placed  a 
growing  burden  on  Operations  Section  of  headquarters  since  the  wings 
were  as  yet  confining  their  supervisory  functions  to  training.  On 
18  February,  Ool.  J.  0.  Xilborn,  operations  officer,  wrote  General 
Anderson  to  suggest  that  the  wings  should  now  assume  their  operational 
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control.  In  this  letter  he  pointed  out  that  the  increase  of  function¬ 
ing  groups  from  4  to  11  threw  a  tremendous  "burden  on  the  controllers. 
TUrthermore ,  A-3  did  not  have  the  personnel  or  signal  equipment  to 
deal  with  11  groups  and  set  up  missions  on  the  short  notice  which  the 
weather  frequently  required.  Che  system  of  inter-group  and  inter-wing 
rendesvous  was  "becoming  increasingly  "burdensome  and  could  be  handled, 
he  felt,  equally  well  by  the  wings.  The  increased  ratio  of  bombers 
to  fighters,  plus  the  differont  fighter  formations  available,  was 
mating  it  impractical  for  Operations  to  arrange  for  escort  squadrons, 
lor  these  reasons,  Colonel  Kilbom  recommended  that  the  wings  perform 
the  following  functions:  (l)  specify  sisc  and  type  of  formation, 
following  the  basic  I3C  Bomber  Command  directive;  (3)  select  the  ren¬ 
desvous  for  bombers  and  fighters,  and  indicate  routes  to  it;  (3) 
specify  methods  and  techniques  of  attach  against  different  types  of 
targets;  (4)  specify  initial  points,  axes  of  attacks,  rally  points, 

and  altitudes,  except  the  fighter  rendesvous  altitude.  The  lighter 

38 

Squadrons  were  to  provide  wing,  rather  than  group  escort. 

After  a  wide  discussion,  this  plan  was  accepted  with  minor 

exceptions  by  ITinth  Air  lore®  Headquarters.  To  clarify  the  latest 

ideas  about  wing  functions,  General  Anderson  stated  at  a  staff  meeting 

on  9  Ilarch  that  they  /the  wings/39 

will  never  take  over  any  administrative  work  of  Bomber  Command. 

"Je  are  trying  to  unload  on  them  the  maximum  amount  of  operational 
work.  On  the  15th  they  will  take  over  part  of  planning  a  mission; 
we  will  send  them  a  Held  Order  to  which  they  will  add  a 
supplement  on  assembly  of  their  wing  and  the  route  of  attack, 
etc.  As  far  as  admini strati on  or  supplies  are  concerned  we  id  11 
continue  to  work  direct  with  the  group. 
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However,  the  new  scheme  required  extensive  common! cations  between 

wing  and  group  headquarters,  and  at  the  time,  signal  facilities  were 

not  yet  available  to  assume  this  additional  load.  It  was  hoped  to 

begin  wing  operations  on  15  I  larch,  but  this  date  had  to  be  moved  into 

April,  and  the  new  procedure  was  not  applied  until  the  first  mission 

of  that  month  which  occurred  on  the  8th.  As  finally  put  into  effect , 

tho  new  plan  closoly  resembled  Colonel  Si  loom' s  suggestions.  She 

general  combat  orders  were  dram  up  by  the  Bomber  Command,  and  were 

then  elaborated  by  the  wing  which  specified  in  detail  the  role  of 

each  group  in  the  operation.  Apparently,  the  activities  of  the  bomber 

;dngs  were  successful.  In  the  words  of  the  Assistant  Inspector 
40 

General  £ 

Based  on  the  success  that  the  Bomber  Command  is  having  with  a 
purely  tactical  wing,  only  one  conclusion  can  be  drawn  with 
regard  to  the  Bomber  Command.  Shat  conclusion  is  that  the 
Bomber  Command  is  operating  its  wings  to  meet  the  needs  of  bomber 
operations.  The  present  system  is  successful  and  no  change  is 
indicated. 

Closely  correlated  with  wing  operations  were  the  studies  produced 
during  February  and  !  larch  by  the  Operational  Be  search  Section  tOKS) 
of  the  IX  Bomber  Command.  The  first  one,  entitled  "Eeeommendations 
on  Bomb  loading  and  Busing  for  Attache  on  Airfields"  came  out  21 
Bebruary.  It  uas  an  investigation  of  the  raids  of  3  October,  34 
October,  3  ITovomber,  and  13  December.  The  findings  of  the  study  indi¬ 
cated  the  probability  that  250-pound  bombs  should  have  been  used  on 
the  dispersal  areas  instead  of  the  500-pound  general -purp o s o  bomb,  and 
100-pound  instead  of  500-pound  bombs  on  the  main  hangar  areas. 
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•'Report  on  Bombing  Accuracy  and  Pattern  Dimensions  for  t3ie  IX  Bomber 

Command11  was  issued  on  1  I  larch,  Ehc  conclusions  of  this  elaborate 

piece  of  research  indicated  that  the  primary  cause  of  gross  errors  in 

bombing  accuracy  was  weather,  which  often  made  it  difficult  to  see  or 

identify  the  aiming  point  in  the  bomb  sight.  She  OPS  suggested  that 

aiming  points  be  more  carefully  chosen  for  easy  identification,  that 

the  navigator  should  assist  the  bombardier  in  target  identification, 

that  the  bomb  run  should  not  be  made  into  the  sun,  and  that  pilot, 

navigator, and  bombardier  should  be  kept  together  to  function  as  a 
43 

team.  Additional  studies  were  •'Report  on  the  Vulnerability  of  target 
2E1001"  (the  Ijraulden  U-boat  pens)  on  3  Ilarch,  "Railway  networks  as 
Joint  Objectives  for  the  IX  Bomber  Command  and  IX  Mr  Support  Command," 
18  March,  and  "Estimation  of  Effort  Required  to  neutralise  a  typical 
IToball  Installation"  which  was  issued  on  the  27th.  ^ 

Ehus  in  every  phase  of  its  activities,  the  IX  Bomber  Command  ex¬ 
panded,  and  its  operations  were  constantly  extended.  However,  two 
serious  shortages  threatened  to  halt  this  progress:  a  shortage  of 
bombs,  and  a  lack  of  sufficient  aircrews  to  man  the  planes.  2he  bomb 
shortage  first  made  its  appearance  in  February.  During  that  month, 
several  new  groups  nad  become  operational,  tv;o  missions  a  day  vers 
oeing  frequently  mounted,  and  the  average  bomb  load  per  plane  had  been 
increased.  All  these  factors  raised  the  demand  for  bombs,  and  early 
in  the  month  Ordnance  reported  an  acuto  shortage  developing,  especially 
in  100-  and  EOO-pound  general-purpose  bombs.  On  14  February  it  ms 
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reported  that  there  were  enough  100-pound  oohbs  for  one,  and  enough 

SOU-poumd  bombs  for  two  missions  left  in  supply  stocks.  A  statement 

from  the  IS  Bomber  Command’s  ordnance  officer,  it.  Col.  C.  P.  Yansant, 

charged  the  Service  Command  with  failure  to  build  up  its  stocks  of 

44 

bombs  in  spite  of  pressure  to  do  so  from  Ordnance.  Eeceipt  of  small 
stocks  and  balancing  and  redistribution  among  operational  groups  made 
it  possible  to  continue  attacks  on  the  Continent,  but  these  were  tem¬ 
porary  expedients,  and  the  complete  exhaustion  of  bomb  supplies  was 
an  immediate  probability. 

In  Ilarch  the  situation  came  to  the  attention  of  USEEAT ,  end 
Conors!  Cpmtc  cabled  to  General  Arnold  for  assistance.-5  As  a 
result,  on  investigation  was  made  in  the  United  States  which  showed 
that  relief  was  near.  3ombs  en  route  to  the  theater,  in  port  loading, 
or  on  order  to  port  totaled  315,410.  In  addition  to  this,  20,000  x 
500-pound  bombs  were  being  shipped  fora  surpluses  in  the  Iliddle  East, 
and  1,453  were  being  brought  In  from  Iceland.  During  the  week  ending 
13  Ilarch  a  large  number  of  light  bombs  ware  received  from  the  Eighth 
Air  Force ,  and  by  20  March  levels  were  attained  in  stations  for  the 
350-  and  500-pound  bombs.  Although  a  slight  reserve  was  continued 
at  tho  stations  until  31  March,  there  was  none  at  the  depot.  About 
this  time  an  agreement  \as  worked  out  with  USSFAF  to  coordinate  Eighth 
and  Tinth  Air  Force  requirements  and  since  the  Eighth  was  now  using 
considerably  heavier  bombs  than  the  ITinth,  to  release  to  the  latter 
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available  stocks  at  both  .iighth.  and  EAF  stations.  At  times  the 

tomb  situation  looked  critical  during  April,  but  judicious  use  of 

1,000-  and  2,000-pound  bombs  when  levels  of  the  500-pound  variety  were 

low  prevented  crises;  and  as  the  month  drew  to  a  close,  additional 

ag 

shipments  came  in  to  reinforce  supply  levels  in  the  depots.  ~ 

Che  shortage  of  aircrews  was  not  so  easily  handled.  Che  first 
sign  of  trouble  was  a  lack  of  bombardiers.  Che  standard  C/0  (1-127) 
for  a  3-26  group  allowed  one  bombardier-navigator  to  each  plane.  This 
proved  to  b©  insufficient  since  the  lead  plane  in  each  group  usually 
required  an  extra  bombardier,  and  special  radio  aids  like  £33  required 
two  to  four  extra  bombardier-navigators  uith  special  training.  Thus 
the  available  bombardiers  went  on  more  missions  than  any  other  crew 
members.  A  request  on  5  January  1944  for  90  extra  bombardiers  was 
unfavorably  considered,  and  the  arrival  of  nev,T  operational  groups 
brought  the  shortage  up  to  150.  Ileanwhile,  the  growing  manpower 
problem  began  to  affect  combat  crews  as  a  whole.  Replacements  had 
been  set  up  on  the  basis  of  57  crews  per  grot®,  but  vhen  this  number 
was  increased  to  84  crews,  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  flow  of  re¬ 
placements  did  not  occur,  furthermore,  the  official  policy  of  the 
command  was  to  release  a  man  from  the  theater  when  he  had  completed 
£0  missions.  Because  of  the  unusually  low  rate  of  casualties  among 
the  crews,  a  large  number  of  men  began  to  complete  their  50-mission 
tour  of  duty  just  about  the  time  the  combat  crew  shortage  developed. 
Tinder  these  circumstances,  the  command  took  the  logical  step  of 
canceling  the  50-mission  limit  on  operations  in  the  theater  early  in 
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Hareh.  Although  this  create!  a  temporary  relief,  there  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  drop  in  morale,  possibly  because  of  the  ray  in  which  the 
now  order  reached  the  men.  It  had  been  originally  planned  to  have 
the  information  given  verbally  by  the  comroonding  general  to  the  wing 
commanders,  who  would  in  turn  pass  it  through  the  command,  Unfortunately, 
there  was  the  usual  "leak51  and  before  any  official  explanation  could 

be  made  of  the  reasons  for  this  change,  the  men  were  well  informed  on 

/.9 

all  aspects  of  the  new  regulation.  “ 

At  the  same  time,  the  possibility  of  genuine  cases  of  operational 
fatigue  began  to  cause  General  Anderson  concern.  On  1  I  larch  he  wrote 
to  Ool.  A.  L.  Jennings,  surgeon  of  the  command,  stating  that  he  had 
heard  reports  of  numerous  crew  members  who  were  11  flak-happy 11  and  able 
to  continue  in  combat  only  because  of  the  great  effort  they  were 
making  to  complete  their  tours.50  Colonel  Jennings'  reply  on  8  liar  eh 
confirmed  General  Anderson's  suspicions.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
command  and  unit  flight  surgeons,  «there  is  definite  evidence  of 
operational  fatigue,  manifested  by  irritability,  sleeplessness, 
battle  dreams  and  so  forth,  present  to  sono  degree  in  60  to  65  per 
cent  of  combat  crows  after  about  thirty-fire  missions.  "6l  After  50 
missions,  it  was  felt  that  crews  should  have  a  rest  of  3  or  more 
months. 

Eo  combat  this  development  and  to  compensate  for  the  abolition 
of  the  50-mission  tour  of  duty,  a  new  operational  leave  policy  was 
established  on  3  April  by  the  command.  Haxlmum  leaves  for  light- 
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and  mediur—b omb  e  r  crews  "under  normal  conditions 11  were  set  at  1  week 

■between  the  twenty- fifth  end  thirtieth  missions,  and  2  weeks  between. 

the  fortieth  and  fiftieth  missions.  This  regulation  was  not  to  apply 

to  cases  of  operational  fatigue  which  could  be  handled  at  the  regular 

"rest  homes"  by  order  of  the  flight  surgeons,  nor  was  it  to  interfere 

53 

Tilth  the  normal  operational  effort  of  36  aircraft  per  group.  A 

further  adjustment  of  this  policy  came  on  21  April  viien  Headquarters, 

ninth  Air  Force  authorized  Bomber  Command  to  relieve  crew  members  from 

duty  (up  to  10  per  cent  of  total  strength)  if  their  operational  fatigue 

54 

was  interfering  with  the  efficiency  of  the  unit. 

Yet  these  efforts  to  relieve  the  strain  on  combat  crews  produced 
other  problems.  Ehe  greatest  shortages  were  among  the  pilots  and 
bombardiers,  and  yet  these  men  would  be  among  the  first  affected  by 
the  new  leave  policy  at  a  time  when  they  were  needed  the  most.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  the  command  wag  at  this  time  under  great  pressure  from 
General  Breretcm  to  Improves  its  bombing,  and  consequently  needed  all 
its  moet  experienced  bombardiers  for  training  and  operations.  Just 
at  this  crucial  moment  the  409th  Group  was  committed  to  night  bombing, 
and  therefore  required  a  bombardier-navigator  for  each  plane.  As  a 
result  49  officer  bombardiers  were  transferred  to  this  group  from 
the  B-36  units,  leading  an  average  total  of  76  officers  and  enlisted 
bombardiers  per  3-26  group  and  32  crews  without  bombardiers.''  In 
an  effort  to  carry  out  the  net/  operational  leave  policy,  as  well  as 
take  care  of  the  cases  of  battle  fatigue  that  were  growing  more  numerous, 
the  command  requested  Ilinth  Air  Force  headquarters  to  alio*./  it 
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Ehe  assignment  of  115  combat  crews  to  each  medium  bombardment 
group  is  "believed  to  be  excessive.  The  authority  for  placing 
of  combat  crews  on  rehabilitation  leave  within  the  theater,  and 
within  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States  is  an  authori¬ 
zation  only  and  will  not  interfere  with  your  operational  commit- 
sent  s. 


All  that  could  bo  hoped  for  was  that  after  1  July  the  flow  of  replace¬ 
ments  would  be  increased  and  that  groups  sight  be  maintained  at  ICO 
crews  each.  The  problem  therefor©  was  not  solved  within  the  period 
covered  by  this  study,  and  a  shortage  continued,  "that,  although  minor, 
was  yet  sufficient  to  affect  adversely  the  efficiency  of  various 

Eg 

groups  for  some  time  to  cone. 11 

One  other  difficulty  that  tended  to  retard  operations  \ta s  the 
delay  in  shipments  of  A-EOS’s  and  A-20J'e.  This  light  Douglas  bomber 
was  to  supplement  the  activities  of  the  Ilarauders  in  bombing  communica¬ 


tions,  bridges,  airdromes,  and  the  like,  and  it  was  planned  to  set  up 
three  groups  of  A-20 '  s  (409th,  410th,  and  416th  Groups)  under  the  97th 
w'ing  (I).  But  as  the  planes  arrived  much  more  slowly  than  had  been 
anticipated,  training  was  greatly  delayed,  and  the  groups  became 
operational  very  slowly.  Because  of  their  shorter  range,  these  light 


bombers  were  not  flown  across  the  Atlantic  like  the  mediums,  but  were 


dismantled  and  shipped.  Realising  the  need  of  having  the  necessary 

tools  and  parts  on  hand  when  the  assembly  of  the  planes  began,  requests 

59 

for  these  items  had  been  made  as  early  as  December  1943.  In  spite 
of  letters,  teletypes,  cables,  and  investigations,  practically  nothing 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


-  -  -  ro. 


cane  in  for  the  A-30.  let  vhen  some  planes  "began  to  arrive,  it  was 

found  they  were  not  equipped  with,  eztra  plexiglas  noses  or  side 

windows,  and  these  items  were  not  expected  from  the  United  States 

until  June  or  July.  Arrangements  were  finally  made  for  British 

60 

sources  to  manufacture  the  noses  and  side  windov;s.  Ehis  helps  to 
explain  why  only  55  Bostons  were  operational  out  of  a  total  of  125 
in  the  theater  hy  the  end  of  iiarch.®1 

In  spite  of  these  problems,  many  of  which  v;ere  incidental  to 
the  activation  of  a  large  command  in  a  remote  theater,  the  growth 
of  the  IX  Bomber  Command  is  one  of  the  outstanding  achievements  of 
the  ITinth  Air  Force.  By  the  "beginning  of  Hay,  "bombing  had  greatly 
improved,  organisational  difficulties  were  being  smoothed  out,  and  all 
was  in  readiness  for  the  highly  successful  attacks  on  German  comnoni- 
cations  which  ushered  in  the  preliminaries  to  E-day. 


IX  ffroop.  fiaEEi&E.  Command.  After  the  activation  of  this  command  under 

Brig.  Gen,  B„  F.  Giles,  the  first  operational  idng  to  be  set  up  was 

the  50th.  She  headquarters  of  this  wing,  composed  of  men  vjith  5  years1 

experience  behind  them,  was  brought  from  the  United  States  early  in 

October,  and  by  the  18thpcosmand  offices  were  being  established.  BOO 

General  Order  I7o.  3,  dated  16  October,  assigned  the  wing  the  315th 

Group  with  two  squadrons,  and  the  434th  with  four.  Barly  in  November 

the  435th  Group  arrived  and  was  assigned  to  the  50th  Uing,  thus 

completing  the  command's  skeletal  organisation  which  was  to  remain 

fi? 

unchanged  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year,  * 
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In  lebruary  1944,  additional  units  "began  to  arrive.  The  436th. 

Group  came  into  the  50th  ’ring  on  the  4th,  and  on  the  18th  the  315th 

Group  was  relieved  fron  the  50th  Ding  and  assigned  to  the  53d, 

although  activation  of  that  wing  did  not  take  place  during  the 

month.  On  the  23d,  the  53d  Uing  ms  sent  to  the  command  and  re- 

63 

ceived  the  435th,  436th,  437th,  438th,  and  439th  Groups.  In  I. "arch, 
the  52d  jflLng  and  four  groups  arrived  fron  Sicily  and  the  wing  organiza¬ 
tion  was  now  complete.  During  this  month,  additional  units  arrived, 
and  there  was  a  general  reorganization  within  the  command.  The  final 
arrangement  gave  "both  the  52d  and  53d  Uings  five  groups  each,  while 

the  50th  remained  with  four  only.  Shis  organisation  was  maintained 

64 

until  after  the  invasion. 

Co  a  great  extent,  the  activities  of  Troop  Carrier  Command  units 
prior  to  D-day  were  concerned  with  training,  and  they  are  discussed 
in  the  chapter  covering  that  subject.  Aside  from  training  problems, 
there  were  the  usual  difficulties  caused  by  the  supply  shortage  which,  as 
indicated  previously,  affected  all  commands,  Lhe  437th  Group  was 
told  at  the  staging  area  that  certain  essential  items  were  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  theater,  and  therefore  these  articles  were  innocently 
left  behind,  Co  the  surprise  of  no  one,  except  perhaps  the  437th, 
the  equipment  eventually  proved  to  be  unobtainable  in  the  theater. 
Glider-towing  ms  handicapped  by  a  shortage  of  Horsa  and  CG-4A  tow 
ropes,  D  rings,  and  sister  hooks.  The  tactical  air  depots  which  were 
to  furnish  the  supplies  were  usually  undermanned  and  often  widely 


3  V7  £?•>  H 
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scattered.  She  437th ,  for  ezample,  found  its  supply  problem  complicated 

65 

uy  the  fact  that  its  tactical  air  depot  was  140  dies  away. 

She  438th  Group  suffered  from  acute  transportation  problems. 

Che  advance  air  echelon,  was  supposedly  assigned  to  the  IX  Croon 
Carrier  Command,  "but  their  first  orders  sent  them  to  an  H^ith  Air 
force  base  vhero  their  arrival  \/as  a  complete  surprise.  After  vir¬ 
tually  touring  England,  trying  to  find  soma  one  who  knew  There  they 
vere  to  go,  they  received  verbal  orders  to  report  to  ITinth  Air  force 
Headquarters  at  Sunninghill ,  Ascot.  Upon  reporting  here,  they  were 
then  ordered  to  the  IS  Croop  Carrier  Command  at  Grantham  and  were 
assigned  to  hangar  field  which  they  reached  about  9  februaxy.  Ehey 
had  no  means  of  transportation,  lacked  their  enlisted  personnel,  and 
did  not  receive  their  planes  until  18  febru'-ry,  Eheir  supplies  had 
been  sent  to  Barks  ton  Heath  by  mistake  and  after  much  loss  of  time 
'were  finally  moved  in  by  motor  transport.  Heanvhile ,  the  rest  of 
the  group  were  assigned  to  hangar  field  and  arrived  there  on  11  !!areh. 
Hardly  had  they  sottled  down  when  the  entire  group,  united  at  last, 
was  transferred  to  Greenham  Commons  on  16  Ilarch.63  By  this  time  they 
were  firmly  convinced  that  th©  advantages  of  travel  had  been  over¬ 
emphasised. 

In  spite  of  various  handicaps,  much  was  accomplished  during  the 
first  months  in  the  220.  Extensive  training  ©zeroises  involving  air¬ 
craft  and  glider  formations  were  carried  on  as  often  as  the  weather 
permitted,  and  joint  operations  with  airborne  troops  in  paradrop3 
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and  glider  tows  were  practiced.  Some  freight  w&3  carried  in  the 

command's  pianos,  and  gliders  were  transported  to  marshalling  areas. 

The  gliders  were  shipped  disassembled  from  the  United  States,  and 

were  put  together  by  Troop  Carrier  mechanics  at  Camp  Columbia  near 

Greenhorn  Commons.  As  they  rolled  off  the  assembly  points,  they  were 

picked  up  by  C-47's  and  towed  to  the  areas  where  they  were  stored 

pending  the  invasion.  For  the  Horsa  gliders  leu  t  to  the  command  by 

the  British,  the  towing  pianos  were  sent  to  ITetheravon,  Berkshire, 

whore  theoo  craft  were  stored.  This  glider  transportation  became  one 

67 

of  the  few  activities  of  the  IX  TOO  not  concerned  with  training. 

Another  job  was  the  evacuation  of  hospitalised  American  military  per¬ 
sonnel  from  Ireland  to  Bn  gland.  Evacuations  began  early  in  December, 
and  when  the  310th  Helical  Air  Evacuation  Squadron  was  assigned  to 
the  50th  "iag  on  the  33d,  they  became  a  regular  feature  of  the  command’s 
operations. 

As  the  wing  organization  took  shape,  it  became  more  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  administrative  problems  than  was  usual  in  the  Xinth  Air 

Force;  however,  upon  inspection,  it  was  decided  that  this  adsaini stra- 

ii 

tive  supervision  was  required  by  circumstances ,  and  no  change  was 
recommended.  As  in  other  commands,  the  final  stage  in  preparation 
for  D-day  was  initiated  by  the  establishment  of  en  advanced  headquarters, 
and  the  movement  of  operational  units  to  stations  near  the  coast.  In 
April  advanced  units  of  the  command  were  moved  to  Eastcote,  in  southern 
England,  where  they  were  associated  witn  advanced  units  of  British 
airborne  troops.  The  site  at  Eastcote  had  the  advantage  of  oeing 
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near  advance  headquarters  of  the  ITinth  Air  lores  and  IS  Pieter 
Command  at  Bxbridge  and  not  far  from  ASAP  advance  headquarters.  Sms 
as  D-day  approached,  closest  cooperation  "between  these  organisations 


was  assured. 


68 


IX  Baaineer  Command-  Ihie  command  was  a  decided  innovation  in  AA? 
organization,  end  the  story  of  its  activation  is  therefore  of  con¬ 
siderable  interest.  Like  so  much  in  the  llinth  Air  Force,  the  idea 
for  a  separate  engineer  command  was  suggested  by  developments  in  the 
Iliddle  Bast  and  Forth  African  Cheaters.  General  Spaats  seems  to  have 
been  one  of  its  earliest  protagonists  for  there  is  a  reference  to  his 
interest  in  the  idea  of  a  separate  command  for  all  air  engineers  in  a 

go 

document  dated  13  February  1943.  However,  the  Bradley  Committee, 
although  usually  strongly  influenced  by  the  lessons  of  the  African 
campaigns,  made  no  provision  for  an  engineer  command  In  its  recommen¬ 
dation  but  scattered  the  units  throughout  various  organisations. 

But  the  idea  persisted,  and  an  "engineer  division"  was  shown  on 

tho  chart  of  4  August  1943  which  described  the  implementation  of  the 
70 

Bradley  Plan.  Shortly  afterward,  during  the  course  of  an  interview, 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  C.  Godfrey  stated  that71 

General  Spaats  spoke  to  me  of  his  strong  conviction  that  aviation 
engineers  should  operate  under  Air  Force  control.  It  worked  so 
well  in  northwest  Africa  and  every  one  seemed  to  agree  on  that, 
including  the  staff  at  Cheater  Headquarters,  Ehese  aviation 
engineers  have  done  well  because  they  were  a  part  of  a  trained 
team  that  made  up  the  Air  Force  and  were  recognized  as  such. 

nevertheless,  the  Bar  Department  was  hesitant  about  taking  such  a  step, 

and  therefore  no  action  was  taken  for  the  time  being. 
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Meanwhile ,  authorities  in  the  theater  went  as  far  as  they  could 

in  the  direction  of  centralized  control  of  the  air  engineers  without 

formal  Uar  Department  approval.  Ehese  officers  "believed  with  General 

Spaata  that  the  .Army  Air  Forces  should  control  units  doing  construction 

work  for  air  organisations  and  that  command  decisions  should  be  made 

by  engineers  rather  than  the  service  command.73  therefore  on  24 

November  1943,  1  warrant  officer  and  13  enlisted  men  were  assigned 

to  the  headquarters  of  the  Ninth  Air  Force  and  were  ordered  to  station 

474  to  establish  a  detachment  of  the  IX  Air  Force  Engineers  Section.73 

Unimpressive  as  this  event  may  seem,  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  XX 

Engineer  Command,  Ihree  days  later,  Ninth  Mr  Force  Headquarters  issued 

a  letter  ordering  the  detachment  to  assume  the  functions  of  a  command; 

Col.  Earl  B.  Schilling  was  placed  in  oharge.  During  the  nest  2  weeks 

there  was  great  activity  at  the  detachment  headquarters:  C/O's  were 

being  set  up  for  approval  and  conferences  were  oeiag  held  to  put  the 

74 

new  organisation  into  action.  About  this  time,  another  important 

event  in  the  history  of  the  engineers  took  place:  on  26  November, 

Matching  Airdrome  was  turned  over  to  the  99th  Bombardment  *,/ing,  thus 

becoming  the  first  field  to  be  completed  by  American  engineering  units 

in  England.  Shis  airdrome,  which  had  been  started  in  August  1942, 

contained  130,000  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  360  "buildings,  and  94 

acres  of  cleared  forest  lands.  It  vas  considered  completely  adeouate 

75 

for  all  operations. 

On  5  December  an  important  conference  was  hold  *.dth  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Engineering  Section  of  the  IX  Air  Service  Command.  After 
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some  dl  scansion,  an  agreement  ■was  reached  on  securing  engineering 
supplies.  It  vas  decided  that  units  of  the  Jhginecro  Detachment 
should  requisition  their  supplies  directly  from  SOS  engineer  depots , 
while  all  other  ITinth  Air  Force  units  were  to  get  their  engineering 
supplies  through  normal  service  command  channels,  She  supply,  storage, 
and  distribution  of  bull:  maps  was  ruled  a  service  function,  but  the 
preparation,  reproduction,  supply,  storage,  and  distribution  of 
special  maps  was  to  be  handled  by  the  Engineers  Detachment.  I  feint  e- 
nanco  and  supply  tables  for  engineer  units  would  o©  prepared  by  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  detachment,  who  would  also  be  responsible  for  all 

engineer  supply  planning  based  on  minimum  construction  requirements 

7C 

furnished  by  other  col— an-lr, 

She  decisions  of  this  meeting  show  that  a  consideraole  advance 
had  oeen  made  toward  setting  up  an  independent  command  for  all  en¬ 
gineering  groups.  A  further  step  was  tafeen  on  18  December  when  the 
ITinth  Mr  Force,  pending  final  approval  of  the  bar  Department,  re¬ 
designated  the  Engineers  Detachment  the  Engineer  Headquarters,  ITinth 

tin 

Air  Force,  and  ordered  it  to  assume  the  functions  of  a  de  facto  command. 

So  all  intents  and  purposes ,  the  commend  had  become  a  reality.  At  the 
same  time,  an  expansion  of  personnel  was  underway.  A  large  number  of 

78 

officers  and  enlisted  men  arrived  from  the  United  States  and  Iceland, 

and  on  25  January,  Colonel  Schilling  was  replaced  by  Brig.  Gen,  James 
79 

3,  Dewnan,  Jr.  3?rior  to  this  assignment,  he  had  been  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  VIII  Air  Force  Service  Command. 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


cBwrioewm  — - 


The  usual  supply  difficulties  made  their  appearance  as  the  command 

was  'beginning  to  take  shape.  Carbon  paper,  stencils,  stars?  pads,  office 

supplies  in  general,  wore  ver y  hard  to  find.  Transportation  facilities 

were  even  scarcer;  and  when  the  command  obtained  a  few  cars,  on  even 

00 

sore  serious  shortage  was  discovered:  there  were  no  drivers.  Goitrm- 

nication  equipment  was  equally  hard  to  find.  A  switchboard  borrowed 

from  the  1028th  Signal  Company  to  set  up  radio  cormruni cations  had  to 

be  returned  on  4  February,  and  as  a  result,  the  Engineer  Headquarters 

81 

was  out  of  the  radio  network  until  a  new  board  could  be  obtained. 

By  February  the  value  of  the  existing  engineering  units  to  the 

rinth  Air  Force  was  so  evident  that  efforts  were  again  made  to  secure 

its  formal  activation  by  Vashington.  General  Brereton  and  his 

officers,  supported  by  General  Arnold,  urged  that  the  'Jar  Department 

82 

take  action,  but  again  nothing  was  done.  “  A  second  attempt  in  I  larch. 

Q 17 

was  more  successful,  and  on  the  30th  the  IX  Engineer  Command  was 

Q/l 

formally  activated  by  the  ’Jar  Department . 


XX  Air  Defense  Oomr/iand.  Early  plans  for  the  tactical  air  force  in¬ 
cluded  a  provision  for  an  air  defence  command,  but  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Engineer  Command,  the  bar  Department  was  slow  to  take  action. 
However ,  on  16  llovember,  Brig.  Gen.  Dale  D.  Hinman  was  designated  as 
commanding  general  of  the  IX  Air  Defense  Command,  although  that  organi¬ 
sation  was  still  inactivated.  Pending  authorisation,  it  was  known  as 
the  Air  Defense  Headquarters,  ITinth  Air  Force.25 

’I ,Tith  the  arrival  of  the  51st  Anti-Aircraft  Artillery  Brigade  on 
9  February  1944,  prospects  for  the  activation  of  the  command  looked 
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better.  She  brigade  reported  to  the  headquarters  of  the  rinth  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Air  Defense  Section  for  administration  and  operations. 
Until  4  April,  all  personnel  for  pre-activation  operations  of  the  XX 


Air  Defense  Command  came  from  this  Brigade. 
87 

folloi/s ; 


86 


Other  units  arrived  as 


118th  AAA  Group 

30  Ilarch 

448th  AAA  (AW)  Bn. 

30  Ilarch 

550th  AAA  (AW)  Bn. 

30  Ilarch 

633d  AAA  CAW)  Bn.  (!■:) 

30  Ilarch 

635th  AAA  (AWJ  Bn.  (11) 

10  April 

555th  Sig.  Ah'  Bn.  Co.  D 

13  April 

31st  AAA  Group 

29  April 

On  30  I larch  the  IX  Air  Defense  Command  was  activated  by  the  ’Jar  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  commend  of  Brig.  Sen.  William  L.  Richardson,  General 
Hinman  having  been  previously  transferred.  On  3  April  the  51st  Brigade 
was  relieved  of  assignment  to  the  Ninth's  headquarters  and  assigned 


to  the  new  command,  undertaking  the  duty  of  furnishing  antiaircraft 
protection  to  units  of  the  XX  Bomber  and  XIX  Air  Sipport  Commands,®® 

Bo  facilitate  close  coordination  and  liaison  with  the  operational 
units,  the  Headquarters  Battery  of  the  brigade  moved  from  London  to 
Aldermaston  Court  and  established  a  headquarters  in  close  proximity 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  XIX  ASC.  Bhis  setup  was  maintained  without 
much  change  until  D-day  operations. 


gasgjfil  -gaits  fealsu  command  level.  By  the  end  of  ilarch  1944,  all 
commands  of  the  ITinth  had  been  activated,  and  most  of  them  had 
successfully  passed  through  the  formative  stages  and  were  awaiting 
the  test  of  invasion  operations.  Eheir  histories  have  been  oriefly 
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recounted  here,  escept  for  the  story  of  the  IS  Mr  Sores  Service 
Command.  Shis  organization  is  so  important  that  its  development  is 
covered  in  a  separate  chapter.  There  now  remains  to  he  treated  a 
few  special  organisations  which,  although  not  separate  commands, 
nevertheless  performed  vital  functions  in  the  air  force. 

The  all-important  work  of  providing  weather  data  for  aircrews 
was  handled  "by  the  31st  "eathcr  Squadron.  This  squadron  was  split  too 
into  more  than  60  detachments  which  were  attached  to  tactical  organisa¬ 
tions  throughout  the  ITinth  Mr  Force.  At  the  top,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  squadron  also  served  as  weather  officer  on  General 
Brereton's  staff,  and  there  was  a  staff  weather  officer  for  each 
echelon  down  to  and  Including  the  group.  These  officers  worked  closely 
\dth  the  A-3  or  S-3  Section  in  each  unit,  provided  the  crews  with 
the  latest  meteorological  information,  and  arranged  for  briefing. 

leather  detachments  with  bomber  and  troop-carrier  units  were  con¬ 
sidered  semipermanent  organisations  and  had  heavy  equipment.  Weather 
detachments  with  fighter  groups,  on  the  other  hand,  operated  from 
trucks  and  were  completely  mobile.  The  importance  of  the  work  of 
this  squadron  can  hardly  be  overemphasized;  in  many  cases,  the  success 
or  failure  of  a  mission  depended  on  the  correctness  of  the  weather 
forecast.  As  a  result,  great  pains  were  taken  by  the  weather  officers 
to  predict  weather  changes  with,  scientific  accuracy.  At  0400  and 
1600  daily,  the  weather  officers  at  the  Bomber  Command,  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  EAF  squadrons  assigned  as  fighter  cover  for  the  ITinth, 
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and' at  General  Brereton's  headquarters  held  a  scrambled  phone  conver¬ 
sation  to  work  out  their  two  daily  weather  forecasts  on  the  basis  of 
information  received  from  the  detachments.  If ter  this,  the  weather 
officers  would  study  the  list  of  missions  that  the  commands  wished  to 
fly  and  would  indicate  which  operations,  on  the  basis  of  the  forecast, 
could  be  flown  and  which  could  not.  Jin  accurate  record  of  weather 
on  these  missions  was  kept  and  published  in  the  Ilonthly  Operational 

an 

ifea.'isfrgr.  Escarp. 

Che  67th  Cacti cal  Eeconn&issanoe  Group  and  its  five  squadrons 

served  as  the  eyes  of  the  entire  air  force,  although  it  was  placed 

■under  the  administrative  control  of  the  IK  Fighter  Command  and  later 

of  the  IX  Air  Support  Command.  One  of  its  great  achievements  was  the 

photographing  of  a  long  strip  of  the  invasion  coast  during  February 

and  Harch  of  1944,  without  any  losces.  Photo  interpretation  was 

handled  by  a  mobile  subsection  of  intelligence  known  as  the  "Photo 

Center,11  although  the  bulk  of  this  sort  of  work  continued  to  be 

carried  on  by  the  British  Central  Interpretation  Unit  at  Iledmehham, 

which  employed  over  1,000  specialists.  Shis  organisation  was  the 

90 

main  source  of  photo  interpretation,  in  the  theater. 

Che  Chemical  Section  of  the  old  Till  Air  Support  Command  was 
transferred  to  the  Hath  in  October.  Some  key  personnel ,  however,  were 
sent  from  Iliddle  Bast  Cheater  of  Operations  to  take  charge  of  organiz¬ 
ing  chemical  activity  throughout  the  command.  A  conference  was  soon 
held  with  chemical  officers  present  from  all  units;  questions  of  train¬ 
ing,  supply,  intelligence,  and  chemical  warfare  were  discussed,  and 
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long-range  policies  adopted.  As  in  many  other  cases,  great  dependence 
was  placed  on  special  schools  conducted  "by  the  British,  although  as 
soon  as  possible  American  schools  were  organized.  Of  particular  interest 
is  the  Chemical  warfare  Ilobile  School  which  traveled  among  stations  of 
tactical  commands  giving  special  instruction  in  the  tactics  and  tech¬ 
nique  of  chemical  sprays,  incendiary  homos,  and  smoke  screens.^® 
nodical  work  was  largely  under  the  control  of  the  surgeonr  of 
the  four  major  commands ,  and  as  pointed  out  previously,  the  medical 
units  were  attached  to  tactical  organizations  rather  than  to  the 
stations  themselves.  Host  incoming  groups  were  already  equipped  with 
their  own  medical  officers,  and  whatever  additional  Helical  Department 
personnel  was  needed  came  from  the  Replacement  Control  Depot.  Usually, 
the  demand  was  much  greater  than  the  available  supply,  ike  principal 
tael:  of  the  medical  personnel  was,  of  course,  to  keep  the  planes  in 
the  air  by  making  sure  that  aircrews  and  ground  crews  were  in  good 
health,  IT  ext  in  importance  came  the  reception  of  new  units  and  the 
establishment  of  a  satisfactory  standard  of  sanitation  and  training. 
Training  included  the  instruction  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  the 
Helical  Department  and  also  teaching  the  principles  of  first  aid  to 

all  AAF  personnel.  Ifurses  in  the  ninth  received  their  instruction  in 

93 

the  schools  of  the  VIII  Bomber  Command. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  story  of  the  organization  and  build-up 
of  the  tactical  commands  in  the  ninth  Air  Rorce.  Before  an  account 
of  their  combat  operations  can  be  given,  however,  the  vast  operations 
of  the  Service  Command  and  the  ninth's  training  program, without  which 
no  bombing  missions  ana  fighter  sweeps  could  have  been  mounted,  must 
first  be  described. 
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Chapter  IT 

FEE  IX  AIS  FOECS  SERVICE  COIITjSII 


She  history  of  the  IX  Air  Force  Service  Command  is  closely 

connected  with  the  Air  Service  Command  in  general,  and  with  the  VIII 

Air  Force  Service  Command  in  particular.  Ever  since  the  first  World 

Uhr  the  special  nature  of  air  simply  problems  was  becoming  more  and 

more  apparent.  She  rapidly  shifting  combat  zones  occupied  by  a  modern 

air  force,  their  enormous  extent,  end  the  constant  fluctuation  in  type 

and  amount  of  materiel  needed  made  it  clear  that  procedures  based  on 

orthodox  ground-force  supply  theories  would  not  satisfy  the  needs  of 

1 

air  power.  As  one  writer  neatly  puts  it: 

Ehe  struggle  for  air  power  was  not  merely  a  straggle  for  a  more 
independent  Air  Force  capable  of  carrying  on  a  unique  strategical 
or  tactical  mission  of  its  own.  It  resolved  itself  into  a  drive 
for  air  depots,  a  supply  system,  and  a  maintenance  service,  and 
into  a  reorganization  and  integration  of  Air  Force  elements  respon¬ 
sible  for  these  functions  which  ultimately  toolz  the  form  of  the 
Air  Service  Command. 

Boring  the  twenties  and  thirties,  as  new  possibilities  for  combat 


aircraft  were  being  discovered  and  explored,  there  was  a  growing  ten¬ 
dency  for  new  air  sunply  agencies  to  cone  into  being  end  bo  operate 
with  considerable  independence  within  the  organization  of  Army  supply. 
Although  there  were  as  yet  no  air  service  commands,  officers  such  as 
Cola.  Harold  A.  IlcGittnis  and  Hugh  J.  Iherr  were  advocating  organisa¬ 
tional  changes  that  clearly  tended  in  that  direction.  In.  a  report 
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*■*  **■••*■ 

dated  35  July  1941,  Colonel  IIcGinnis  recommended  that  a  service 
command  should  be  set  up  to  administer  end  service  all  the  air 
"bases  of  the  Second  Air  Force.  Ehts  service  command  was  to  be  equal 
to  the  bomber,  fighter,  and  other  commands.**  Evidently  this  report 
paralleled  thinking  in  the  bar  Department,  for  on  17  October  1941  an 

over-all  Air  Service  Command  v?as  set  up  under  3rig.  Gen,  Henry  J.  F. 

3 

lELllor,  combining  all  supply  and  service  elements  of  the  Air  Corps, 

with  the  outbreak  of  the  i;ar  on  7  December  it  was  evident  that 
the  United  States  would  send  expeditionary  forces  abroad,  and  this 
Drought  to  the  fore  the  planning  of  adequate  service  organisations  for 
the  overseas  branches  of  our  air  power.  Although,  discussions  on  this 
question  had  been  going  on  for  soma  tine,  the  matter  did  not  come  to 
a  head  until  early  in  1943,  During  January  it  was  proposed  that  an 
air  force  be  formed  to  provide  air  support  for  an  invasion  of  ITorth 
Africa,  which  was  then  undor  discussion  "between  American  and  British 
staffs,  xhis  was  the  origin  of  the  Eighth  Air  Force,  and  at  the  end 
of  January  several  commands  were  activated  including  an  71X1  Air  Force 
Base  Poamand.  Although  this  Uorth  African  project  was  temporarily  laid 
aside  in  nareh,  the  Eighth  Air  Force  was  retained  as  the  air  force  to 
be  sent  to  England. 

Ileanwhilo,  discussions  on  service  organisations  for  tho  new  air 
force  were  continuing,  and  in  April  there  was  submitted  a  proposal 
entitled  ^Activation  of  the  Till  Air  Force  Air  Service  Command, n  Dur¬ 
ing  the  conferences  that  followed,  Uaj.  Gen.  II.  F.  Harmon,  Chief  of 
Staff  of  tho  Army  Air  Forces,  agreed  to  the  idea  of  separate  service 
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commands  in  overseas  task  forces  and  asked  that  the  proposed  activa- 

A 

tion  he  rouorded  so  that  it  might  have  general  application.  “  Conse¬ 
quently,  with  a  slight  change  of  title,  the  proposal  was  officially 
issued  on  20  Kay  as  AST  Regulation  20-9,  11  Air  Sash  Force  Air  Service 
Commands. 11 

She  principle  of  separate  sir  service  commands  had  now  "been 

recognised,  hut  it  was  still  necessary  to  define  their  relations 

with  SOS.  Here  again  the  experiences  “being  observed,  in  the  Iliddle 

Hast  campaigns  were  highly  suggestive.  According  to  Brig.  Sen.  Hugh 
S 

J.  Knerr: 

She  Air  Forces  in  each  theater  should  have  their  own  SOS  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  port  of  entry  to  the  consuming  units.  Such  is 
actually  being  done  in  liorth  Africa  through  necessity.  If  the 
Air  Service  Coionand  had  been  content  to  depend  on  the  ground  SOS 
for  expected  performance ,  the  situation  in  Africa  would  be  quite 
different  from  the  present  one  .... 

However,  little  was  done  to  break  away  from  the  controls  of  SOS  until 
after  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Eighth  Air  Force  in  England.  Then  the 
urgencies  of  supply  in  this  area  caused  a  certain  amount  of  opposition 
to  the  existing  system.  Ordnance  officers  of  the  VIII  Air  Force 
Service  Command  complained  of  certain  SOS  procedures  which  they  felt 
made  it  difficult  for  them  to  get  supplies,  and  one  of  them  stated 
caustically  that  "in  requisitioning  motor  vehicles  from  SOS,  exist¬ 
ing  procedures  required  them  to  report  among  other  things  that  the 
function  of  a  heavy  bomber  squadron  was  to  'carry  destructive  materiel 
over  enemy  territory.  1 1,6 
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Properly  to  control  and  distribute  materiel  arriving  from  the 
United  States,  it  became  necessary  for  VIII  AFSC  officers  to  set  up 
intransit  depots  at  ports  of  entry  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  to 
arrange  for  direct  service  and  transportation  to  air  depots  at  bases. 

Ehe  efforts  of  SOS  to  obtain  control  of  these  facilities  were  unsuccess¬ 


ful.  Finally,  on  9  November  1943  the  AAF  published  Peculation  20-13. 

Ehis  regulation  provided  for  an  l!AAF  Arm  and  Service  Integration 

Committee,"  ukich  among  other  things  was  to  "transfer  efficiently 

and  expeditiously  the  Attached  Services  with  Army  Air  Forces  (ASbAAT) 

7 

to  the  Air  Corps. 11  At  the  same  time  a  board  of  officers  of  VIII 

8 

AFSQ  recommended  that 

SOS  be  requested  to  supply  Chemical,  Signal,  and  Ordnance 
common  materiel,  in  bulk,  as  requested  by  the  Headquarters 
Uighth  Air  Foree^  without  requiring  a  detailed  defense  of  the 
request,  .  .  ,  (Taa,xJ  VIII  AFSG  be  authorised  to  request  US  Air 
Service  Command  to  ship  as  an  Air  Force  special  project,  common 
materiel  on  which  tho  availability  date  furnished  by  SOS  is  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

On  30  December,  SOS  confirmed  the  general  findings  of  this  board,  and 
by  the  beginning  of  1944,  much  of  the  subordination  of  VIII  ATSG  to  SOS 
was  over;  henceforth,  tho  two  organisations  were  to  cooperate  on  a 
more  or  less  equal  basis. 

Another  important  problem  was  being  worked  out  at  the  same  time. 
Superficially,  this  concerned  the  relations  of  the  7lil  Air  Force 


Service  Command  and  the  A-4  Section  of  Headquarters,  Sighth  Air  Force, 


but  fundamentally  it  raised  the  question  of  the  effectiveness  of 


traditional  Army  administrative  methods  in  dealing  with  air  supply 


problems. 
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In  the  United  States,  the  chief  exponent  of  what  sight  he  called 
the  functional  theory  of  supply  administration  rather  than  the  tra¬ 
ditional  staff  organisation  was  Gencrri  Enerr.  Instructed  by  General 
Arnold  to  examine  the  organisation  and  operations  of  the  .Ur  Service 
Command  in  the  United  States,  Enerr  based  his  approach  to  the  problem 
on  his  experience  with  great  industrial  organisations  engaged  in  mss 
production.  After  much  study  and  many  conferences  with  his  staff, 


his  ideas  were  embodied  in  a  nemo  to  General  Illler,  entitled  “Organi¬ 
sation  of  Air  Service  Command,’1  19  Hovember  1942.  Che  basic  doctrines 

9 

were  embodied  in  two  important  paragraphs: 

ffihe  function  of  the  Air  Service  Command  is  essentially  one 
of  business  management  rather  than  military  operation  .... 
Shere  exists  in  the  business  world  a  reservoir  of  available 
management  talent  thoroughly  conversant  with  analogous  functions 
in  comparable  corporations  ....  Ehe  current  military  staff 
type  of  organization  of  the  Air  Service  Command  is  not  adequate 
to  the  basic  functions  of  the  Air  Service  Command.  .  ,  , 


An  industrial  type  of  organisation  can  be  substituted  for 
the  present  inapplicable  and  cumbersome  military  type  ...  by 
placing  all  activities  essential  to  the  three  main  divisions  of 
the  command  under  control  of  the  division  chiefs  with  the  result 
that  the  divided  responsibility  attendant  xqpon  cross  references 
to  other  equal  agencies  is  eliminated.  At  the  same  time  essen¬ 
tial  chain  of  command  requirements  are  maintained  without  inter¬ 
position  of  non-essential  steps. 

At  an  important  conference  on  20  Hovember  1943,  General  Knerr1 s 
plan  was  examined,  while  members  of  the  conference  had  an  opportunity 


to  study  a  chart  sho’.dng  the  comparable  organisation  of  the  General 
Ilotoro  Corporation.  Che  plan  divided  the  ASC  Headquarters  into  three 
main  divisions:  supply,  maintenance,  and  personnel  and  training. 
Special  staff  sections  were  tied  in  with  these  three  divisions  for 


r 
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•technical  control,  and  the  A-l,  A-3,  A-3,  and  A-4  sections  were 

eliminated.  In  thia  headquarters,  the  Chief  of  Staff  was  dropped  in 

exchange  for  an  assistant  commanding  officer  with  certain  household 

services,  like  adjutant  general.  Judge  advocate,  and  inspector  general, 

10 

under  his  Jurisdiction. 

In  putting  this  plan  into  effect  for  the  Air  Service  Command  in 
the  United  States,  the  directive  practically  quoted  General  Znerr  in 

n 

stating: 

Bie  primary  function  of  the  Air  Service  Command  is  essentially 
one  of  "business  management  rather  than  military  operation.  Cne 
basic  principle  of  this  management  function  is  that  of  centralized 
control  and  decentralized  operation. 

Ehe  Uightii  Air  Force  was  not  immediately  receptive  to  these  new 

doctrines.  In  this  air  force,  the  A-4  Section  had  begun  to  exercise 

a  control  over  supply  and  maintenance  almost  as  restrictive  as  that 

formerly  exercised  by  SOS.  Although  practically  the  same  functions 

wero  assigned  to  the  Headquarters  A-4  and  VIII  AFSC,  there  was  a 

tendency  for  A-4  to  take  over  moro  and  more  operations,  excusing 

itself  by  saying  that  its  aim  was  to  refrain  from  "participation  in 

the  details  of  operations,"  but  adding  that  "because  of  the  diversified 

channels  of  communication,  this  is  at  tines  difficult  of  attainment. 

nevertheless,  its  power  over  questions  of  supply  increased  remarkably. 

Two  statements  in  an  indorsement  by  A-4  of  a  request  for  certain 

training  materials  from  the  71 II AFSC  sped:  for  themselves.  The  first 

line  admits  that  the  request  was  submitted  to  A-4  through  an  error; 

13 

the  second  reports  action  taken  to  fulfill  the  request. 
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Shus  through,  its  A-4  Section,  Headquarters,  Eighth  Air  Force 

became  more  and  more  concerned  in  supply,  although,  in  the  United 

States  the  thinking  of  general  Knerr  and  his  associates  was  strongly- 

opposed  to  this  sort  of  thing.  It  seemed  to  many  officers  that  in 

general  A-4  was  much  hotter  informed  on  questions  of  simply  than  the 

Fill  AFSC  itself.  As  ono  officer  stated:'*'* 

On  specific  supply  and  service  items,  officers  of  A-4  frequently- 
seemed  hotter  informed  than  officers  of  the  Service  Command 
present.  ...  It  is  a  reflection  of  the  fact  .  .  .  that  A-4 
of  the  Eighth  Air  Force  Headquarters  in  some  instances  has  more 
immediate  and  direct  access  to  supply  and  service  matters  and 
even  operations  than  the  Service  Command. 

'.hen  on  10  June  1943  the  Enginesr,  Quartermaster,  and  Ordnance  Sections 

were  eliminated  from  the  VI XI  AF80  hy  a  special  order  and  transferred 

to  the  Eighth  Air  Force  Headquarters,  it  seemed  that  some  sort  of  re- 

XE5 

definition  of  functions  was  necessary. 

During  July,  It.  gen.  Delos  0.  HmnonE  was  id  the  United  Kingdom 
to  ezplore  the  situation,  and  in  discussions  with  general  Ha her,  he 
pointed  out  certain  duplications  in  the  functions  of  the  VIII  AFSC  and 
Headquarters  A-4.  General  Eaker  ordered  General  Hiller  to  see  what 
could  he  done  to  prevent  this.16  On  30  July,  Geaoral  Hiller  forwarded 
to  nis  chi  of  some  of  general  Knerr' s  ideas  on  the  place  and  functions 
of  the  Service  Command,  and  on  11  October  the  confusion  and  overlapping 
was  eliminated  hy  making  the  commanding  general  of  the  VI il  AFSC  also 
the  Headquarters  A-4  in  the  Eighth  Air  Force.  At  the  same  time  the 
following  staff  sections  wore  transferred  hack  to  the  Service  Command: 
Signal ,  Surgeon,  Quartermaster,  OrdnoncB,  Engineer,  Finance,  Chemical.  1 
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Thus  shortly  "before  the  IX  Air  Service  Command  was  activated, 
several  important  decisions  had  hoen  carried  into  effect  in  the  "VIII 
AVoC.  It  was  now  fairly  well  estaolished  that  the  functions  of 
supply  would  be  given  to  a  separate  command  in  each  air  force  and 
that  this  command  would  be  independent  of  SOS,  and  also  protected 
against  interference  from  the  air  force  headquarters,  These  were 
important  decisions  of  policy  and  were  strongly  to  affect  the  future 
organisation  of  the  IX  Air  Service  Command. 

--.tit  the  debt  of  the  ninth  to  the  ligjhth  did  not  cease  with  broad 
over-all  questions  of  policy.  Important  techniques  of  administration 
and  control  were  worked  out  in  the  Eighth  and  were  almost  as  inoortant 
in  the  development  of  the  ninth  as  the  larger  issues  previously 
mentioned.  Typical  is  the  problem  of  echelon  maintenance. 

The  basic  directives  and  memorandums  waich  established  the 
mission  of  the  TUI  AFS3  state  that  its  units  were  to  undertake 
third  and  fourth  echelon  maintenance  and  repair  of  equipment  only 
when  it  was  beyond  the  means  of  the  combat  or  tactical  elements  to 
perform  such  services,  llemorundum  iio.  155-1  seemed  to  imply  through 
its  rather  negative  phraseology  that  these  service  units  were  to  be 

3.8 

under  the  technical  control  end  command  of  the  service  forces.  How¬ 
ever,  the  line  of  policy  taken  by  the  Highth  was  to  place  service  units 
under  the  control  of  the  tactical  group  they  served.  This  included 
not  only  first  and  second  echelon  repair,  but  third  and  fourth  as  well. 
In  spite  of  strong  opposition  on  the  part  of  a  small  number  of  VIII 
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AFSG  officers,  this  line  was  maintained  for  some  months .  In  defense 
of  the  policy,  it  ms  stated  that  the  static  condition  of  air  warfare 
at  the  time,  with  operations  proceeding  from  a  snail  area  like  the 
United  Kingdom,  made  it  convenient  to  have  all  airdrome  units  under 
the  same  command. 

T-Aiile  the  Bradley  Coral t tee  ms  in  Ungland  preparing  its  plan, 

this  aspect  of  service  functions  must  have  cone  under  its  critical 

scrutiny,  for  its  final  study  provided  for  elements  doing  third  echelon 

repair  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Service  Qonr&nd.  Sven  units 

assigned  to  combat  commands  are  shown  as  under  the  indirect  or  technical 

control  of  the  service  organisation. 

Shis  sign  of  a  disagreement  with  the  Sixth's  service  policy  is 

significant,  for  shortly  afterward  General  Ifeker  decided  to  place 

service  units  in  the  VIII  IPSO  under  actual  service  control,  although 

1° 

this  policy  ms  not  to  he  applied  to  the  VIII  Bonber  OoiriKand.  Ehis 

distinction  between  commends  was  destined  to  be  temporary,  however , 

as  the  visit  of  General  Arnold  to  the  theater  shortly  afterwards 

changed  everything.  On  his  inspections  in  England ,  General  Arnold 

had  seen  U.  S.  combat  crews  working  on  planet-  that  should  have  gone 

to  the  Service  Gonrand  and  he  had  not  been  satisfied  with  the  raainte- 
30 

nance  situation.  As  a  result,  on  31  September  1943  it  was 
announced  by  letter  to  the  Bigbhh  r^x  porce  that  the  responsibility 
for  all  but  first  and  second  echelon  maintenance  now  lay  with  tho 
Service  Command  and  it  would  be  givui  technical  control  over  the  work. 
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(Technical  control  vss  defined  as  "the  operation  of  the  neons  whereby 

the  sen,  machines  and  materials  recuired  for  maintenance  of  the 

21 

(lighth  Air  Force  are  applied  to  that  purpo&o. 11  As  a  result  of  this 
letter,  Uemo  ITo.  155-1  was  nov  revised  end  reissued.  In  its  new 
form  it  met  practically  every  with  of  Service  Command  authorities. 
(Technical  control  over  first  and  second  echelon  activities  of  combat 
commands  was  clearly  indicated,  and  the  new  definition  of  the  term 
was  interpreted  to  mean  "full  control  over  supplies  and  general  control 
over  service  personnel  and  service  units  at  combat  stations. For 
the  first  time,  a  broad  responsibility  for  training  all  service  per¬ 
sonnel  b;.  the  Service  Command  was  clearly  stated,  and  a  similar 
statement  gave  the  command  responsibility  for  their  %eslth,  safety, 
and  welfare." 

In  this  way  the  first  step  in  the  doctrine  of  separation  of 
comnnds  and  functions  at  combat  stations  worked  out.  Although 
originally  applied  to  give  service  units  greater  freedom  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  their  functions,  it  became  a  basic  principle  of  administration 
on  all  ITinth  Air  Force  stations  as  has  already  been  shown. 

Another  successful  innovation  of  the  Eighth  was  the  air  service 
"area"  device,  (.hen  planning  for  the  Eighth  in  the  United  Kingdom 
was  going  on,  it  was  thought  to  divided  England  into  service  divisions 
cased  on  geography  as  had  been  done  in  the  United  States.  However, 
by  2  September  this  proposal  was  given  up,  and  it  was  decided  to 
establish  instead  advanced  air  depots  in  close  proximity  to  areas 
occupied  by  combat  units.  As  early  as  1?  October  13d2  the  advanced 
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air  depots  began,  to  specialise  in  different  types  of  airplanes,  and 
also  oegan  to  control  various  satellite  stations  within  10  or  13  miles 
radius.  Eo  coordinate  still  further  the  supply  and  maintenance  at 
these  advanced  depots,  there  was  set  up  in  February  Of  1943  the  Ad¬ 
vanced  Air  Service  with  headquarters  at  a  location  fairly  close  to  the 
advanced  depots.  Shis  headquarters  was  to  "command,  control  and 
direct11  supply,  maintenance,  repairs,  and  salvage  of  the  advanced  air 
depots.  At  the  end  of  July  the  command  was  renamed  the  Strategic  Air 
Depot  Area,  and  a  (Tactical  Air  Depot  Area  was  organized  to  coordinate 
the  servicing  of  the  median  bombers  and  fighters  of  the  fill  Air 

Support  Command  which  too  soon  to  be  transferred  to  the  ninth  Mr 
33 

Force. 

(This  area  plan  was  not  actually  based  on  geography,  although 
superficially  it  nay'  appear  to  have  been  so;  its  real  purpose  was  to 
decentralize  the  operations  of  supply  by  delegating  certain  functions 
into  the  field,  Dater,  ’/hen  the  boundaries  of  the  liinth's  two  Advanced 
Air  Depot  Areas  (AADA;  were  drawn,  there  was  a  further  deviation  from 
a  purely  geographic  concept  since  a  depot  of  one  AADA  was  actually 
located  in  the  area  controlled  by  the  other. 

Another  important  development  in  the  Till  AFSC  that  was  to 
influence  the  ninth  was  the  improvisation  of  new  and  highly  mobile 
service  units  to  assist  in  reducing  the  great  pressure  on  service 
crews  repairing  battle-damaged  planes,  lihile  it  had  been  realized 
from  the  first  that  the  repair  of  planes  damaged  in  combat  would  be 
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an  important  problem,  no  one  appreciated  the  fact  that  the  excellent 
flying  qualities  of  American  planes  pins  the  skill  and  courage  of  the 
pilots  wore  going  to  make  this  task  tremendous.  Planes  riddled 
almost  "beyond  "belief  managed  tine  after  time  to  return  to  their  bases, 
thus  adding  to  the  work  in  the  repair  centers.  At  the  end  of  1943, 
General  laker  estimated  that  on  deco  penetrations  anywhere  from  25  to 
50  per  cent  of  the  planes  involved  would  he  damaged. 

At  one  time  it  was  thought  possible  to  replace,  rather  than  to 
repair,  all  such  injured  aircraft,  following  the  example  of  the  BAP. 

But  experience  soon  showed  that  no  real  similarity  existed  between 
the  two  situations.  She  comparatively  short  distance  between  an  EAT 
airfield  and  the  factory  where  its  planes  were  mcamfactured  made  it  a 
simple  matter  to  send  the  damaged  craft  to  its  manufacturer  and  replace 
it  with  a  new  plane.  In  the  case  of  American  aircraft  operating  thou¬ 
sands  of  miles  from  their  manufacturing  centers,  this  convenient 
system  was  unfortunately  impossible,  Thus  the  rapid  and  efficient 
repair  of  oat tie  damage  oecame  a  vital  necessity  as  combat  operations 
increased. 

The  Bradley  Committee,  cognisant  of  the  magnitude  of  the  problem, 
provided  for  the  formation  of  subdepots  situated  with  and  under  the 
command  of  the  combat  groups  to  which  they  wore  assigned,  although 
under  technical  supervision  and  control  by  the  Service  Command.  The 
subdepot  was  merely  an  augmented  service  squadron  given  additional 
equipment  and  the  responsibility  for  third  and  fourth  echelon  repair 
on  aircraft  requiring  more  than  36  hours  of  work  to  put  them  in  combat 
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again.  'fork  that  could  not  he  carried  out  by  the  sub  depot  was  to 
£0  to  the  advanced  air  depot  having  jurisdiction  over  that  particular 
station. 

Since  the  amount  of  damage  sustained  in  combat  fluctuated  among 

the  different  airfields  as  the  tide  of  battle  ebbed  and  flowed,  it 

became  necessary  to  provide  assistance  to  subdepots  suddenly  swamped 

by  a  few  d&yo  of  unusually  heavy  damage,  to  meet  this  need,  roving 

work  parties  were  organised  at  the  advanced  air  depots  and  dispatched 

to  relieve  stations  faced  with  the  repair  of  a  large  amount  of  damage. 

In  many  cases  the  planes  most  seriously  injured  had  been  landed  away 

from  their  hone  bases  and  then  could  not  be  flown  back.  So  bring 

these  strayed  aircraft  bad:  to  their  o'/n  fields,  mobile  maintenance 

and  repair  units  were  formed.  these  units  were  made  up  of  18  to  20 

picked  civilian  and  military  personnel  who  were  skilled  in  all  kinds 

of  repair.  Equipped  with  machine  shops  on  semitrailers ,  they  were 

able  to  make  repairs  on  the  soot,  which  would  enable  the  damaged  craft 

25 

to  be  flown  bad:  to  base.  So  handle  its  own  battle  damage,  the  IS 
AESG  later  adopted  this  system  with  a  slight  change  of  nomenclature; 
the  term  ‘'oubdepot"  was  changed  to  "service  teams. " 

Modification  of  combat  aircraft  after  they  reached  the  theater 
became  a  problem  almost  as  important  as  repair,  theoretically,  the 
planes  arriving  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  American  manufacturer 
were  ready  for  combat.  Actually,  old  equipment  had  to  oe  modified 
to  meet  theater  conditions  or  new  equipment  added  before  it  was  safe 
to  fly  the  craft  into  battle,  the  3-17  for  example  had  to  be  equi-oned 
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■with,  chin  turrets,  and  Jettisonable  fuel  tanks  had  to  he  prepared 
for  all  fighters  after  the  middle  of  1343.  Eventually  this  work 
would  he  done  at  factories  in  the  United  States,  hut  at  first  it  had 
to  he  dose  is  the  theater  if  the  planes  were  to  get  into  combat  with 
the  sew  equipment.  Space  does  not  permit  a  detailed  description  of 
the  methods  used  by  the  Eighth  Air  force  to  carry  out  plane  modifica¬ 
tion.  After  different  plans  had  heen  tried,  a  system  of  estahli shing 
priorities  for  the  various  structural  alterations  was  set  up  hy  the 
middle  of  July  1943  and  proved  to  he  successful.  Later,  much  modifi¬ 
cation  work  of  the  ITintla  was  carried  on  in  VIII  AS  SO  depots.  Between 
October  and  the  beginning  of  February  1344,  all  B-2S  modification 
was  handled  hy  the  Eighth,  and  the  A-30  was  similarly  serviced.  3y 

fehrutry  however,  most  of  the  work  was  taken  over  hy  the  i'inth  and 

26 

placed  in  its  advanced  depots. 

Shus  hy  the  time  that  the  IX  A?£C  ms  ready  to  operate  in 
England ,  the  Till  0  had  developed  certain  mobile  and  flexible 
service  organ! safe  ions  that  the  ninth  Air  force  was  to  find  most  use¬ 
ful.  Eke  Eighth  had  discovered  that  battle  damage  was  the  main  burden 
of  maintenance  and  that  some  type  of  mobile  repair  unit  was  essential 
such  as  the  sub  depot  assisted  by  the  roving  work  party,  furthermore 
if  repairs  were  to  be  accompli  shed  quickly,  the  echeloning  and  or¬ 
ganisation  of  different  levels  of  work  was  a  prime  necessity.  All 
these  devices  proved  most  valuable  to  the  ITinth  and  were  utilized 
as  models  in  the  formation  of  the  IX  Ai’50. 
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As  the  summer  of  1943  wore  on,  a  scries  of  steps  were  taken  to 

pare  the  my  for  the  establishment  of  a  service  commend  in  the  tactical 

air  force  which  every  one  knew  was  coming — cither  as  a  part  of  the 

Eighth  or  as  a  separate  organisation.  The  Bradley  Plan  had  proposed. 

a  Tactical  Air  Service  Area  Command  (TASAG)  to  serve  the  tactical  air 

force,  and  a3  a  step  in  this  direction,  the  Till  AFSC  established  a 

Tactical  <\ir  Depot  Area  {TADAJ  on  31  July.  On  the  23d  of  August  the 

TASAG  was  activated  by  the  Till  Al'SO  and  redesignated  TADA  on  4 

September.  Finally  on  20  Septemoer  the  T.Zar  Department  notified  ETOuSA 

that  92  officers  and  270  enlisted  men  were  being  transferred  to  the 

United  Kingdom  from  the  IK  AFSO  in  the  Iliddle  Kast.  Thus  when  the 

TAUA  was  transferred  to  General  Srereton's  command  on  16  October  to 

become  the  nucleus  of  the  IX  AFSO,  it  was  assigned  the  men  arriving 

from  Egypt  as  well  as  some  specialised  personnel  from  the  VIII  Service 
27 

Command. 

The  Sight'd  Air  Force  had  been  expecting  this  movement  for  some 
time  and  ms  prepared  to  assume  responsibility  for  assisting  the  new 
service  command.  The  Till  TADA  predecessor  of  the  IK  AFS3,  had 
received  most  of  its  supplies  from  the  Eighth,  and  after  the  activa¬ 
tion  of  the  ITinth,  these  supplies  continued  to  be  so  furnished.  On 
17  December  1943  it  was  decided  that  the  ninth  would  requisition 
directly  to  tho  aone  of  the  interior  for  equipment  and  materiel 
pertaining  to  aircraft  exclusively  with  the  Tinth,  while  the  Eight n 
would  satisfy  demands  for  equipment  common  to  both  air  forces.  All 
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local  services  and  supplies  obtained  in  the  United  Kingdom  would  also 

23 

"be  arranged  for  by  the  Digktn. 

The  final  organization  of  the  IX  APtSC  was  closely  patterned 

after  the  service  command  in  the  strategic  air  force  and  reflected 

many  of  the  innovations  of  that  pioneering  command.  Its  headquarters 

arrangement  was  "based  on  the  functional  concepts  of  General  Xnerr 

which  had  eliminated  the  old  staff  sections.  Directly  responsible 

to  the  commanding  general  and  his  deputy  wore  a  Base  Air  Deoot  Area 

(AADA) ,  and  a  first  and  second  Advanced  Air  Depot  Area  (AABA)  +  Che 

BADA  controlled  the  intransit  depots,  tne  Base  air  depots,  and  the 

aircraft  assembly  depots.  She  two  AADA's  were  originally  one 

Advanced  Air  Depot  Area  Command  which,  like  the  amoeba,  had  split 

in  twain,  Bach  AADA  controlled  three  Tactical  Air  Depots  (TAB). 

Two  air  depot  groups  were  usually  placed  under  each  of  the  six  EAD'e; 

these  groups  served  as  a  center  for  fourth  echelon  repairs,  and  work 

on  airframes,  instruments,  propellers  and  auxiliary  equipment  usually 

for  three  service  groups.  The  service  groups,  although  placed  under 

the  TAD's  for  technical  control,  were  administered  directly  by  the 

AADA’s.  She  basic  unit  of  the  command  was  the  service  grouo;  in 

December  these  groups  were  broken  into  two  identical  units  known  as 

09 

service  teams  and  were  completely  mobile. ~ 

But  this  bird's-eye  view  of  the  IX  ABSO  misses  a  great  deal.  Por 
the  purposes  of  a  more  detailed  analysis,  the  organizations  of  the 
command  can  be  divided  as  follows:  (l)  headquarters,  (2)  depots  and 
areas,  and  (3)  the  service  and  mobile  units. 
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The  headquarters  organization  consisted  of  the  commanding  general 

and  his  deputy,  assisted  by  an  air  inspector,  and  a  group  for  plans 

and  statistics.  Instead  of  the  traditional  A-l  to  A-4  staff  setup, 

the  administration  of  the  command  was  carried  out  by  five  divisions  as 

follows i  (1)  maintenance,  (2)  supply,  (3)  personnel  and  training, 

30 

(4)  transportation,  suid  (5)  administration*  This  last  section  vms 
subdivided  into  1^-  departments  of  the  usual  kind  found  on  any  sizable 
military  station,  such  as  finance,  judge  advocate,  chemical  warfare, 
ordnance,  medical,  and  the  like.  Since  their  functions  are  usually 
the  seme  inmost  American  military  organizations,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
describe  them  in  detail. 

The  Maintenance  Division  formulated  operational  and  technical 
plans  for,  and  executed  maintenance,  modification,  repair,  overhaul, 
and  reclamation  of  Ninth  /dr  Force  technical  materiel  which  was  beyond 
first  or  second  echelon  repair.  One  of  the  first  tasks  of  this  divi¬ 
sion  was  the  modification  of  the  P-51,  By  December,  P-51A*s  were 
ready  for  combat,  but  a  delay  in  the  shipment  of  aircraft  slowed  up 
modification  of  the  P-51B  model.  Another  important  achievement  was 
the  installation  of  on  85-gallon  fuselage  fuel  tank  on  the  fighter 
planes  of  the  Ninth,  a  task  requiring  500  man-hours  of  work.  Besides 
planes,  the  division  modified  other  items  including  250  Brookhouse 

trailers  for  mobile  field  offices,  and  constructed  21  mobile  flying 

31 

control  units  and  10  glider-borne  mobile  repair  units. 
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2he  Supply  Division  formulated  ulans ,  and  directed  operations 
connected  with  the  procurement,  receipt,  storage,  and  distribution 
of  tho  command's  equipment.  She  organisation  of  this  division, 
oattemed  after  that  of  the  Slghth,  consisted  of  a  control  section 
which  supervised  procurement  anti  formulated  policies,  a  United 
kingdom  procurement  section  which  arranged  for  all  supplies  and  ser¬ 
vices  needed  from  the  British,  and  a  petroleum  section  which  recommended 
policies  for  tho  control  of  high  priority  fuels  such  as  aviation 
gasoline. 

She  wide  extent  of  the  division's  activities  is  illustrated 
by  a  random  selection  of  some  of  its  accomplishments.  At  the  request 
of  tho  fro op  Carrier  Command,  equipment  i®s  set  up  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  200  0-47 ’ 3  and  C-53's.  2o  forestall  a  possible  shortage  of 
oxygen,  six  portable  oxygen  generators  were  acquired,  and  with  the 

cooperation  of  Plans  and  draining,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 

33 

instruction  of  personnel  to  operate  the  generators.  In  jJovenber 
the  division  began  to  sot  up  tables  of  equipment  and  tables  of  basic 
allowances  for  units  to  be  activated  in  the  theater.  By  Febru'-ry 
arrangenents  wero  completed  to  permit  the  issue  of  initial  supplies 
to  newly  arrived  units  without  requisition.  So  take  care  of  the 
ever-present  shortages,  new  units  were  to  send  in  lists  of  items 
they  lashed  at  the  end  of  the  first  4  weeks,  and  where  Supply  was 
unable  to  meet  demends — which  was  no  doubt  frequent — a  system  for 
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making  loe  J.  purchases  was  worked  out .  ^ 

She  Sransportation  Division  controlled  all  the  facilities  of 
the  command  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  moving  equipment  and  personnel 
"by  air,  rail,  motor  vehicle,  and  water.  It  also  controlled  tho  31st 
Air  Sransoort  Group  which  assumed  the  direction  of  ferrying  P-51 1 s 
to  the  I'inth  Air  Force ,  using  lighter  Command  nilots.  She  31st 
Group  also  ms  to  receive  all  replacements  for  0-47' s  coming  into 
the  United  Kingdom,  She  greatest  problem  that  the  division  had  to 
overcome  was  the  shortage  of  trucks,  and  especially  the  two-and-a- 
half-ton  variety.  3ven  after  obtaining  some  of  these  machines  from 
the  Eighth  Mr  Force,  it  finally  became  necessary  to  assign  only  40 
trucks  to  truck  companies  instead  of  the  53  authorized.^  But  these 
difficulties  did  not  hold  back  the  work  of  moving  troops  and  supplies. 
By  January  1944  the  efficiency  of  the  division  had  reached  such  a 
point  that  an  entire  air  depot  group,  500  troops  and  50,000  pounds 
of  cargo,  was  moved  by  air  a  distance  of  200  miles  in  a  total  time 
of  S  hours. 

So  decentralise  the  operations  of  the  command,  three  subordinate 
organizations  were  sat  up  under  the  supervision  of  IX  AFSC  Head¬ 
quarters.  Shese  were  the  Ease  Air  Depot  Area  and  the  two  Advanced 
Air  Depot  Areas.  She  BATA  was  largely  concerned  with  the  distribution 
of  supplies.  It  received  items  from  the  intransit  depots  at  ports 
of  entry  in  the  United  kingdom  and  routed  them  to  their  final 
destination  through  the  command.  Under  the  control  of  the  headquarters 
of  the  BABA  wore  several  important  elements  in  the  over-all  service 
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organisation.  At  Dinton  wa s  the  Ease  Air  repot  which  acted  as  the 

central  depot  for  all  simply  items  for  the  ITinth  Air  Eoree,  and 

functioned  much  lihe  a  service  connand  general  depot  in  the  United 
36 

States.  The  intransit  depot  at  lapley  Common  controlled  installa¬ 
tions  at  British  ports  of  entry  and  airuorts  and  channeled  materiel 
and  personnel  to  the  Base  Air  Depot  and  replacement  control  depots. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  ms  an  aircraft  assembly  depot  at  Tilton 

which  assembled  P-51  * s ,  a  glider  assembly  depot  at  Orooldian  Common, 

37 

and  an  anamanition  simply  depot  at  C-rovely  *.Too&. 

The  two  AADA's,  which  were  forced  fron  the  old  Advanced  Air 
Depot  Area  Gonmand  near  the  close  of  1943,  uere  a  further  attempt 
to  relieve  12  ATSO  Headquarters  of  some  burdens  and  responsibility 
by  decentralising  operations.  These  new  areas  each  included  three 
Tactical  Air  Depots  (EAD)  and  the  area  headquarters  acted  as  a 
coordinating  and  administrative  center.  At  first  the  chain  of 
command  went  from  the  Service  Commend  Headquarters  to  the  AAPA's, 
dad  then  on  down  through  the  TAD* s,  the  service  groups,  and  finally 
the  service  teams.  However,  the  CAD's  found  it  difficult  to  super¬ 
vise  the  service  groups  and  it  was  later  decided  to  place  these  units 
directly  under  the  AADA  for  administration,  although  remaining  under 
the  TAD  for  technical  control.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the 
''area"  concept  was  not  strictly  geographical.  In  further  proof  of 
this,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  was  a  specialisation  of 
functions  which  differentiated  one  AAEA  from  the  other.  The  first 
A4DA  and  its  three  EAD’s  serviced  bombers,  and  the  second  with  its 
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attendant  tactical  depot s  was  utilised  by  filter  planes. 

The  EAD's  were  unusual  organizations,  end  represent  a  determined 
effort  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  decentralised  operations, 

J 

Actually,  each  EAD  was  little  more  than  a  name  for  a  combination  of 
two  air  depot  groups  both  of  which  were  independent  organisations, 
since  either  one  could  at  any  time  be  transferred  from  the  SAD  to 
function  on  its  oim.  It  did  not  possess  a  E/O,  and  the  senior  group 
officer  automatically  became  the  depot  officer.  Although  the  SAD 
night  be  located  on  a  tactical  station,  the  depot  commander  was 

i?n 

allowed  to  function  independently  of  the  station  commander. 

She  organization  of  each  air  depot  group  consisted  of  a  head¬ 
quarters;  a  despot  supply  squadron  for  fourth  echelon  storage.  Issue 
of  technical  supplies,  and  procurement;  a  derot  repair  squadron  for 
fourth  echelon  repairs;  a  mobile  reclamation  and  repair  squadron  for 
handling  crashed  aircraft  in  the  field;  and  an  ordnance  medium  mainte¬ 
nance  company  for  procurement  and  distribution  to  lower  echelons  of 
supplies,  ports,  and  assemblies  for  vehicles.  This  last  unit  also 
performed  third  echelon  maintenance  on  vehicles  and  evacuated  those 
beyond  its  competence  to  fourth  echelon  shops,  A  quartermaster  truel- 
conpony  provided  transportation,  and  a  quartermaster  platoon  took 
care  of  ordnance  needs. 

In  addition  to  these  units,  of  which  there  were  two  each  on 
every  TAB,  the  following  organizations  were  undivided  units  assigned 
to  both  groups:  a  medical  supply  platoon,  and  ordnance  depot  company, 
and  a  signal  company  and  depot  group.  An  IIP  company  was  usually 
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found  either  assigned  to  the  depot  or  to  the  tactical  station  where 
the  depot  night  he  located.^ 

She  operations  of  the  SAD  were  not  intended  to  eocceed  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  its  two  component  groups.  It  was  intended  to  store  and 
distribute  equipment  and  supplies  to  service  teams  located  on  tactical 
stations.  It  was  also  responsible  for  maintenance,  modification, 
repair,  overhaul,  salvage,  and  reclamation  of  equipment  when  this  was 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  service  team.  As  tine  went  on,  there  ins 
a  tendency  for  tho  EAE's  to  become  involved  in  administrative  activity 
to  a  greater  extent  than  had  been  intended,  the  -Lroim  functions  of 
the  organisation  were  becoming  subordinated  to  the  depot  functions, 

Co  check  this  tendency  and  keep  operations  decentralised.  Headquarters 
IX  AFSG  issued  Homo  20-13  on  3  ITarch. Shis  directive  forbade  the 
CAS  commanding  officer  to  create  a  separate  staff  or  headquarters 
organisation  for  his  depot.  He  was  reminded  that  no  special  staff 
for  the  EAD  had  ever  been  contemplated,  and  was  instructed  to  use  the 

personnel  of  the  station  complement  squadron  if  he  needed  assistance 

42 

in  running  the  depot.  *  It  is  not  possible  at  present  to  ascertain 
how  successful  this  directive  vias  in  keeping  the  SAD  from  becoming 
an  administrative  center. 

Among  the  smaller  units  the  basic  organization  was  the  service 
group.  In  Eeceraber  1343  it  ms  broken  into  two  identical  service 
teams  for  greater  efficiency,  each  one  assigned  to  some  tactical 
combat  group.  She  sorvics  groin)  headquarters  was  located  with  one 
of  the  two  teams  and  consisted  of  a  headquarters  and  headquarters 
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cauldron,  plus  administration,  engineer ,  supply,  nodical,  finance, 
and  quartermaster  sections.  Fach  team  was  made  tn  or  the  following; 
a  service  squadron,  ono-half  a  quart ermster  true’:  comoany,  one- 
half  a  signal  commny,  one-xml  f  a  quartermaster  co  Toany,  one-half 
a  chemical  conroany  for  air  operations,  ono-jjalf  an  ordnance  mainte¬ 
nance  and  supply  company,  and  four  units  of  a  no  bile  reclamation  and 

/g 

repair  souadron. “ 

The  mobile  reclamation  end  repair  CdEB.)  squadron  vac  the  no st 
flexible  element  of  the  service  groiro.  ih©  idea  was  largely  derived 
from  a  similar  organisation  in  the  Jighth  dir  Force,  In  the  ITinth  the 
,-SH  vsnitr  were  designed  to  aid  service  squadrons  in  the  field,  t/ita 
the  special  idea  of  operating  on  the  Continent  after  invasion  and  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  eneny.  Intil  D-day,  they  v’ero  to  assist 
the  remir  personnel  of  the  service  squadrons  in  their  regular  ’/or:; 
a'our  units  of  the  squadron  wore  assigned  to  each  two  service  teams 
vith  a  ninth  unit  under  the  control  of  the  service  group  commander 

/A 

to  he  shifted  to  either  group  as  needed. 

Modification  of  new*  aircraft  for  combat  continued  to  be  one  of 
the  most  vital  activities  of  tho  command  since  the  number  of  new 
combat  groups  becoming  operative  in  the  Somber  and  Fighter  Commands 
vac  absolutely  controlled  by  the  number  of  planes  passing  through  the 
modification  centers.  luring  February  .and  I  arch ,  General  -irnold  and 
other  authorities  in  tho  AAP  were-  greatly  concerned  over  tne  slowness 
vitn  which  combat  planes  wore  turned  over  to  the  hinth.  ”  It  was 
assumed  in  Fachington  that  too  jxj ly  planes  were  being  immobilised 
in  modification  centers,  md  this  vas  called  to  General  Spaats1  attentiohf5 
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A  lively  exchange  of  cables  resulted  which  brought  out  the  fact 

that,  cisco  General  Arnold  had  gives  the  Eighth  first  priority  on 

long-range  fighter  craft,  the  ITinth  received  then  only  after  the 

immediate  needs  of  the  Eighth  had  first  been  filled.  Ilore  important, 

hov7ever,  in  delaying  the  arrival  of  planes  at  tactical  stations  was 

their  very  uncertain  and  undependable  arrival  in  the  theater.  In 

January,  1,093  planes  had  been  promised,  and  codification  centers  were 

adjusted  to  this  expected  shipment.  Instead  of  this  number,  only 

807  were  delivered,  and  of  these  375  arrived  in  a  last-minute  rush. 

Uaturally  this  upset  schedules  completely  and  greatly  delayed  the 

47 

passage  of  aircraft  through  the  depots.  In  Harch  a  similar  situa¬ 
tion  threatened  when  of  the  914  fighters  promised  only  250  had  arrived 
during  the  first  2  weeks.  !Ehis  time  the  tables  were  reversed  and 
the  theater  began  to  put  pressure  on  '.’ashington  to  get  the  planes  out, 

"General  Arnold  finally  cabled  in  the  language  of  desperation:  'vie 

48 

are  doing  our  damnedest*  to  supply  aircraft  as  required, 11 

Iluch  of  the  modification  work  was  carried  out  on  the  P-51  and 
P-38,  but  attention  was  also  given  to  improving  the  3-26  and  the 
recently  arrived  A- 3D.  Host  important  of  all  such  changes  was  the 
installation  of  jettisonablo  fuel  tanks  on  fighter  planes  thus  enabling 
them  to  furnish  long-range  escort  to  the  heavy  bombers.  She  speed 
and  efficiency  with,  which  this  modification  was  effected  so  impressed 
one  English  wing  commander  that  he  called  it  the  greatest  achievement 
of  the  American  air  forces. 
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Such  was  the  organization  and  functioning  of  the  Mr  Service 
Command  in  the  ITinth  Mr  force  during  the  first  6  months  that  the 
tactical  air  force  spent  in  Britain.  As  the  end  of  that  period 
approached,  the  command  had  "been  assigned  some  91  per  cent  of  its 
author!  zed  61,167  men,  and  was  prepared  to  pipy  its  part  in  the 
coming  invasion.^® 
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Chapter  V 

iBAirauG  xii  the  lfi^ea  aie  rose: 


She  rapid  growth  of  the  Ilinth  Air  Force,  plus  the  diverse  units 
which  had  to  he  rapidly  incorporated  into  it,  created  a  serious 
training  problem.  Between  October  1943  and  April  1944  the  personnel 
of  this  organisation  expanded  from  2,162  to  163,312  men  distributed 
throughout  some  960  units.1  I!any  of  these  units  were  hastily  activated 
in  the  theater  from  recently  arrived  casuals  and  therefore  suffered 
from  a  lack  of  trained  personnel.  °  Other  groups  were  transferred 
directly  from  ihr,  Eighth  Air  Pores.  ’..Idle  the  latter  were  more  ex¬ 
perienced,  their  training  was  based  on  modes  of  thought  formed  in  a 
strategic  air  force  and  was  not  always  applicable  to  the  problems 
of  a  tactical  organization.  Some  units  arriving  from  the  United 
States  contained  well-trained  specialists,  but  by  far  the  greater 
number  who  arrived  in  England  could  only  be  described  as  “raw"  from 

4 

a  military  point  of  view.  Training,  therefore,  was  a  vital  necessity 
if  these  heterogeneous  elements  were  to  be  forged  into  the  necessary 
degree  of  mobility  and  flexibility  required  by  a  tactical  air  force. 

The  first  step  toward  the  organisation  of  an  instructional 
program  was  taken  on  8  ITovember  1943.®  A  training  memorandum  of 
that  date  ordered  each  command  to  provide  the  training  needed  by  its 
men  and  celled  for  a  wee’fLy  reuort  on  progress.  Training  and 
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Operations  Section.!  ninth  Air  Force  Headquarters,  was  to  supervise 

this  program  with  special  attention  to  operational  instruction. 

Technical  training  "became  the  particular  task  of  the  IS  Air  Service 

Oormiaad  except  for  certain  subjects  which  were  considered  a  part 

6 

of  Intelligence  and  wore  naturally  handled  by  that  section.  The 
prime  importance  of  mobility  was  fully  recognised,  and  subsequent 
directives  from  headquarters  required  that  all  commands  be  prepared 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  and  that  special  mobility  exercises  be 

V 

included  in  all  training  programs. 

As  instructional  procedures  developed,  they  tended  to  full  into 

two  general  classes:  (l)  indoctrination  and  instruction  for  officers 

and  men  immediately  'croon  arriving  and  prior  to  permanent  assignment ; 

and  (2)  "in  service51  training  conducted  by  the  commands  for  the 

benefit  of  their  own  assigned  personnel.  The  training  of  new  men 

began  immediately  upon  debarkation  when  they  \:ere  handed  a  booklet 

entitled  "Information  for  Incoming  Units,"  issued  3  ilovember  1943. 

This  manual  contained  pertinent  facts  on  the  organisation  of  the 

ITinth  Air  Force  and  special  information  on  conditions  in  the 
3 

theater.  Security  lectures  for  officers  uero  scheduled  within  24 
hours  after  arrival,  and  within  the  first  week  intelligence  officers 

9 

were  sent  to  an  orientation  course  on  intelligence  procedures. 

For  those  in  lower  echelons  preliminary  training  was  more  inten¬ 
sive,  being  based  on  a  7-day  wee!;  ’,/ith  a  minimum  of  44  hours  rerxuired 
of  each  man,  exclusive  of  night  flying."3,0  Ground  units  received 
immediate  lectures  on  airdrome  defense,  basic  weapons  review. 
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physical  training,  defense  against  paratroops,  and  defense  against 
chemical  attack.  Pilots'  initial  training  dealt  with  general  air¬ 
port  and  local  field  rules,  English  flying  rules,  radio  procedure, 

1? 

special  safety  instructions ,  and  aircraft  recognition.  J  Signal 
and  c onmuni cations  personnel  received  instruction  in  use  of  message 
centers  and  radio  in  the  United  Kingdom ,  British  telephone  systems, 
and  teleprinter  procedural 

ITaturally  the  PAF,  with  its  experienced  and  highly  developed 
facilities ,  was  of  great  help  to  the  I'inth.  Air  force  and  wan  frequently 
called  on  to  open  its  special  schools  to  American  officers  and  tech¬ 
nicians,  Typical  is  the  way  in  which  training  for  flying  control 
officers  was  set  up.  These  officers  were  first  sent  to  an  operating 
MS  station  for  a  fortnight's  orientation  and  observation  of  procedures. 
Eien  followed  S  weeks*  training  at  the  PAS’  Plying  Control  School; 
next,  the  men  were  returned  to  the  MP  station  for  3  weeks  of  opera- 

1  A 

tional  practice,  followed  hy  a  concluding  3  weeks  at  an  AAF  station. 

Intelligence  likei/ise  depended  to  a  considerable  extent  on 

British  experience,  plus  some  lectures  by  American  instructors.  Upon 

reaching  the  European  Theater,  the  intelligence  officer  was  seat  to 

a  special  indoctrination  course  lasting  from  4  to  10  days  and  consist- 

15 

ing  largely  of  lectures  by  British  and  American  specialists, 
following  this,  he  might  be  sent  to  any  one  of  a  numbor  of  British 
schools  opened  to  American  officers,  such  as  the  MB’  Intelligence 
School  at  Highgate,  London;  tho  Central  School  of  Recognition  at 
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Southport;  the  Armoured  Vehicle  Fighting  School  at  Dorset;  the 

Prisoner  of  i<ar  School  in  London;  and  the  Central  Photo  Interpret a- 

X6 

tion  School  at  Ilatlock,  Derbyshire.  After  completing  his  prepara¬ 
tory  training,  the  officer  would  then  he  assigned  to  a  unit  and  would 
continue  his  training  at  the  command's  intelligence  school  v.here 
courses  on  such  subjects  as  target  approaches,  geography,  flak,  and 
saps  and  map-making  would  bo  given.  As  the  Intelligence  Deception 

lianusl  stated,  "the  field  of  intelligence  training  is  a  broad  one 

17 

and  ono  in  which  there  can  hardly  be  too  much  training. 11 

But  the  greatest  amount  of  teaching  was  dons  after  classification 
and  assignment  by  the  various  commands  themselves.  Only  by  an  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  training  efforts  of  such  organisations  can  the  extent 
and  variety  of  this  program  in  the  Ilinth  Air  Force  be  revealed. 


Air  Service  Command,  'the  Bradley  Plan  had  envisaged  specific, 
specialised  service  units,  carefully  organised  and  trained  in  the 
United  States  for  their  particular  tasks  and  transported  to  the 

HQ 

theater  intact  and  ready  for  action.  Actually,  many  of  these  units 
were  not  allowed  to  leave  the  United  States  because  of  insufficient 
training,  but  since  the  need  for  service  organisations  was  acuta, 
they  were  often  activated  provisionally  in  the  theater  and  casuals 
assigned  to  them  as  fast  as  they  were  available. Phase  service 
units  rapidly  took  shape,  therefore,  but  frequently  they  were  under¬ 
manned  and  almost  always  lacked  the  requisite  skills  for  their 
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difficult  tasks.  In  some  cases,  reclassification  procedures  in  the 
theater  relieved  the  situation,  but  the  basic  need  was  for  a  program 
of  intensive  training  throughout  the  command  and  this  was  soon  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Personnel  and  Graining  Division. 

At  the  end  of  Ocbooer  1943  men  were  sent  to  British  salvage  units 
for  a  30-day  course  of  salvage  training.  Instruction  in  tire  spotting, 
motor  vehicle  waterproofing,  and  mobile  reclamation  and  repair  was 
being  given  in  various  groups  by  the  beginning  of  ITovenber .  Later 
in  tho  month,  training  in  mines  and  booby  traps  was  started,  but 

instruction  proceeded  rather  slowly  and  had  to  be  supplemented  by 

PO 

courses  at  some  of  the  British  schools. 

On  6  Decenoer  1943,  Col.  Stanton  I.  Smith  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  a  newly  formed  Graining  Division  in  the  command.  It  was  divided 
into  four  training  sections:  (l)  physical  training,  (2)  technical 
training,  (0)  supply,  and  (4)  specialist  (military)  training. Go 
speed  up  this  work ,  mobile  teams  of  instructors  wero  instituted  who 
traveled  from  unit  to  unit  supervising  instruction  and  making  demon¬ 
strations.  Ghus  a  traveling  school  of  P-51  maintenance  specialists 
coordinated  work  in  this  field  throughout  the  command,^  In  order 
to  give  equal  experience  in  repair  work  to  the  mobile  reclamation 
and  repair  squadrons,  they  were  rotated  through  the  various  air  depots 

so  that  each  man  night  have  an  opportunity  to  do  Ms  particular  repair 

33 

job  on  an  airplane  damaged  in  actual  combat. 
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In  spite  of  these  efforts,  a  survey  of  the  IX  Air  Service  Command 

training  facilities  made  in  January  194-1  showed  that  only  50  per  cent 

of  the  requests  for  training  uere  being  net.  Shortly  afterwards 

a  serious  shortage  in  sheet  netal  workers  was  revealed.*^  Although 

men  were  being  sent  to  the  Basic  Sheet  Metal  School  (British)  at 

B'eston  for  a  9-week  course  and  a  special  school  for  sheet  metal  work 

was  instituted  at  each  of  the  tactical  air  depots,  this  shortage  con- 
36 

tinned  into  April.  Another  training  survey  made  in  March  showed 
continuing  deficiencies,  and  as  a  result  U8S2AT  finally  gave  the 
IX  Service  Command  a  first  priority  on  all  availaolo  technical  train¬ 
ing  facilities  for  the  nest  10  weeks  so  that  an  adequate  suoply  of 
basics  could  be  trained  for  duty  with  service  units.  ^ 

ilo  tui  the  tan  ding  difficulties,  Inarch  was  a  month  of  great  expan¬ 
sion  in  the  command's  training  program.  An  ’’on-the-job M  training 
project  was  started  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  technical  schools 

and  meet  the  deficiencies  brought  out  by  the  surveys  of  January 
23 

March.  On-the-job  instruction  was  offered  in  such  fields  as  sheet 
metal  work ,  automotive  equipment  mechanics,  aircraft  electrical  work, 
and  aircraft  instrument  specialist  work.  2o  familiarise  British  and 
American  mechanics  with  Allied  equipment,  reciprocal  training  in  air¬ 
craft  maintenance  was  introduced.  Arrangements  were  made  for  apmroxd,- 
nately  200  EA?  mechanics  to  receive  training  in  the  servicing  of 
American  planes ,  while  120  American  technicians  received  instruction 


in.  the  maintenance  of  British  aircraft. 
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Sone  truer  corapa.nl es  had  begun  their  “bat tie- vise"  training  as 
early  as  Rebruary.®0  In  1  larch  additional  units  practiced  maneuvers 
and  received  instructions  in  -preparation  for  D-day,  On  15-16  i larch 
a  special  series  of  lectures  on  overseas  movement  was  given  to  all 
unit  commander s  and  S-4’s.  Pile  following  subjects  were  covered:®*** 

1.  Pro olems  involved  in  planning  an  overseas  movement. 

Brigadier  General  Riddell  (British  Par  Office) 

0.  Transportation  problems  involved  in  a  short  sea  voyage. 
Brigadier  General  Posa  (SOS) 

3.  Air  Corps  supply  system  in  a  far-shorc  movement.  Ilajor 
Grander  (Plans,  Kq_.  IXAT3Q) 

4.  lending  craft  and  their  use.  Colonel  Henriques  (British 
Army  Troop  Command) 

5.  Preparation  of  units  and  organi cations  for  overseas 
movement,  lieutenant  Colonel  Green  (.IXAFdC) 

The  climax  of  this  “battlc-wlae'1  training  was  BCCLORARG,  an 
exercise  for  all  commands  in  the  waterproofing  and  landing  of  motor 
vehicles.  Shis  exercise,  which  "began  on  19  April  and  continued  for 
several  weehs,  involved  55  units,  66?  vehicles,  and  3,563  men.33 
She  historical  officer  gives  an  account  of  a  typical  "run"  which  he 
witnessed  during  the  exorcise.  The  particular  unit  which  he  observed 
was  sent  to  a  marshalling  area  15  miles  west  of  Southhampton.  The 
first  day  was  spent  in  watching  the  waterproofing  of  other  vehicles, 
and  the  next  day  the  group  went  into  action.  After  being  loaded  on 
LCS*g  at  tho  Royal  loch,  tho  units  were  moved  down  the  coast  in  the 
morning  end  anchored  offshore  in  about  3  feet  of  water.  The  vehicles 
then  slid  down  the  gang  plahbs  and  plowed  through  the  surf  to  the 
beach.  Prom  this  training  exercise  it  was  learned  that  many  units 
were  not  yet  familiar  with  procedures  in  preparation  for  overseas 
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achieved. 


Although  nuch  had  been  done  by  the  IX  Service  Command, 


a  full  urogram  of  training  rtill  lay  ahead. 


Troop  Carrier  Gor.rv.uu..  Acide  from  the  evacuation  of  -oatients  from 

northern  Ireland  and  some  freight  transportation,  the  Troop  Carrier 

Corn. ana  engaged  in  practically  no  operations  until  D-day,  and  this 

gave  then;  an  advantage  in  training  not  shared  by  other  organisations . 

It  nay  be  said  that  fron  its  activation  until  6  June  1944  the  entire 

history  of  the  command  was  largely  one  of  training. 

Daring  IToveaber  1943  a  preliminary  trip  to  ITorth  Africa  was 

made  by  Brig.  Gen.  3.  F,  Giles  and  a  group  of  officers  to  study  the 

work  of  the  Troop  Carrier  Gotland  there.  Special  attention  ms  paid 

to  units  engaged  in  training  maneuvers  involving  large-scale  glider 

exercif  re  and  similar  operatione  were  later  introduced  in  England. 

A  field  order  of  9  l~o  venter  1943  ordered  the  90th  71ng  to  undertake 

full-cealc  training  Emissions,''  and  on  18  ITovonber  troop  carriers  and 

gliders  of  the  wing  carried  the  101st  Airborne  Troops  in  a  rehearsal 

37 

of  cross-Channel  ooeritionE. 

In  Decenbar,  the  operations  knovn  ns  "regimental  combat  team 

exercises"  began.  These  were  elaborately  planned  exercises  involving 

as  many  of  the  battle  techniques  of  air  transportation  as  possible. 

The  directive  for  these  maneuvers  prescribed  the  following  regulations: 

1.  Pathfinder  aircraft  and  ground  crews  to  employ  p/h  Gryoton 
lights,  Delta  lights,  smoke  bombs,  colored  flares,  Aldis 
lamos,  and  Very  pistole. 
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3.  Smoke  to  t>e  laid  by  aircraft  covering  the  approaches  to 
carrier  ■oltaies  and  landings  of  paratroops  and  gliders. 

3.  Operations  to  employ  combined  paratroops  and  gliders, 
i.e.  tugs  carrying  rsaratrooporfi . 

4.  night  re-supply  missions  to  'os  undertaken. 

Paper  war  games  end  exercises  during  the  month  revealed  a  need  for 

more  efficient  staff  planning,  tetter  communications ,  end  in  general, 

39 

more  practice  in  all  operations-  connected  with  airborne  lendings. 

During  the  constant  paratroop  and  glider  training  exercises,  the  day 

of  20  December  1943  stands  out  as  historically  important  since  the 

command' r  first  genuine  operational  mission  tool;  place  on  that  date. 

■Two  planes  of  the  command  evacuated  patients  from  l&ghaberry,  Ireland, 

4.0 

to  Pershore,  Dnglrnd. '  Henceforth,  these  trips  were  a  regular  feature 

of  Eroou  Carrier  Comiiond'n  activities. 

Although  severely  hampered  by  adverse  weather  conditions, glider 

tows  end  paratroop  drops  were  continued  in  January  and  February  of 

1944.^  *?ith  the  advent  of  slightly  better  weather  in  I  larch,  as  well 

as  an  increase  in  units  and  personnel,  training  in  the  command  was 

considerably  expanded.  She  calendar  of  the  435th  Croup  gives  an 

excellent  idea  of  Droop  Carrier  training  activities  at  this  tine; 

3  I  larch:  12  a/c  and  one  Pathfinder  a/c  in  night  paratroop 
drop  (troopers  simulated) 

3  ISarch:  12  a/c  with  other  squadrons  in  a  re-supply  mission 
7  Ilarch:  3  a/c  formation  flying,  two  hours  thirty  seconds 
13  I  larch:  paratroop  jump:  79  troopers 
15  harch:  13  a/c  in  paradrop  mission;  213  troops  and  79 

parapacks 

30  Ilarch:  parndrop  with  engineers  and  some  British  units 
23  harch;  maneuvers  and  uaradrops  for  Churchill ,  Zxsenhouer , 
and  guests 

25  2  larch:  11  a/c  in.  a  group  nisei  on,  dropping  123  troops,  3 

mortars,  1  buggy,  and  2  bundles  of  rock — a  total  of 
SCO  pounds 
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37  Ilareh;  10  a/c  and.  10  gliders;  tow  formation  morning  and 
afternoon4® 

the  wings  carried  on  exercisee  with  larger  units.  On  15  I  larch., 
come  50  planes  participated  in  oxercire  FHEGSI  ’.1th  the  6th  Airborne 
Li vision  of  the  Home  Forces  (British).  At  3000  British  Standard  Time, 
the  aircraft  took  off  and  flew  to  the  dropping  area  near  k’interbourne 
Stokes  where  units  were  successfully  dropped.  Altitude  ms  500  to 
£00  feet  'tri.th  a  jumping  speed  of  110  miles  per  hour.  She  exercise 
tool"  place  on  a  very  dark  night  with  no  visible  horizon,  and  although 
the  dropping  zone  ms  lighted  with  a  ’'l'1  of  white  lights,  this  could 
not  be  seen  by  the  pilots,  However,  the  use  of  a  green  0  3  lamp 
guided  the  planes  to  the  proper  area.  On  30  ; larch  an  unusually 
mas Give  operation  occurred  involving  279  planes  and  154  Horae,  gliders; 
although  the  planes  reached  the  dropping  sone,  conditions  there  pre- 
vented  jumping.  *  " 

these  training  operations  revealed  that  the  need  for  extensive 

practice  in  airborne  movements  ms  still  great.  luring  the  first 

4  days  of  I 'arch,  the  53d  Froop  Carrier  king  ran  three  missions,  all 

of  which  were  adjudged  unsuccessful.45  On  a  bundle-dropning  mission 

46 

10  1  larch ,  the  434th  Group  completely  missed  the  target,  while  a 

47 

glider  mission  a  fer  days  later  shoved  moor  dispersal  of  gliders. 

In  April,  training  operations  vere  greatly  extended.  Increased 

numbers  of  airborne  troops,  both  glider  and  pari  chute,  were  delivered 

46 

to  dropping  areas  in  day  and  night  maneuvers.  techniques  especially 
emphasised  in  the  accelerated  training  of  the  command  were  formation 
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flights i  take-offs  and  ljmdings  with  overloads,  dead  reckoning ,  and 

1 9 

ascent  ' nd  descent  through  the  overcast.-  Uith  the  establishment 
of  a  IX  Troop  Carrier  Advanced  headquarters  at  Station  456,  it 
vac  apparent  to  all  that  the  goal  of  their  training  efforts  ms  not 
far  off. 

hi ffater  Command.  do  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  men  of  the  lighter 
Command  in  training  exercises,  the  expression  ,!combat  drill”  ms 
substituted  for  the  over-worked  and  unpopular  term  "training."  Direc¬ 
tives  for  combat  drill  were  then  issued  in  the  form  of  field  orders 
to  heighten  the  illusion  of  combat  activities.*^  On  34  November  1943, 
exercise  BBsiES  was  held  to  train  headquarters  porsonnel  in  setting  in 
and  operating  a  field  command  post,  during  the  exercise,  emphasis  was 
placed  on  mobility  and  effective  comnuni cations.  Exercise  EEDUDEHOLODD 
was  the  appropriate  name  given  to  an  operation  for  the  training  of  the 
dl-imortcnt  weather  units.  Between  13  and  20  December,  a  combat 
team  of  five  weather  units  in  the  field  worked  the  weather  net  by  radio 

raid,  by  providing  weather  service  for  forward  echelon  air  force  units, 

51 

simulated  weather  unit  operations  behind  an  advancing  combat  front. 

do  make  the  command  mobile  for  field  operations  with  ground 
forces,  a  mobile  operations  team  was  created  VOOC-  28  November  under 
Lt.  Col.  2ny  J.  Stocker.  This  was  not  so  much  a  separate  organisation 
as  it  was  a  mobile  forward  echelon  of  headquarters.  It  was  made  up 
of  a  cadre  of  18  officers  and  44  men,  representing  the  staff  sections 
of  headquarters  that  were  concern' d  with  operations.  To  simulate  field 
conditions,  the  "IIoMle  Ops,11  as  it  was  called,  sot  up  camp  in  the 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 

102 

woods  adjacent  to  the  kiddle  Hallop  airdrome,  with  officers  living 
in  vans,  and  enlisted  sen  in  tents,  Die  team  was  completely  self- 
rnff  icient  with  its  own  kitchen  and  trucks.  During  Dec  either,  the 
Ilohile  Ops  spent  most  of  its  tine  building  car®,  getting  its  equip¬ 
ment,  organising  its  sections,  and  training  personnel.53 

Eith  the  cooperation  of  "both,  the  Eighth  Air  Force  and  the 
HAT,  training  for  fighter  pilots  was  instituted  early  in  November. 

On  the  5th »  one  of  the  training  officers  of  the  Eighth  visited 

ITinth  fighter  Headquarters  to  as  si  f  t  in  setting  tro  a  system  similar 

53 

to  that  used  hy  the  Eighth,  She  basic  training  memorandum  provided 
for  pilot  instruction  in  cap  reading,  E/2  procedure  and  homing 
practice,  formation  flying,  instrument  flying,  individual  stem 
attacks,  navigation,  air-to-ground  firing,  aerobatics,  air  fighting, 
search  formations,  cloud  flying,  air-to-air  firing,  squadron  formations, 

nigh-altitude  climb  to  30,000  feet,  low  flying,  bombing  practice, 

54 

night  flying,  ana  rendezvous  missions. 

Ground  school  training  in  the  command  specifically  required 

classes  in  airdrome  control,  air-sea  rescue,  dinghey  drill,  security, 

55 

study  of  mosaics,  and  prisoner  of  war  interrogation.  navigators 
were  required  to  be  proficient  in  cross-country  flying,  night  flying, 
meteorology,  shooting  techniques,  cannon,  machine  guns  and  ammunition, 
and  •pyrotechnics. 

Intelligence  training  in  the  Fighter  Gormand  stressed  briefing 
of  various  types  of  missions,  and  numerous  officers  were  sent  to  the 
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Eighth  Fighter  Comrvmd  Orientation  School  and  the  EA F  Escape  and 

Evasion  School  at  ELfhgate,  "hero  ouch  subjects  as  security,  briefing, 

geography,  prisoners,  recognition,  combat  reports,  organisation  of  the 

67 

P.AF,  end  organisation  of  the  OAF  were  studied.  After  this  thorough 
preparation,  intelligence  officers  were  allowed  a  weed's  observation 
period  at  an  Eighth  Air  Force  station  before  being  assigned  to  a  ITinth. 
fighter  unit.*'’^ 

Gwing  to  a  shortage  of  "recon"  pilots,  it  was  considered  desiraole 
to  give  this  training  to  fighter  pilots  who  could  be  used  in  recon¬ 
naissance  when  necessary.  During  February  and  I  larch  men  from  the 
Fighter  Command  were  sent  to  a  special  school  at  Station  449  with 
pilots  of  the  67th  Tactical  Fcconnaissan.ce  Group  as  instructors.  The 
subject  natter  covered  included  nap  reading,  lot*- and  medium-level 
navigation,  basic  organisation  of  enemy  forces  and  their  tactics, 
organisation  of  the  U,  S.  Army,  accurate  reporting  of  T/P.  missions, 
and  tactics  of  reconnaissance  missions.  One  fighter  pilot  from  each 
squadron  was  to  be  assigned  to  this  school,  and  beginning  with  February 
it  was  expected  to  train  a  minimum  of  sin  pilots  per  course.  The 

pilots  in  training  were  espccted  to  furnish  their  own  planes  and 
59 

crew  chiefs. 

The  experience  of  the  ITinth  Air  Force  in  the  Iliddle  Fast  and  of 
the  Twelfth  in  Forth  Africa  had  shown  the  great  value  of  air-ground 
cooperation.  At  a  comparatively  early  period  in  the  history  of  the 
IX  Fighter  Command,  preparation  was  mp.de  for  both  theoretical  sn&jrectieel 
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training  .  in  these  tactics.  At  ITinth  Headquarters,  A-3  arranged  a 

carles  of  short  lecture  courses.  Sis;  of  these  were  given  throughout 

60 

December  of  1943  end  January  and  February  of  194*1;  they  were 

attended  by  officers  from  ITinfeh  Mr  Toreo  Headquarters  and  the 

command  headquarters ,  commanding  generals  of  corps  and  divisions  of 

the  ground  forces,  specially  selected  staff  officers,  air  liaison 

officers,  and  various  hoy  U.S.  l'avy  and  EAF  personnel. ^  She  course 

given  34-25  January  1944  is  especially  significant,  not  only  because 

of  the  diversified  subject  natter,  but  also  because  of  the  imposing 

’’faculty”  that  gave  the  lectures; 

’’Origin  and  rolo  of  the  ninth  Air  Force,1'  It.  Sen.  Leris 
H.  Brereton 

f,Eho  principles  of  air  support , 8  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Larocquo 

”Ihe  organisation  and  operation  of  the  Air  Support 
Command,1'  Haj.  Gen.  3.  E.  C^iesada 

’’Functioning  of  radar  in  air  support,’1  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Garland 

’’Fighter  eng  figjrter/honber  operations,”  Colonel  Stec’cer 

”Eh©  organisation  and  operation  of  medium  bombardment , 11 
Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  3.  Anderson 

”Dh©  organisation  and  operation  of  the  Airborne  Division,” 
Haj.  Gen.  bn.  C.  Lee 

”G?he  organisation  and  operation  of  the  Eroop  Carrier 
Command,”  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Giles63 

Keanwhile,  actual  training  in  air-ground  tactics  was  being 

carried  on  at  almost  tho  same  tin©  at  the  tactical  stations.  Brig. 

Gsn.  Hwood  E.  Quesada  set  up  a  training  course  in  bombing  for  fighter 


~ 1  -  i  in 
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pilots  as  a  preliminary  to  using  some  floater  units  as  fighter- 

oonbers.  She  course  called  for  two  weeks  of  concentrated  bombing 

practice  par  tactical  group,  Each,  pilot  was  to  go  on  five  dive- 

and  five  low-level  bombing  missions;  and  each  squadron  was  to  under- 

63 

take  three  dive-  or  $.1  do-bombing  missions  as  a  unit.  Some  diffi¬ 
culties  were  encountered  in  getting  fighter  grottos  off  bomber-escort 
missions  long  enough  to  undertake  this  training,  but  at  last  some 
were  released,  and  in  Inarch  and  April  instructions  proceeded  approxi¬ 
mately  as  scheduled,  with  the  365th  lighter  Group  the  first  unit  to 

64 

be  given  the  course. 

Che  arrival  of  the  4£3d  Eight  lighter  Squadron  posed  a  difficult 

proolcm  for  the  lighter  Command  since  the  ninth  had  engaged  in  no 

night  operations  after  reaching  England.  Arrangements  were  finally 

n^.de  for  an  RAF  liaison  staff  of  experienced  night  fighters  to  be 

attached  to  the  squadron  during  its  training  period,  and  this 

•  65 

assistance  proved  to  ue  of  great  oenefit. 

In  I  larch  the  command  established  closer  relations  with  the 

(Twelfth  Air  (Force  in  Italy  in  order  to  bring  into  its  training  the 

66 

lessons  of  actual  battle  experience  in  air-ground  cooperation. 

Officers  of  the  IZ‘  Fight©?  Command  were  sent  to  Italy  to  observe 
fighters  working  with  jro.n.&  forces  and  than  brought  back  to  assist  in 
training.  Especially  important  in  this  connection  was  the  Ilillfield 
School  for  low  attach.  This  training  center  was  a  British,  institution 
used  by  the  Allied  Zrrooditionaiy  Air  Force  to  work  out  the  best  tactics 
and  techniques  in  divo  bombing,  ground  strafing,  and  rochet-oro j ectile 


HI 
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attacks.  Both  British  and  American  pilots  were  brought  from  the 

Italian  theater  to  serve  as  instructors,  and  when  the  first  American 

trainees  began  to  arrive  in  I  larch  the;/  wore  placed  under  the  commend 

of  Ool, Arthur  Salisbury,  a  bombardment  exnert  brought  to  the  school 

to  act  as  advisor  on  fighter  tombing.  ITinth  Fighter  pilots  studied 

principles  of  bombing ,  and  ran  practice  mi scions  against  bridges, 

locomotives,  trucks,  and  tanks.  Ehey  also  practiced  strafing  attacks 

on  convoys.  After  each  "dry  run, 11  a  critique  would  be  held  at  which 

the  pilots  wo ‘old  discuss  the  tactics  of  the  mission  and  point  out 

sdstakes  that  had  been  made.  Pilots  selected  for  this  school  were 

usually  senior  grotto  operations  officers,  squadron,  commanders,  and 

flight  leaders.  Classes  were  to  last  about  3  week3  with  approximately 

G7 

60  pilots  in  a  class. 

draining  was  intonsifiod  with  the  arrival  of  better  weather  in 
April.  Aa  may  units  as  could  be  released  from  current  operations 
practiced  divo  and  glide  bombing,  lou-level  attacks  ,  reconnaissance, 
night  flying*  low-1 ovcl  navigation,  continuous  patrol  convoys,  and 
smoko  laying.  Serious  engine  trouble  in  the  F-SB’s,  however,  re¬ 
tarded  to  a  considerable  extent  the  training  of  the  370th  Fighter 
Group.0®  She  432d  and  423d  Tight  Fighter  Squadrons  suffered  an  even 
more  serious  handicap  in  thoir  training  activities:  they  had  no 
pianos,  nor  had  any  indication  been  received  from  the  United  States 
as  to  when  additional  night  flying  aircraft  vould  be  forthcoming.70 

3 y  the  middle  of  April  the  initial  phase  of  Fighter  Command 
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in  many  subjects  continued,  find  plans  were  Bade  to  continue  this 


indefinitely. 


Bomber  Comand.  Owing  to  the  fact  th  t  the  S8th  Bombardment  finy 

(formerly  the  3d  Bombardment  Bin--,  VIII  Air  Support  Command}  had 

71 

"been  operational  since  Hay  1843,  extensive  training  in  the  II 
Bomber  Command  did  not  begin  until  the  arrival  of  relatively  inex¬ 
perienced  units.  Ihe  basic  directive  for  training  was  issued  15 
December  1943  to  cover  the  period  from  1  January  to  28  February 
1944.  **  Bhe  purpose  of  the  directive  was  to 

serve  as  a  guide  for  unit  commanders  in  curtaining  training  in 
conjunction  with  and  in  furtherance  of  actual  operations.  It 
proscribes  training  requirements  which  mot  be  undertaken  by 
all  units  upon  comiction  of  the  training  proscribed  in  I’inth 
Bomber  Command  'enorandun  50-3,  4  February  1943. ^ 

Bomber  crev.’s  were  to  aske  all  possible  use  of  link  and  various  other 

trainers,  involving  bombardment,  gunnery,  navigation,  and  recognition. 

Combat  wing  commanders  were  to  have  general  supervision  over  training, 

but  most  of  the  work  was  carried  on  in  the  groups  by  group  training 

7A 

sections,  composed  of  nine  officers  2nd  29  enlisted  nen  each.  " 

Under  the  supervision  of  these  sections,  an  atteraot  was  made  to 

give  new  pilots  73  hours  training,  bombardier-navigators  S3,  gunners 

53,  and  radio  operators  80  hours,  as  called  for  by  the  old  Finth 

75 

Bomber  Command  training  directive.  On  17  December  1943,  a  basic 
gunnery  program  was  set  up  with  a  definition  of  minimum  gunnery 
requirements  for  participation  in  combat  mi  scions.  EMs  was  to 
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male©  possibles  the  training  of  additionaljunner'  to  be  selected  frea 

3  ,  73 
ground  crew  and  office  personnel. 

ITew  units  began  to  arrive  in  increasing  numbers  after  the  first 
77 

of  tho  year,  and  since  they  were  unfamiliar  with,  flying  techniques 
in  the  theater,  various  training  memoranda  were  hurriedly  published 
by  the  command  to  acquaint  the  new  officers  with  the  needed  informa¬ 
tion.  Eroining  llemoranchia  60-3,  dated  30  January  1944,  cover od  ground 
training,  British  flying  procedures,  and  formation  flying;  and  for 
the  benefit  of  navigators ,  all  proolons  connected  with  navigation 

in  the  theater  wore  fully  covered  in  Ileao  53-7 — a  manual  of  71 
79 

£3  * 

But  publications  alone  do  not  constitute  a  training  program. 

Bor  operations  as  complicated  and  involved  as  aerial  bombardment , 

intensive  o reparation  in  specialised  schools  is  essential,  and  for 

this  the  IS  Bomber  Command  turned  to  the  BAB.  She  British  Central 

Gunnery  School  at  Sutton  Bridge  offered  one  course  for  pilots  and 

another  for  flexible  gunners;  it  was  hoped  that  all  gunnery  officers 

of  the  ITinth  Air  force  would  have  received  training  there  by  the 
SO 

end  of  April.  Ihc  BAG  School  of  Army  Cooperation  offered  courses 

for  commanding  officers,  wing  and  grouo  commanders,  and  wing  8-2* s, 

S-3's,  end  grotto  S-2's,  from  December  194-3  to  April  1944,  65  places 

were  reserved  for  Americans,  and  Generals  Brereton,  Strnkm,  Cnesa&a , 

31 

and.  Anderson  wsra  among  those  who  attended.  "  5he  Air-Sea  Bescne 
School  at  BlacLroooi  and  tho  Central  ITight  Vision  School  at  Upoer 
Heyford  were  also  available  to  a  small  number  of  Americans.  She 


'■surTT 
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Specialised  Instructors1  School  of  Lov;  Attack  r.t  I  oilfield,  although 
largely  devoted  to  fighter-bombor  problems,  was  also  utilised  by 
sowo  of  the  IS  I&oriber  Command  because  of  its  instruction,  in  low 
level  bombardment.^ 

By  the  end  of  January  1944  training  in  the  command  was  so  ad¬ 
vanced  beyond  the  preliminary  stage  that  practice  boobing  operations 
could  be  undertaken  in  support  of  assault  troops  establishing  a 

beachhead  against  a  theoretic.*- A  enemy.  Slapton  Sands,  Devonshire, 

S3 

was  frequently  used  for  these  operations. 

A  training  survey  made  in  Ilarch,  when  training  had  been  in 

effect  about  3  months,  showed  that  progress  was  being  made  with  the 

older  groups  but  not  always  with  the  newer  arrivals.  Combat  crews 

just  become  operational  were  not  yet  solidified  into  smooth- working 
8*4 

teams.  Gunners  needed  greater  familiarity  with  the  son©  system  of 

firing,  and  new  radio  operators  had  not  yet  fully  mastered  the  complex 

35 

signal  sot-up  in  the  area.  She  performance  of  inexperienced  flight 

and  box  leaders  vjas  considered  unsatisfactory,  snd  command  headquarters 

was  concerned  over  a  "lowered  level  of  proficiency'1  in  bombing 
86 

operations.  Apparently  operations  were  cutting  too  extensively  into 
training,  and  to  counteract  this,  authority  was  obtained  from  I’inth 
Air  Force  Headquarters  on  9  llarch  to  reduce  the  pressure  on  indi¬ 
vidual  3-33  crews.  Henceforth,  only  SC  aircraft  wore  to  be  airborne 
per  group  ner  mission,  exceot  for  a  maximum  effort.  In  such  an 
attack,  54  bombers  might  be  used.  Seventy-five  ulanes  were  set  as 
the  .maximum  number  of  planes  to  be  airborne  during  the  day,  and  this 
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policy  was  followed  throughout  the  month,  except  for  the  mission 

87 

against  Ijnuidc-n  on  26  March,  1944. 

The  results  of  this  operation  caused  a  certain  amount  of  dis¬ 
appointment  at  ITinth  Air  Force  Headquarters.  The  attach  had  "been 
made  in  great  force  against  German  3-boat  pens,  and  34-1  Marauders 
had  particioatcd,  later  photo  reconnaissance  revealed  that  the  amount 
of  damage  was  not  as  great  as  had  been  anticipated.  The  pens  were  not 

seriously  damaged ,  nnd  p  coffer  den  near-by  was  not  hrei.ch.ea  in  suite 

£b 

of  receiving  four  direct  hits.  Aftor  the  effort  expended  to  "bring 
about  a  neutralisation  of  the  target,  General  3rereton  requested  that 
the  Bomber  Command  undertake  an  investigation  of  errors  made  during 
the  attack.^ 

The  results  of  the  inquiry  showed  that  incorrect  wind  data,  plus 
the  failure  of  the  lead  bombardiers  to  recheel:  their  meteorological 
information  while  nearing  the  target,  wore  prime  causes  of  the  bomb¬ 
ing  failure.  Other  factors  were  a  lac!:  of  coordination  among  members 
of  individual  crews,  a  slackening  of  concentration  when  the  weather 

90 

was  good,  and  hurried  and  insufficient  oom'o  runs. 

As  a  result  of  this  mission,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Head¬ 
quarters,  1  inth  Air  Force  demanded  f,n  first  priority  on  daylight 
91 

bonoing  practice. 11  Henceforth,  IX  comber  Command  required  that 

strip  photographs  of  bombing  runs  be  turned  into  headquarters  ’.l thin 

92 

24  hours  after  completion  of  a  nisei  on.  All  commanders  were  in¬ 
structed  to  stress  bombardier-navigator  teamwork,  with  constant 
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recheckins  of  weather  data  and  the  use  of  the  D63  computer.  wher¬ 
ever  possible,  aodiun  bombers  returning  lions  iron  a  nis-ion  were  to 
enrage  in  practice  bomb  rung  before  the  pianos  were  reamed  for  the 
neat  operation.®4" 

At  the  end  of  1  larch,  General  Anderson  went  to  Italy  to  study  the 
erplojnent  of  medium  and  light  bonders  in  the  Ilediterranean  Cheater 
with  a  vie1,,'  to  improving  the  ninth's  bonding  record. On  his 
return,  he  advocated  more  careful  selection  and  training  of  lead 
crows,  greater  emphasis  on  the  offensive  spirit  in  briefing,  ruth¬ 
less  elimination  of  incompetents ,  end  noro  careful  checking  of  wind 
data  by  lead  bombardiers  and  navigators.  He  also  recommended  that, 
prior  to  D-day,  the  command  be  assigned  bridges  as  targets  to  deter¬ 
mine  their  bousing  accuracy,  that  er.cn  group  have  tnree  practice 

oortbing  runs  against  beaches,  and  that  four  of  the  oldest  groups  be 

,  „  96 

removed  iron  operations  for  1  week’s,  practice  before  D-day. 

Progress  was  made,  out  it  was  slow,  and  there  were  setbacks. 

As  a  result  of  a  report  subnitted  10  April  on  bombing  errors  of  the 
394th  and  344  th  Grown s ,  General  Dreroton  stated  that  the  bombing  of 
these  grouos  showed  "poor  leadership,  lack  of  aggressiveness,  im¬ 
proper  tactics  and  techniques ,  and  a  lack  of  training  or  a  proper 
application  of  these  elements. "  It  was  then  decided  to  renove  old 
oohb  groups  from  operations  for  a  period  of  1  week  where  additional 
training  seemed  imperative.  Kio  first  group  to  rec-iv  this  extra 
training  was  the  333d,  which  had  been  operational  since  15  July  1343 
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and  was  beginning  to  show  signs  of  vrar-wearines  s.  Precision  bonb- 
ing  rae  essphaeiEed  in  this  training  and  crews  were  encouraged  to  he 
alert  in  correcting  errors  and  tho  sources  of  errors.  3y  the  end  of 
April  these  efforts  he  ten  to  hear  fruit,  and  the  "bombing  of  the 
IZ  Domber  Command  ocgc.n  to  show  marked  improvement .  “  ^ 

3H£ill£££  figaiXifliL.  Although  this  coiamnd  was  not  formally  activated 
until  30  ! larch  1944,  units  of  air  engineers  began  training  for  in¬ 
vasion  operations  as  early  as  ITovemher  1943,  while  at  the  sene  tine 
they  carried  on  construction  jobs.  General  training  subjects  for  all 
grouos  included  -hyrical  education,  cloro  order  drill,  mem  reeding, 
defense*  against  chemical  attach,  water-proofing,  motor  convoy,  mines, 

booby  traps,  bivouac  and  assault  training,  scouting  and  oatrolling, 

100 

camouflage ,  and  email  unit  combat  problems  .  A  fine  and  Booby  frao 
School  rap  organised  by  A-3  with  a  course  lasting  1  reek , 101  and  a 
suecial  camouflage  school  instituted  to  give  officers  some  idea 
of  the  basic  elements  of  this  art  and  their  application  in  the  field. 

..her over  possible,  units  of  the  command  were  sent  on  special 
training  exorcises  such  as  the  3-day  field  exercise  (23-26  I  larch) 
which  c or.nl ct eel.  the  formal  training  of  the  818th  Engineer  (Avn) 
Sattalion.  In  addition  to  serving  as  a  basic  inf jn try  refresher, 
this  exercise  involved  the  firing  of  weapons  of  Tvrious  tyoes,  the 
r *at e r-pro of ing  of  vehicles,  end  actual  participation  in  embarkation 


and  loading. 


103 


In  the  words  of  tho  unit  historian, 
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Eae  static  conditions  of  the  preceding  year  v;ere  discarded  and 
to  a  great  extent,  the  desired  nobility  of  &  mit  of  this  tyoe 
ttis  achieved.  3ivouacing  and  training  in  the  field,  and,  last 
but  not  least,  knowledge  of  the  bad  and  the  good  of  the  'O' 
end  'A*  rations  all  helped  to  make  the  unit  a  core  vcll-roundcd 
one.104 

Lar^e-gcale  field  aad  mobility  exercises.  As  the  tine  for  invasion 
drew  nearer,  training  exercises  increased  in  sine  and  scope,  host 
of  these  operations  were  conducted  in  the  field  under  conditions 
that  reproduced  as  accurately  as  possible  the  actual  invasion  tactics 
and  problems.  In  exerciso  F UGA ,  ?,  siieuloted  invasion  operation  from 
loading  to  beach  assault  was  staged  along  the  south  Cornwall  and 
levonshirti  coast  fron  SO  December  1943  to  4-  January  1944. 105  Un¬ 
fortunately,  toctical  units  of  the  Ainth  Air  Force  were  not  present 
because  of  high  priority  operational  commitments.  It  had  been  planned 
that  a  squadron  of  the-  67th  Eecoanaissaace  Group  would  operate  with 
the  ground  troops  during  DOCK,  but  through  a  mi  sunder standing,  10 
Croup  FAF  refused  to  clear  planes  into  the  area;  b;  the  time  this 
confusion  was  resolved,  root  of  the  exercise  had  tchen  place.106  Al¬ 
though  tactical  unite  of  the  Fighter  Command  were  unable  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  opportunity  to  practice  with  the  ground  forces,  many 
ninth  Mr  Force  troops  did  take  part  in  the  operation.  Approximately 
GOO  men  of  the  An  vine  er ,  Fighter,  rm  Service  Cos:  ends,  plus  338 
trucks ,  were  landed  on  the  oeachhend.  She  exercise  indicated  the 
need  of  additional  coordination  between  the  Air  Forces  and  the  Lh.vy, 

since  during  the  embarkation  and  landing  many  special  Air  Forces  units 

X07 

wore  broken  up  and  their  fragments  widely  scattered. 
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was  held  with  Army  and  1 favy  unite  partlcip'  tine.  had  weather  pre¬ 
vented  the  366th  Tighter  Croup  iron  functioning  as  planned,  but 
r-one  unite  of  tho  C7th  F.econnaicsance  6-roup  did  go  out  on  missions, 
and  sone  air  units  vent  ashore  with  the  ground  troops.  Scereise 
hlAYITi,  30-31  Harch,  proved  to  be  a  similar  operation.  Again  bad 
weather  prevented  tho  fighter  groups  from  simulated  dive-bombing 
attacks  on  the  beach,  but  some  valuable  lessons  were  learned.  It 
appeared  that  more  detailed  preparations  were  necessary,  especially  in 
the  case  of  communications  between  the  headquarters  ship  and  air  units 
Liaison  between  the  Army  and  the  IX  Air  Support  Command  ms  not 
good,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  ITc.vy  showed  a  lack  of  knowledge 
of  air  matters  generally.199 

To  account  of  training  in  the  Xinth  Air  Tore©  would  be  complete 
without  some  mention  of  the  group  nobility  exercises.  In  conformance 
with  General  Brcroton'c  insistence  on  flexibility  and  general  nobility 
llenorjaidum  CO -3  was  issued  23  Uovember  1944  to  urovide  the  necessary 
instructions  for  exercises  in  sued  on  and  rapid  movement  by  connands 
and  housekeeping  organisations,  Xhch  combat  and  service  organisation 
^/ac  ejected  to  execute  one  move  under  such  conditions  as  night  ft.ee 
it  on  the  Continent  after  D-day.  Special  preliminary  training  was  to 
be  instituted  by  each  con:. .and,  and  when  this  was  complete  the  unit 
was  to  be  alerted  for  a  7-day  period  during  vhlch  time  the  order  to 


move  could  occur  at  any  moment,  She  first  echelon  was  to  be  ready 
to  move  Y/itkiu  2  hours  after  receiving  tho  order.110  However ,  lac!: 
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of  tine,  space,  and  equipment  often  interposed  serious  difficulties, 

and  liitle  was  done  until  the  month  of  1  larch  1944.  On  the  8th 

tjad  9th,  a.  scries  of  letters  written  to  commands  from  General 

Sreret&n’s  headquarters  ordered  any  change  of  station  to  he  treated 

as  an  exercise  in  mobility.  Sometimes  these  exercises  had  nothing 

to  do  with  a  station  move.  A  unit  nigat  entruck,  make  a  tour  of  the 

111 

countryside,  and  then  return  to  its  own  station,  hut  so  far  as 
possible  each  novo  was  to  imitate  a  genuine  military  situation, 
although  a  lack  of  sufficient  transportation  equinaent  sometimes 
nade  it  impossible  to  reproduce  war  conditions  accurately.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  truck  shortage  often  nade  it  impossible  to  carry  out 
scheduled  mobility  exorcises.  In  this  situation,  resourceful  G-.  I.'s 

would  stake  out  a  rectangle  on  the  ground,  label  it  "truck,"  and 

112 

place  an  appropriate  amount  of  material  on  it.  Eras  the  exercise 

was  of  some  value  even  if  the  actual  novo  did  not  take  place. 

ffihe  I  a.  Bomber  Com:  and  ran  into  difficulties  in  planning  mover. 

because  of  a  shortage  of  landing  fields.  It  had  been  arranged  that 

first  changes  of  station  should  bo  made  by  the  323d  and  the  336th 

Bomb  Groups ,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  available  stations.  It  was 

113 

finally  decided  that  the  two  groups  should  merely  exchange  xields. 
Bach  group  was  divided  into  an  advanced  air  and  ground  echelon,  and  a 
rear  ground  echelon;  equipment  was  divided  in  the  sane  wry.  After 
the  move  had  been  made ,  each  unit  vas  to  be  prepared  for  a  10-day 
stay  at  the  new  field  and  was  to  fly  at  least  one  mission  ’while 
a^Tay  from  its  regular  base.  Food  for  the  entire  move  war-  to  be 
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carried  alone  hy  each  group,  since  cessing  facilities  at  the  stations 
were  not  to  he  used  by  the  visitors.  Erne  an  at  tenet  was  made  to 
reproduce  the  conditions  under  which  mobile,  tactical  bomber  groups 
would  operate  after  no  vine  to  termorc-fy  ‘oases  on  the  Continent.  In 
addition  to  tne  323d  end  386th,  exchanges  wore  worked  out  between 
tho  333d  and  387th,  the  391st  and  the  344th,  and  the  394th  and  the 
416th.  Shore  exercises  in  the  Somber  Command  began  on  31  ' Larch  and 
were  fairly  successful.  She  omnipresent  shortage  of  trucks  handi¬ 
capped  tho  entire  exercise;  routes  wore  sometimes  carelessly  selected 

and  at  tines  ignored  by  convoys,  but  on  the  whole ,  tue  experience 
114 

was  valuable. 

because  of  its  groat  diversity,  as  woll  as  its  broad  extent,  it 
is  difficult  to  summarise  the  training  program  in  the  ITinth  Air  force, 
huch  had  to  be  done  in  a  short  tine,  and  confusion  and  duplication 
were  inevitable,  heverthelecs ,  soma  broad  trends  of  "policy  can  be 
isolated,  such  ns  the  emphasis  on  nobility.  Constant  dependence  on 
the  knowledge  of  older  and  more  experienced  organ! cations  in  the 
theater  was  another  basic  policy,  h'ithout  the  heln  of  EAT  and 
Eighth  Air  force  personnel  and  the  numerous  special  training  centers 
in  the  British  Isles,  the  growth  of  a  tactical  air  force  in  ESO 
would  have  been  greatly  delryed.  Ehe  use  of  training  exercises, 
repeating  so  far  as  possible  the  actual  combat  conditions  that  the 
particular  organisation  might  exoect  to  meet  during  and  after 
invasion,  wan  a  technique  of  instruction  constantly  employed  and  might 
be  called  the  basis  of  all  training  in  General  brereton’s  command. 
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During  1243  trie  program  was  largely  concerned  with  problems  of 
organisation,  and  planning.  ihe  usual  bad  xdnter  weather  of  England 
reduced  activities  to  a  nininum  during  January  and  February  of  1944. 

Kerch  brought  more  operational  days  end  considerably  increased 
activity,  but  not  until  April  can  the  training  prognoi  bo  said  to  have  been 
in  full  wing,  Ky  that  tino,  mistakes  were  being  clinLaated  end  there 
was  a  general  improvement  in  the  quality  of  training.  It  is  easy, 
of  course,  to  pick  flaws  and  suggest  improvements ,  but  if  the  tremen¬ 
dous  expansion  of  the  ITinth  Air  Force  during  its  first  6  months  in 
the  European  dhsator  be  borne  in  mind,  one  can  only  agree  v.'lth  the 
historian  that115 

the  difficulties  and  problems  herein  recounted  constitute  but 
a  caall  part  of  the  picture  of  finth  Air  Force  development . 

On  the  whole ,  the  process  has  been  reraatfmbly  smooth  considering 
its  complexity.  .  .  .  Some  of  the  p rolls  ns  that  have  been  re¬ 
viewed  could  have  been  avoided  by  better  and  earlier  planning.  .  .  . 
For  the  most  part ,  however,  the  headaches  have  been  such  as  are 
practically  inevitable  to  so  large  and  complicated  a  task  in  a 
foreign  theatre. 
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Chapter  VI 

-.IIITH  AIR  I'OROB  ORLHAIIOITS,  is  QOTOLJR  1943  10  16  APRIL  1944 


The  first  operational  coarltaents  of  the  ITinth  Mr  Three  in  the 

Trarouean  Theater  were  against  lending  fields  and  installations  of 

the  C-erxan  Air  force  within  range  of  the  B-83.  These  sorties  wer^ 

carefully  synchronised  with  the  zr.soive  assaults  which  the  hiphfch 

Air  force  was  delivering  arcin'- 1  the  aircraft  industry  desp  in  the 

1 

heart  of  the  Reich. 

ITot  only  ran  this  policy  in  accord  with  sound  air  doctrine,^ 
but  it  also  represented  the  answer  to  a  tactical  problem  of  increas¬ 
ing  seriousness  in  the  western  air  war.  The  Osman  fighter  oonnmd 
was  gro-.dny  at  an  alarming  rate  and  was  threatening  the  entire  day¬ 
light  bombing  offensive  of  the  iUF.  This  increase  in  fighter  power 
had  bean  achieved  by  a  sham  reduction  in  th©  number  of  Gorman  bonbers. 
Between  August  of  1942  end  April  of  the  folio’ ring  year,  the  estimated 
number  of  these  clones  drowned  fron  1,760  to  1,450,  while  fighter 
production  rose  fron  720  to  810  per  month.  If  the  trend  was  allowed 
to  continue  unchecked.  Allied  air  authorities  feared  a  German  fighter 

strength  of  Z , 000  Planes  would  be  available  to  oppose  the  bombing 
3 

offensive. 


This  eicoansion  of  German  fighter  production  ms  immediately  felt 
in  the  Vest,  notwithstanding  the  Russian  and  Vediterranom  carnai  ns. 
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It  was  ertiisated  that  instead  of  the  420  pitmen  which  had  "been  adequate 

in  1942  to  defend  the  Heich  over  Trance  and  lelgius,  by  1943  the  GAF 

ms  able  to  maintain  830  aircraft  to  oouos©  both  EAT  and  AsF.  ~  The 

critical  situation  is  veil  described  by  the  statement  in  the  Combined 

5 

Sorb  or  Offensive  Flan  which  wag  drawn  up  in  Aoril  1943: 

fhe  German  fighter  force  is  talcing  a  toll  of  our  forces  both  by 
day  and  by  night,  not  only  in  terns  of  combat  looses  but  more 
especially  in  tonus  of  reduced  tactical  effectiveness.  If  the 
German  fighters  are  materially  increased  in  number  it  is  quite 
conceivable  that  they  could  nuke  our  daylight  bonding  unprofit¬ 
able  and  perhaps  our  night  bombing  too. 

It  was  therefore  decided  that  the  "German  fighter  strength  muat  be 

6 

considered  as  an  intermediate  objective  second  to  none  in  priority. !l 

2he  destruction  of  the  Gorman  Fighter  Gomaanc!  therefore  became 
one  of  the  major  objectives  of  the  combined  Anglo-American  air  forces. 
I'o  achieve  this  objective  operation  FQIITSZLAifA  was  organised.  Ehis 
required  the  heavy  bombers  of  the  kigath  Air  Force  to  nound  aircraft 
factories  end  assembly  ulaatc  tmy.ii ere  in  the  Seich,  while  the  mediums 
were  to  suoport  the  heavies  by  attaching  industrial  targets  within 
thoir  range ,  as  well  as  GAP  airdromes  and  lending  s trios  in  northern 
Franco,  Telgiun,  and  Holland.  Since  a  powerful,  active  German  fighter 
eo/v-ioad  could  greatly  increase  the  hazards  of  invasion,  FGI1Z53IA1.Z  v/as 
retarded  as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  07-31011  and,  therefore, 
was  to  be  pressed  hone  with  all  available  forces  in  the  face  of  the 
strongest  opposition.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  ms  hoped  that  the 
Gcmms  would  oppose  FOIlISLXrA  -with  their  entire  air  force  so  that 
it  could  he  wiped  out  in  rdr  battles  over  the  continent. 
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Hie  attacks  on  German-held  airdromes  near  the  Channel  coast 

which  the  Combines.  Bomber  Offensive  assigned  to  ne&iun  bombardment 

vers  regarded  as  especially  important.  Host  of  them  were  either  old 

Branch  Air  force  installations  or  were  hoi  It  by  the  Germans  between 

1940  and  1943  to  contain  tho  entire  Luftwaffe  in  case  of  invasion 

operations  against  England.  Experts  estimated  that  the  Low  Countries 

and  northern  franc e  contained  more  fields  in  relation  to  area  then 

any  other  part  of  Buroue.  Such  bases  usually  possessed  two  or  three 

dispersal  areas,  end  each  was  a  self-contained  unit  ’.ntn  repair  hangars, 

7 

fuel,  and  ammunition  stores.  Here  too,  it  was  hoped  that  German 
fighters  would  come  out  in  force  so  that  our  air  superiority  could 
be  brought  to  bear  in  wearing  them  dovn.  Unfortunately,  as  time  ms 
to  show,  the  Gorman  authorities  were  also  versed  in  air  logistics, 
and  they  were  to  uco  their  planes  sparingly ,  one  eat  where  extremely 
vital  targets  were  under  at tad:. 

By  the  spring  of  1943  the  architects  of  the  coming  air  offensive 
against  the  Heidi  had  formulated  a  policy  for  the  medium  bomber. 

But  although  the  general  picture  of  tho  employment  of  this  type  of 
comber  had  been  drawn,  the  actual  teebaioues  were  yet  to  be  worked 
out.  She  method  of  attach  finally  set  up  was  based,  as  always,  on 
the  advantages  and  limitations  of  the  type  of  aircraft  available. 

file  medium  bomber  of  the  Eighth  Air  force  at  this  time  was  the 
clod:  3-23.  It  had  been  used  by  the  fifth  Air  force  as  early  as 
Aoril  1943  in  bombing  Japanese  airfields,  antiaircraft  installations, 
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rind  shipping.  uhile  sono  attacks  on  ships,  notably  in,  the  Id  search 
Sen  notion  of  I  larch  1943,  wore  made  at  low  level,  the  average 
altitude  for  nediun  bonbing  in  thin  area  was  5,000  feet. 

'-hen  this  bomber  began  to  arrive  in  England  as  the  weapon  of 
the  3d  Bombardment  "ins,  it  was  resided  by  the  aircrews  with  raised 
feelings.  It  was  surquosod  to  he  a  !lhotsl  nlana  and  dangerous  in  the 
hands  of  on  inexperienced  pilot.  Although  its  work  at  low  and  nediun 
altitudes  in  the  Pacific  had  been  considered  good,  some  did  not 
believe  it  suitable  for  low-level  operation  in  the  -110.  Phis  point 
of  view  was  strongly  expressed  by  IlaJ.  Alfred  H.  von  Eolnits,  senior 

intelligence  officer  of  the  333d  Bombardment  Grown ,  in  a  memo  to  tho 

-  8 
corauianaing  general  of  the  3d  7ing  on  30  December  1943: 

It  is  obvious  that  if  the  main  assaulting  force  attempts  to  over¬ 
whelm  these  light  flak  installations  oy  sheer  speed  and  evasion, 
assisted  by  such  fire  power  as  it  night  effectively  deliver  in 
the  face  of  well-organised  ground  defenses,  then,  the  pattern 
of  attach  has  followed  exactly  the  method  which  the  enemy 
anticipated  and  against  which  they  have  set  up  their  defenses. 
Ehat  such  an  attach  would  result  in  terrific  loss  of  life  and 
aircraft  is  indie  out  able,  limy  instances  in  ground  combat  .  .  . 
have  revealed  the  futility  of  the  main  assaulting  force 
dissipating  its  strength  in  frontal  attacks  against  a  strongly 
enplaced  enemy,  and  the  outcome  could  bo  equally  disastrous  in 
low  level  bombing  attacks  against  light  flak  installations  of 
the  type  now  known  to  be  located  upon  the  continent. 

Evidently  the  wing  commander  was  not  greatly  impressed  by  this  line 

of  reasoning  because  after  the  air  echelon  of  the  322d  Bombardment 

Group  reached  England  on  8  "arch,  it  was  given  3  weeks  of  training 

9 

xn  low-levol  operations.  However,  ha, jar  von  holnitc  persisted  in 
hlr  opposition  to  this  type  of  attach,  and  on  13  tlarch  he  sent  what 


•  ) 
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"as  practically  a  copy  of  Ms  sens  of  30  Uccenber  to  the  commanding 

10 

officer  of  the  333d  Group . 

Harly  in  Hay  certain  objectives  in  Holland  and  northern  France 

11 

were  cleared  as  "freshmen  targets"  for  the  3d  Ving,  fhese  included 

various  industrial  installations  such  as  a  chemical  works,  a  cable 

works,  a  power  plant,  and  a  shipyard.  Although  the  nano  of  the 

Ijnuiden  power  station  does  not  appear  on  this  first  list,  it  was 

this  objective  which  was  selected  for  the  initial  trial  of  low-level 

bombardment  by  the  karauder  in  the  liurooean  Cheater. 

Beforo  any  action  could  bo  taken  by  the  3d  king,  the  PA?  nade 

unsuccessful  attacks  against  this  target  on  the  3d  and  5th  of  -.ay. 

ihey  reported  heavy  flair  and  a  target  that  was  evidently  thoroughly 

alerted.  Cn  14  Hay  the  initial  raid  of  the  323d  Groins  took  place 

without  success.  Of  the  13  planes  involved,  1  crashed  on  return, 

13 

raid  all  were  damaged.  Since  the  results  of  the  mission  were  incon¬ 
clusive,  it  was  decided  to  try  a  second  niscion  on  the  17th. 

this  point,  Ho  jar  von  Eolnits  made  a  final  attempt  to  con¬ 
vince  his  superiors  of  the  dangers  involved  in  the  proposed  attack. 

At  0130  on  the  norning  of  the  17th  with  the  nission  only  a  few  hours 
away,  he  presented  a  final  memo  entitled  "Extreme  Banger  in  Contemplated 
Mcsion. "  He  argued  that  after  the  PA?  raids  of  2  and  5  Hay,  as  well 
as  our  attack  of  the  14th,  the  LTasis  at  Ijnuiden  would  now  be 
thoroughly  prepared  and  waiting  for  nore  sorties  against  then.  Ee 
urged  that  fighter  cover  be  provided  for  the  nission,  saying  that 
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"our  formations  are  too  loosely  flot/n  to  hope  for  successful 

resistance  to  fighter  attach.*1  Apparently  ths  major  delivered  his 

memo  in  person  "but  found  the  commanding  officer  of  the  332d  still 

alcoeo  when  he  arrived  at  headouarters.  Eo  therefore  left  the  memo 

with  a  penciled  note  stating  his  reluctance  to  wed:©  the  co;Imanding 

officer,  and  added  as  a  final  postscript  with  prophetic  desporation: 

13 

"For  Codfs  saJro  get  filter  cover.1 '* 

later  that  morning  at  1056,  the  mission  too’:  off  as  scheduled. 
Although  IS  planes  wore  assigned,  1  did  not  take  off,  and  another 
aborted,  so  the  total  force  over  the  targets  was  only  10.  Upon  reach¬ 
ing  the  Dutch  const,  it  had  been  planned  that  one-half  the  mission 
would  attach  the  power  station  at  Ijmuidon,  while  the  other  element 

would  striho  a  similar  target  in  ne  ;r-by  Saarlem.  Jonbing  was  to  he 

14 

carried  at  altitudes  of  ICO  to  200  feet.  3acl:  at  the  field,  ground 
crews  nervously  awaited  the  return  of  the  planes.  At  1350,  the 
estimated  tine  of  arrival,  nothing  war,  in  sight,  and  in  tile  conserva¬ 
tive  statement  of  tho  historian,  there  was  “evidence  of  tension  on  the 
15 

field. !l  hlien  no  planes  had  returned  by  1330,  watchers  at  the 
xield  were  faced  with  the  grim  realization  that  all  the  aircraft  had 
been  lost. 

ihe  story  of  the  tragic  Ijmuiden  raid  did  not  remain  Ion;  a 
mystery.  A  few  days  later  two  enlisted  men  who  had  tahen  part  were 
pichcd  up  in  tho  Channel,  and  their  testimony  clearly  revealed  what 
uad  happened.  ■..Idle  r^any  of  the  aircraft  had  been  shot  down  by  the 
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heavy  anil  accurate  flafe  over  the  targets,  there  were  other  factors 

involved  in  the  failure  of  the  mission.  The  story  told  by  these 

two  survivors  indicated  poorly  trained,  inexperienced  crewTs  faced 

with  a  very  difficult  situation.  The  formation  flying  of  the  10 

planes  Lad  been  very  had,  end  3  Ilarau&srs  had  collided  and  gone  Gown 

in  flexes.  In  the  words  of  S/Sgt.  George  fillians:  l,Hie  whole 

second  formation  wo.s  all  screwed  uo  end  scattered  after  they  pas  red 

through  flak  on  the  coast.  Captain  Crane  ashed  'where  in  the  hell 

arc  those  guys  going? 111  The  navigation  had  been  poor,  and  evidently 

the  navigators  had  boon  disturbed  by  the  violent  flak.  The  testimony 

of  Sgt.  lestor  Hiller,  ’  ho  tool:  uart  in  the  raid  and  was  later 

repatriated  after  being  captured  by  the  Germans, is  very  clear  on 
16 

that  point: 

Continuing  their  flight  Sgt,  Hiller  had  the  impression  that  the;r 
irere  'flubbing  around  a  bit 1  because  he  heard  over  the  inter¬ 
phone  Col.  Pur inton  ash,  'where  is  the  targets 1  Lt.  Jeff oris , 
navigator,  ensrered  that  he  die*  not  know  for  sure.  Sgt.  Hiller 
then  heard  Col.  Purinton  ash  for  the  course  hone  and  lit.  J efforts 
gave  Mm  a  course  of  370°.  Just  then  It.  Jcfferie  told  Col, 
Purinton,  'Hold  it  a  minute,  I  tliinh  I  see  the  target.  Yes, 
there  it  is'. 

Unfortvxatcly ,  there  is  considerable  doubt  that  lieutenant  Jcfferic 
ever  did  sight  the  right  target. 

following  this  fiasco,  the  whole  ouestion  of  the  use  of  the 
3-26  was  once  more  under  discussion.  Cn  21  hay  General  Laker  visited 
the  home  bace  of  the  ill-fated  G23d  LoribarGucnt  G-rom  and  "used 
words  to  the  effect  that  mediums  would  never  go  out  again  without 
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filter  support. )(  Soon  afteruard,  nil  3-23  bombers  vere  terrornrily 
grounded,  in  the  theater  for  additional  training  rliile  questions  of 
their  employment  ’/ere  Being  thrashed  out  at  various  headquarters. 

Cenoral  Sokor  \kb  ojtov rently  still  influenced  by  the  use  of 

Llarauders  in  tho  Pisnnrok  Sea  action,  for  he  referred  to  this  combat 

as  justification  for  using  ucdluac  against  shipping  in  the  I'lO  in  a, 

letter  of  7  Juno  to  Air  Aar chal  Sir  John  Slecsor.  I!u?he  feeling  that 

our  nediun  bonterr  should  have  t  reining  for  possible  use  a3ai.net  sen 

targets  has  groma  from  their  successful  cmloynent  in  the  3./  Pacific 

as,  for  example,  their  action  in  the  Pisnarck  Sea  Jattle.”18  Eor- 

ever,  these  idea. a  nia  have  been  dropped  by  14  June  1943  since  a,  letter 

of  that  date  from  Plans,  Eighth  Air  Force  to  A-2  in  the  Till  .'.30 

IS 

states  that  s’lou  level  attacks  are  off. 

Mcmrhile,  the  3d  Por.bnrdrent  Ting  ras  transferred  to  the  neuly 
formed  Till  Air  Supoort  Command  on  17  June  end  3  days  later  there  came 
the  first  definite  statement  of  a  rev  policy  for  the  .aedium  boiaber 
operating  from  the  United  kingdom.  henceforth,  the  bombers  of  the 
VIII  A30  were  to  be  used  against  targets  authorised  for  PAP  GIEOu‘3 
operations  (attacks  rith  fighter  cover  in  daylight  against  targetr 
in  occupied  countries)  in  small  formations  flying  at  12,00*0  to  13,000 
feet.  In  case  any  changes  in  due  of  formations  or  operating  altitudes 
verv  desired,  tho  far  tAnietry  ms  to  be  informed  so  that  ’’any  possible 
increase  in  the  risk  of  casualties  to  civilians  vhich  may  result  fron 
the  alteration  in  tecticr  may  bo  duly  asresced.  ll®~>  Even  more 
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specific  was  the  VIII  ASO  directive  of  IS  August.  Phis  stated  that 
tile  uriaary  objective  of  the  command's  operations  was  the  destruction 
of  the  German.  filter  force,  and  its  canportinc  industries. 

•hilo  these  policies  were  oeiug  determined,  the  Sd  Bombardment 
tine  was  undergoing  additional  training  in  close  formation  flying 
and  n  -  dlun-altl tudo  bomoing.  On  16  July  it  kerne  operational  again 
and  began  to  uornt  attache  against  German-held  airdromes  in  Ircnce, 
Belgium,  and  Holland,  as  well  as  marshalling  yards,  nower  stations, 
and  other  enemy  installations  within  range  of  the  fighter  escort.  Hie 
nrincinal  factors  affecting  the  extent  and  frequency  of  the  ni reions 
floim  apoear  to  Lave  occn  the  weather  and  the  availability  of  the 
fighter  escort  planes,  targets  roost  frequently  attached  wore  the 
Abbeville  marshalling  yards,  the  airdromes  at  St.  Ciner ,  frlcqueville , 
Ajasterdnn/ScMpol,  lo  Poix,  Eeaunont,  '.bene  Grecht ,  and  the  Ghent 
and  leebrugge  cohe  ovens.  3y  tho  middle  of  September,  3,938.95 

p  Jp 

tons  of  bonbe  had  been  dropped  on  these  objective: .  "  In  addition, 
the  3d  hing  also  furnished  medium  bombers  for  operation  SPA miff  which 
ras  in  elaborate  but  unsuccessful  attempt  to  force  a  large  part  of 
Lho  GAT  to  commit  itself  to  an  all-out  combat  over  tho  Channel  coast 
by  simulating  an  invasion  operation  from  the  United  kingdom. 

Cn  9  October  the  command,  mounted  M scion  'To.  SI  against  tnc 
Uoensdrecht  airdrome*  and  ulta  that  the  history  of  the  VIII  ASO  cone 
to  a  close,  lb  noro  nisedono  wore  flown  until  13  October  when 
hi scion  33  vac  scheduled,  and  by  that  tine  the  wing  had  become  tho 
nucleus  of  the  net;  17.  honoer  Command. 
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IMs  did  not  produce  any  fundamental  change  in  operations  since 
the  basic  strategy  had  already  been  f emulated.  Although  the  tac¬ 
tical  bonber  units  were  no  longer  a  part  of  the  Hghth,  they  were 
still  bound  by  the  directives  of  19  June  and  18  August  previously 
mentioned,  and  were  still  committed  to  the  support  of  POIiblbLAlh. 
General  labor  had  been  particularly  insistent  that  the  control  of 
this  operation  should  not  be  divided,  and  doubtless  this  uish  had 
something  to  do  with  the  establishment  on  15  October  of  a  general 
coordinating  agency  for  American  air  forces  in  Sngland.  Elis  organi¬ 
sation,  inoim  as  the  United  States  Amy  Air  Jorces  in  the  United 
hingdon  (USAASUX) ,  ’,;as  under  the  command  of  General  Aaher  end  served 
to  adjust  questions  of  supply  and  manpower  aetveea  the  two  U.  S.  air 
forces,  as  well  as  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  operations, 
particularly  P0IE2i&Allh  Since  the  commanding  general  and  most  of 
the  staff  of  UAiiJuh  were  serving  in  similar  capacities  with  the 
Aighth,  this  air  force  was  still  able  to  exorcise  control  over  the 
medium  bombardment  grouos  after  they  became  a  part  of  the  ilinth. ~~ 

Uhen  the  IX  Bomber  Command  tool;  over  the  v/orh  of  the  VIII  A33  there 
was  only  a  slight  modification  of  the  18  August  directive.  USAAJUh 
laid  down  a  prohibition  a£vJ.nst  combing  any  airdrome  in  Holland  or 
Belgium,  exceot  tho  Amsterdam/ Schipol  airdrome,  without  specific  per¬ 
mission;  this  also  applied  to  attaching  industrial  targets  in  occupied 

_  35 

■wuropo. 

She  ITinth  was  activated  on  tho  16th  and  the  Bomber  Command 
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27 


scheduled  a  mission*  for  tho  18th.  However  a  stretch  of  bad  weather 
ensued  and  prevented  aerial  activity  for  several  days.  liissions  62, 

S3,  and  34  were  abortive,  and  only  on  32  October  were  a  few  planes 
able  to  bomb  the  Dvreusr/Fauville  airdrome  adth  undetermined  results 
Other  attacks  scheduled  during  the  rest  of  the  month  fared  badly 
because  of  weather  interference;  successful  attache  were  possible 
only  on  the  23th  and  30th— against  the  airdromes  at  Ilontdidier, 
leauvais/Fivillierr.,  St.  Andre  de  1 1  luro ,  and  Cherbourg/ 1  i&upertus.  * 
During  the  month,  792  planes  were  airborne,  but  only  265  were  success¬ 
ful  in  bombing  the  target.  A  total  of  426. SO  tons  of  bombs  were 
dropped.  Che  principal  cause  of  abortives  \x.z  weather.*® 

November  saw  an  increased  number  of  planes  operational,  but  it 
also  brought  ’rintc-r  gales  and  bad  flying  conditions.  Sue  Ihrauders 
of  the  ITinth  ware  able  to  take  the  air  during  only  12  days  in  the 
month,  to  drop  a  total  of  1,572.65  tons  of  bombs.  Out  of  1,561  planes 
that  took  off  from  the  XX  Bomber  Command's  fields  in  Dngland,  873 
bombed  the  targets.^  Chose  included  the  usual  German  airdromes  in 
France  plus  the  Amsterdam/ Schipol  airfield  in  the  Netherlands,  which 
was  struck  '03-  the  command  for  the  first  time  on  3  November.  On  the 
sane  day  73  Harauders  carried  out  an  unusually  successful  mission 
against  tho  airdrome  at  St,  Andre  de  l1  Dure.  She  southern  boundary 
of  double  hangars  was  destroyed,  as  well  as  two  small  hangars.  Other 
hangars  and  work  chops  wore  damaged.  Among  living  quarters  and  other 
snail  constructions  36  out  of  a  total  of  45  wore  destroyed  or  damaged.*^ 


*  She  term  “mission11  as  used  officially  by  the  ITinth  Air  Force  often 
includes  several  targets.  Fhe  term  is  used  similarly  in  this  study. 
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Scceptiors  to  the  attacks  on  airfields  were  the,  raids  of  5  hovenoer 

on  what  was  described  as  "construction  works"  at  kinoyecues  and  a 

mission  on  the  11th.  against  a  similar  target  at  Ik„rtinvast,  Ehese 

"construction  works"  were  the  beginnings  of  rooot-boifo  installations, 

hut  their  real  uurposc  vmc  not  fully  recognised  at  this  tine.  She 

attack  on  the  11th  was  particularly  heavy,  with  163  Marauders  of  the 

633d,  333d,  3S6th,  and  367th  Bombardment  Groups  taking  part;  the  close 

umbrella  of  fighter  protection  was  furnished  "by  six  squadrons  of  SAT 
31 

Spitfires. 

Other  large-scale  operations  v?ere  counted  on  7  IToveaber  when 
BIG  planes  wore  air  Dome,  10  Xovenber  with  144  planes  t  eking  off, 
and  2G  IToveaber  with  193  planes  over  the  targets.  Shis  last  raid  is 
a  good  example  of  the  results  ocing  achieved  by  the  IX  Bonder  Concand 
at  this  ukase  of  its  history.  Iho  Cw-brai/ Bpinoy  airdrome  was  attacked 
by  the  3S7th  Grouo  mth  negative  and  by  the  333d  with  good  results. 
hosieres-en-Sonterre  was  assigned  to  tnc  386th  and  323d  Groups ,  but 
ooing  unable  to  bond  this  target,  they  hit  the  Poy/Any  landing  field — 
the  3S6th  with  negative  results,  and  the  322d  :dth  fair  success. 

Audi  n  rhea  villayc,  located  in  the  fas  de  Calais  area,  contained  one  of 
those  mysterious  "construction  works"  one  was  severely  hit  by  the 
333d,  the  386th,  and  the  3S7th  with  good,  fair,  and  fair  results 

go 

respectively.  “ 

As  indicated  above,  weather  began  to  interfere  uore  and  more  v/itn 
operations.  Planes  taking  off  in  reasonably  good  flying  conditions 
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in  3aylnn&,  often  found  the  target  partially  or  completely  covered 
by  clouds.  Varying  weather  conditions  in  the  United  kingdom  caused 
some  olenentc  of  an  attach  to  aico  the  bomber  rendezvous,  while 
others  ware  able  to  reach  the  appointed  spot  at  the  exact  tine. 
Sometimes  the  zero  hour  was  shifted  several  tines  in  the  hope  of 
taking  advantage  of  more  favorable  atmospheric  conditions,  but  this 
was  occasionally  carried  to  excess.  A  typical  ease  occurred  on  19 
lovcnber  when  108  3-28  bonbers  headed  toward  the  Channel  coast  on 
the  BOth  mission  of  the  conuana.  Upon  reaching  the  escort  rendezvous, 
not  a  fighter  was  in  right,  and  the  formation  was  forced  to  turn  bach 
to  Zagland,  '.hat  had  happened  i®s  that  the  scro  hour  had  seen  post¬ 
poned,  and  the  fighters  had  not  had  tirno  to  return  to  base  and  refuel 
tneir  planes.  As  a  result,  they  did  not  have  sufficient  gas  left  to 
escort  the  bonders  to  the  targets.  Hals  was  not  an  uncommon  cause 
of  abortive  missions.00 

Tecenber  was  a  month  of  significant  developments.  Operational 
control  of  the  ITinth  passed  from  USLufFulC  to  another  organization; 
and  the  rise  of  the  robot-bomb  menace  introduced  an  entirely  new 
variety  of  target  for  the  ninth's  bonbnrdierr.  ' hen  the  decision  was 
r.ado  to  establish  a  separate  U.  S.  tactical  air  force  in  England, 
the  Oniefs  of  Staff  had  indicated  that  it  vus  at  some  future  date  to 
be  joined  with  the  2d  British  Cactical  Air  Tore©  and  lTo.  38  Grouo 
EAT  in  an  organization  known  as  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Air  Force 
UffiAFJ  under  command  of  Air  Ixxraal  Sir  frafford  Leigh-IInllory.  ~ 
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All'S1  vri3  activated  on  15  Uovember,  but  actual  control  of  the  ITinth 

did  not  pass  to  leigh-hallory  until  ejractly  one  month  later*  In 

the  no:;  directive  for  tactical  bomber  operations  of  15  December,  a 

clear  statement  was  made  of  basic  objectives:®0 

She  basic  objective  of  tactical  bombardment  ooeraiions  will  be 
the  reduction  of  the  enemy  day  and  night  filter  forces  in 
fbrthvrest  Europe.  ...  So  far  the  attach  on  enemy  airfields 
have  done  little  to  reduce  the  strength  of  the  enemy  air  forces, 
nrineiunlly  due  to  the  high  measure  of  dispersion  adopted  by 
the  enemy  and  the  number  of  air  fields  available  to  him.  .  .  . 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  increase  the  scooc  of  tactical 
bomber  ooer.  it  ions  to  inflict  cunulativo  drrngo  principally  by 
sustained  attaclis  on  selected  industrial  targets.  ,  .  .  She 
object  of  these  operations  is  to  force  the  enemy  to  divert  a 
proportion  of  his  fighter  force  to  the  defense  of  these  targets 
rath  the  resulting  opportunity  of  attaching  his  fighters  in  the 
air  and  on  the  ground.  Sne  fullest  support  will  be  given  to 
the  strategic  bombers  whenever  they  are  operating. 

first  priority,  therefore,  was  accorded  to  all  ITinth  operations  in 
support  of  tho  VIII  bomber  Command  efforts.  Second  priority  was  es¬ 
tablished  for  operations  against  robot-bomb  installations,  and  third 
priority  went  to  selected  targets  announced  ueehly  by  the  Air 
Hinistry.^6  Originally  fourth  end  fifth  priorities  were  Gcr -an 
airfields  and  targets  listed  in  GIECTJ3  operations,  respectively,  but 
on  25  Eecembor  these  were  changed,  to  industrial  targets  (fourth 
priority)  selected  from  the  latest  JCCEDSY  lists,  and  Gernsh-held 
airfields  (fifth  priority).®'1  Both  fourth  and  fifth  uriorities  were 
largely  intended  as  last-resort  targets  ’hen  bombing  other  objectives 
nroved  to  be  impossible. 

Ehe  actual  Planning  of  missions  was  Under  the  direction  of  two 
Important  committees.  She  Combined  Coerational  Planning  Committee 
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ns  ft  joint  Anglo-American  filter  end  bomber  org.-mi mat ion  that 

arranged  dnyli  ght  operations  when  USaAF  heavy  bombers  were  in  action. 

However,  it  also  included  in.  its  plans  recommendations  for  medium 

and  light  bonders  of  the  ITinth  when  they  were  required  in  support 

of  the  uassive  air  invasions  of  the  highth  Air  Force.  Under  such 

conditions,  the  plans  of  this  committee  tool;  precedence  over  all  other 

38 

daylight  operations.  IText  in  imortance  was  the  ITo.  11  Group 

Planning  Committee  which  contained  a  representative  of  the  ITinth  Mr 

Force  appointed  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  IX  Bomber  Command. 

Actions  initiated  by  this  committee  tool;  precedence  over  everything 

39 

except  the  operations  of  the  Combined  Planning  Committee. 

She  early  history  of  the  development  of  the  "buss  bonh!!  and  its 
discovery  by  the  British  is  a  fascinating  tale  of  intelligence  that 
is  still  shrouded  in  considerable  secrecy.  It  is  knots  that  for 
some  tine  tho  Air  Ministry  had  been  a^are  of  the  advtaices  being  made 
by  Garmon  scientists  in  eisperimenta  i?ith  pilotless  aircraft.  After 
Peenemun&e  on  the  Baltic  coast  had  been  identified  in  August  19d3  as 
the  center  of  these  e:rporinents,  a  tremendous  raid  by  the  EAT. des¬ 
troyed  many  of  the  laboratories  and  idlled  ooir.e  of  the  experts  engaged 
in  this  work.  However  at  this  tine  the  connection  between  Peeaemun&e 
and  the  mysterious  constructions  being  built  along  the  Channel  coast 
was  not  realised,  Ehese  excavations  and  reinforced  concrete  build¬ 
ings  had  been  observed  since  June  and  had  aroused  considerable 
speculation  as  to  their  ultinate  purpose.  It  was  noted  that  most 
of  then  lay  in  the  Pas  de  Calais  area,  although  a  few  were  seen  on 


'.'rim 


rtxnr 
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the 'Oiferbourg  peninsula.  As  the  construction  progressed,  there 
appeared  at  all  sites  two  or  three  curiously  curved  building 
resembling  skis.  As  a  result  the  ter:;  Shi  sites  was  applied  to 
these  locations,  and  soisevhat  later  AQBAIii  became  their  code  desig- 
nation;  JCR0S5b0‘u'  was  the  usual  tor  i  employed  to  describe  operations 
against  then. 

Between  27  August  and  4  December  the  attitude  of  the  Air  ministry 

might  be  described  as  watchful  mi  ting.  A  few  minor  raids  were 

carried  out  against  the  sites:  4  attache  wore  E»&e  in  August,  5  in 

September,  end  11  in  ho  vender.  It  io  virtually  impossible  to  discover 

‘-1 

which  air  force  made  these  attache."  By  ITovenber,  the  real  purpose 
of  these  worhc  began  to  be  suspected.  It  war.  observed  that  those  in 
the  Pas  de  Calais  and  Pi  epos  regions  seened  to  be  pointed  toward  London, 
and  those  on  the  Cherbourg  peninsula  seened  aimed  at  Southhampton 
and  Bristol.  Lone  were  more  than,  140  miles  from  their  apparent  tar¬ 
gets,  and  it  seemed  evident  that  rone  type  of  projectile  was  to  be 
fired  from  theso  construction  works.  by  the  beginning  of  December, 

64  sites  had  been  photographed,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  total 
number  would  well  exceed  one  hundred. "w  It  ’was  clear  to  the  Air 
Linistry  that  further  delay  in  halting  the  construction  of  these  new 
weapons  would  be  dangerous. 

Consequently  on  1  December,  AH'tl1  sought  the  approval  of  the 

Combined  Chiefs  of  Staff  for  attach-?  on  the  ’works,  and  the  following 

43 

day  the  necessary  authorisation  was  issued.  A  directive  of 
4  December  from  the  LTinth  Air  force  established  operation  CEOS-hOL 
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for  the  IX  Bomber  Command  and.  provided  a  lint  of  targets  n which  are 
to  "be  attached  immediately.  So  r acidly  ;ras  this  order  carried 
out  that  the  first  C20S3BQ'./  mission  's/as  sent  off  tho  nest  day,  cl- 
though  it  rust  he  added,  that  the  boating  results  were  nil.  “  -The 
XBAF  directive  of  15  December  already  referred  to  gave  CHOfSBO'd  a 
second  priority  for  ooerationc  which  m  maintained  until  the  ond  of 
February. 

For  a  tine  after  the  unsuccessful  mission  of  5  December,  Shi 

sites  were  unmolested  by  the  Tinth,  although  the  2d  Tactical  Air 

Force  ^British)  visited  them  several  times.  On  20  December  the  IX 

Bomber  Command  returned  to  the  attach  by  sending  35  Harauders  of 

the  333d  and  336th  Groups  to  the  construction  works  at  Agenvillcr. 

The  evaluation  of  this  mission  brings  out  one  of  the  difficulties  in 

CB033EQ operations:  it  was  extremely  hard  to  judge  results.  In 

addition  to  weather  interference  with  photo  reconnaissance  missions, 

most  of  the  SO  sites  wore  located  in  small  woods,  and  the  shadows 

thrown  by  the  trees  often  obscured  ground  details.  In  the  case  of 
,  47 

tois  particular  mission,  one  report  states  that  many  direct  hits 

were  scored  on  constructions,  ’ iiile  another  states  that  ad. though 

good  grouping  was  secured,  “unfortunately,  however,  few  direct  hits 

48 

arc  to  bo  seen  on  installations. n  Assessment  of  damage  to  BO-ABL 
targets  continued  to  remain  one  of  the  most  persistent  nroblenc  of 
the  operation. 

On  tho  31st,  79  bombers  attached  the  sSXI  sites  at  Cocove  and 
Vacquerictte  with  ooor  results.  Damage  on  the  robot  installation 
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at  Cocove  was  hard  to  estimate  because  of  unusually  poor  photo 
coverage.  In.  the  case  of  Yaeoueriette,  the  333d  charged  with  the 
attack  bombed  St.  Bcsay  au  Eois  bp  mistake.*^  Other  OBOSSBO.?  opera¬ 
tions  assigned  to  additional  groups  were  blocked  bp  bad  weather  which 
forced  the  planes  to  strike  targets  of  last  resort.  Additional  raids 
took  place  on  34,  30  and  31  Became or  with  varying  results.  Eonbar- 
dierc  and  navigators  found  the  dies  hard  to  locate  and  identify. 

Iho  337th  Group  achieved  something  of  a  record  bp  dropuing  33.75 
tons  of  boobs  on  an  uninhaoited  road  3-  miles  south  of  the  target, 
while  one  box  of  the  3i6th  was  4  irdles  off  it?  target.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  333d  find  336th  were  successful  when  they  attacked  the  SJi 
site  at  Audinethun  on  34  lecenber.  A  large  concentration  of  bombs 

landed  directly  in  the  target  area  and  either  direct  hits  or  very 

50 

near  oicsos  wore  mrs.de  on  tho  second  and  third  SAX  rail  dings. 

3y  the  end  of  the  month,  a  method  of  classifying  Shi  sites 
according  to  the  damage  inflicted  on  them  was  worked  out  bp  the 
Crossbow  Subcommittee  of  the  Joint  Intelligence  Committee,  a  series 
of  categories  of  damage  was  sot  uu  and  designated  A  through  D. 
Category  A  damage  neant  that  there  was  a  concentrated  burst  on  the 
target  with  one  or  more  direct  hits  on  some  of  the  main  buildings. 
Category  B  indicated  hits  within  the  target  area  near  enough  to 
important  buildings  or  Shi  sites  to  cause  serious  darage.  Cat  ego  rp  0 
was  applied  to  targets  that  had  received  some  bursts  in  the  area  but 
no  direct  hits  on  any  of  the  essential  elements.  Category  B  meant 


that  there  wore  no  hits  in  tho  target  area.' 


CffiT 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


Ik*..  i  * 


la  explaining  the  policy  ochind  these  classifications, 

”/C  J.  IlcOoxb  of  the  BAP  made  it  clear  that  no  bombing  efforts 
uero  to  be  wasted  on  targets  that  right  be  already  neutralised. 

As  soon  as  a  vital  part  of  a  1I0LALL  yas  destroyed,  even  if  only 
temporarily,  a  fresh  target  rrart  bo  substituted,  then  any  air  force 
thought  a  particular  site  should  be  sue 'vended  because  of  hits  on 
vital  elements,  it  yas  immediately  to  inform  all  other  organisations 
to  withhold  their  attache  until  a  final  Judgment  could  be  pronounced 
b-v  the  Air  Ilinistry.  targets  suspended  were  not  to  be  attached  again 
until  the  Air  Ilinistry  decided  that  repairs  had  proceeded  far  enough 
to  justify  further  missions.  ^  By  the  31st  of  December,  it  uas  es¬ 
timated  that  only  six  sites  were  completely  finished,  37  were  three- 
ouarters  complete,  39  wore  only  half  finished,  and  16  yere  lose  than 

WZ  ~ 

half  finished.  Such  was  the  state  of  OEOSS^Q./  operations  by  the 
end  of  1943. 

hut  at tad: s  on  1I03AL1  installations  wore  not  the  only  operations 
during  December.  At  tad”  3  on  airfields  were  still  considered  a  phase 
of  FOnyfrlAlIA  which  enjoyed  top  priority  in  IX  Bomber  operations. 

1  December  was  one  of  the  Mg  operational  days  of  the  month  against 
this  tjpe  of  target.  176  3-36 *s  from  the  four  groups  of  the  command 
dropped  373.03  tons  of  bombs  on  airdromes  at  Cambrai/Bicrgnies, 
Lillo/Yendeville,  and  Cambrai/Bjinoy,0^  Ihg  bombing  of  the  first 
two  targets  was  quite  successful.  At  Cambrai/racrgnies  the  southwest 
dicpersal  area  received  a  large  concentration  of  bombs  covering  the 
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entire  area,  'len  or  twelve  bombs  fell  on  the  landing  field  of  which 
four  hit  tho  r, 7-313  rynvmty. 

The  hill e / Vendor! lie  airdrome  received  a  very  effective  bon  o- 

ing,  A  heavy  concentration  occurred  north  of  the  repair  hangar  end 

large  grounc  of  orators  appeared  in.  the  north  dispersal  area,  at  the 

west  end  of  the  iZJ-SV  run-ray,  and  in  the  south  dispersal  area.  2ombs 

also  landed  among  ammunition  stores  causing  violent  exolosions.  As 

the  planes  loft  this  airfield,  they  could  seo  towering  behind  them  a 

pleasant  memento  of  their  visit  in  the  fora  of  a  column  of  smoke 

55 

several  thousand  feet  high.  This  field  was  one  of  the  more  im¬ 
portant  bases  of  the  CAT.  Constructed  originally  by  tho  French,  it 
n&d  been  used  briefly  by  the  EAT  in  the  disastrous  weeks  of  1940. 
.After  being  occupied  by  the  &ernan3,  it  was  turned  into  a  bombor  and 
bomber-reconnaissance  station.  Considerable  construction  took  place 

during  the  latter  half  of  1942,  and  in  1243  it  \:c\z  believed  that  a 

5S 

fighter  training  unit  y/uc  based  there. ^ 

The  outstanding  mission  of  the  month,  and  the  largoet  yet 
£icco:.nli shed  by  the  Somber  Command  was  the  attack  on  the  Amcter Asp/ 
Schipol  airdrome  on  13  December.  All  groups  contriouted  to  put  a 
total  of  £08  Inrauden:  with  fighter  escort  over  the  target.  The 
raid  la r ted  from  approximately  1415  to  1445  and  consisted  of  3 
flights  made  up  of  from  15  to  36  aircraft.  A  total  of  7o7  x  1,000- 
pouad  bombs  v:ore  dropped,  of  which  at  least  65  per  cent  axvoear  to 
have  landed  within  the  target  area.  She  hangar  and  rf-nair  shop  area 
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on  the  south  side  of  the  field  were  veil  covered  with  oursts,  and 
one  repair  'building  received  a  direct  hit.  IJany  bombs  landed  on 
the  runways  and  tasd.  strips  end  various  aircraft  shelters  were  des- 
troyed  or  damaged.'-  ihis  air  drone  was  considered  one  of  the  most 
h cavil;.'  defended  in  fur one  and  flei:  over  the  target  was  intense.  Al¬ 
though  only  2  aircraft  wore  loot,  battle  damage  was  unusually  heavy. 
Che  Firing  Fatohnan.  piloted  by  Lieutenant  Tan  Antwerp  of  the  iCOd 
Eonh  So  madron  received  IcO  holes  during  tho  action,  some  of  then 
the  sloe  of  a  dinner  elate.  Lhrcry  Plane  in  this  souadron  received 
tone  hind  of  battle  da.ar.ee,  and  tho  day  after  the  mission,  only  5 
of  the  squadron’s  17  planes  were  in  condition  to  fly.S3 

Fecenber  represented  a  considerable  increase  in  Planer-  dis¬ 
patched  over  LTovcdbcr,  but  thanks  to  the  very  bad  weather  over  the 
Channel,  only  a  slightly  larger  number  actually  attached  the  targets 
A  comparison  clows  the  following  figures: 

1'ore‘abor;  a/c  dispatched  1E61;  attacking  878 
Fecenbor:  a/c  dispatched  3067;  attaching  913 

leather  continued  to  lead  as  the  cause  of  abortive  missions,  account 

ing  for  73  per  eent  of  the  failures  during  the  last  3  months  of  1943 

Since  the  coo-iand  followed  the  policy  of  putting  pianos  into  the  air 

if  there  was  the  slightest  chance  of  attaching,  this  tended  to  cause 

a  large  nunoer  of  weather  abortives.  In  tho  opinion  of  3rig.  Gen. 

3.  3.  Anderson  of  the  IK  Bomber  Command,  this  policy  was  justifiable 

on  tho  grounds  that  it  Placed  noro  bombs  on  enemy  install'* ti one  and 

52 

increased  the  offensive  spirit  anonr  con eat  crews. 


t.,  -- ■w-t  ^  • 
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Hunter  eocort  for  IX  Jomber  Command  niesione  in  1843  was 
largely  provided  by  i“o.  11  Group  of  ths  L£T ,  although  on  some  occa¬ 
sions  the  Eighth  /JLr  Torce  sent  filters  when  there  was  a  eoecial 
need  for  then.  The  first  combat  fighter  operations  of  the  IX  lighter 
Command  occurred  on  1  Eecosuber  when  23  mustang®  of  the  3E4th  Tighter 
Group  made  a  sweep  over  northern  Trance. ^  Eire  first  escort  mission 
too’:  place  on  5  iecenber  when  the  355th  Tighter  Squadron  accompanied 
bombers  of  the  Eighth  .Ur  Tore®  to  hniens,  The  first  really  big 
effort  in  this  type  of  operation  occurred  on  13  December  when  IX 
lighter  Command  Xuataags  of  the  356th  Squadron  escorted  the  Tortresses 
all  the  way  to  Kiel  and  bach.  The  total  distance  out  was  490  miles 

( allovlnp  for  a  dogleg  course  over  the  Xorth  Sea)  and  constituted  a 

Cl 

record  flight  for  fighters  at  that  tine. 

Approximately  150  fighters  constituted  the  normal  escort  for 
medium-bomber  operations  during  the  winter  months.  Inter  the  per¬ 
centage  of  fighters  in  relation  to  the  number  of  bombers  declined 
somewhat.  The  fighter  escort  was  usually  divided  into  three  flights, 
beginning  with  a  too  cover  several  thousand  feet  above  the  bomber 
coxes.  The  bulk  of  the  fighters  would  bo  stationed  somewhere  between 
this  ton  cover  and  the  Ilaxauder  formations ,  and  a  third  filter 
flight  would  remain  at  the  same  altitude  as  the  bombers  to  nick  off 
German  planes  that  penetrated  through  the  two  upper  layers.  Three 
fighter  escorts  wrere  an  indispensable  nurt  of  IX  bomber  missions,  and 
except  in  the  case  of  certain  X03ALL  installations,  the  bombers  were 
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ordered  to  rotiirn  to  bp.se  if  the  fighters  vex©  ixocble  to  anoke  the 

CJJ 

rendezvous  at  the  appointed  tine. 

Baeiay  raids  on  the  ninth's  airfields  were  not  a  serious  problem 

at  any  tine  during  the  ncriod  covered  by  this  study,  She  VIII  ASC 

sustained  a  few  visits  from  individual  German  raiders  during  the 

summer  and  fall  of  19-3 ,  but  no  serious  damage  was  done.  Ehese 

minuscule  attache  did  bring  about  a  change  in  attitude  toward  the 

uses  of  the  slit  trench.  At  Boxted  a  shallow  trench,  dug  with  a 

narked  lad:  of  enth.usie.sn  during  the  hot  gunner  days,  x/c-.s  filled  with 

such  haste  and  earnestness  during  one  sortie  that  the  nass  of  bodies 

63 

soon  filled  the  little  ditch  to  overflowing. 

After  the  ITinth  was  activated,  only  1  Germcn  attach  of  importance 
occurred.  Between  the  hours  of  1920  and  3000  on  10  December,  20  eneny 
aircraft  struck  at  the  4  fields  of  Gosfield,  Andrews  field,  Sari's 
Colne,  and  Great  lunnow.  At  tnie  last  base,  3  were  hilled,  7  severely 
x;ounded,  and  21  slightly  wounded.  She  bombs  hit  living  quarters 
rather  than  aircraft  and  the  Germans  were  evidently  well  informed  as 
to  the  location  of  the  installations.  Since  there  was  no  antiair¬ 
craft  opposition,  it  may  well  be  believed  that  the  enemy  missed  an 

G4 

opportunity  to  inflict  serious  damage. 

January  was  narhod  by  few  changes  in  the  operational  nolicy  of 
the  ITinth  Air  force,  llisrions  in  support  of  BOIKIALAff  still  were 
accorded  a  first  nriority,  and  01-034-01/  cane  nest.  Amendment  fo .  3, 
dated  4  January,  to  the  directive  of  35  December  canceled  last- 
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resort  targets,  "out  otherwise  there  was  no  change.  As  in  receuher 

had  leather  continued  to  interfere  with  operations .  Euenty-five 

missions  uero  scheduled  during  the  month,  involving;  89  attache  against 

various  targets  and  ID  photo  and  weather  reconnaissance  missions. 

Sixteen  attache  filled  to  bomb  the  objectives,  largely  because  of 

65 

ventner  interference,  and  14  attach?,  were  on  secondary  targets. 

A  total  of  1,740  planes  were  dispatched  of  which  1,032  dropped  1,531 

66 

tons  of  bombs,  with  a  loss  of  only  4  planes. 

Ihe  most  heavily  boused  objectives  during  the  nonth  were  the 

LO^iiljjS  at  Oroisette,  Bonnieres,  Bruges/Bois  de  Coupelle,  dhbry/Boi s 

de  Pettier,  Bols  Beinre,  end  Bclineux.  2ho  only  airfield  attacked 

was  the  Cherbourg/!  laur ertus  airdrome,  which  ms  bombed  twice  as  a 

67 

secondary  target  on  7  January. 

By  this  tine  the  performance  of  the  3-3G  in  this  theater  had 
completely  dispelled  the  bad  reputation  which  had  so  undeservedly 
clung  to  this  plane.  Although  previously  considered  dangerous  to 
handle,  nevertheless  it  was  able  to  brave  the  heaviest  concentrations 
of  flak  and  to  return  in  suite  of  direct  hits  and  serious  damage  to 
ooth  nen  and  eouipnent. 

A  typical  story  of  the  excellent  flying  qualities  of  the  harauder 
end  the  courage  and  ability  of  the  medium  bonder  pilots  is  this  story 
token  from  the  History  of  the  553d  Bombardment  Squadron.  Lt.  Beonard 
...  urges!?  was  coning  up  on  the  target  during  the  mission  of  14  January 
1944  when  his  plane  was  rocked  by  a  near  burst  of  heavy  flak.  She 
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nose  of  the  plane  was  shattered,  the  ’bombardier  was  wounded,  and  the 
right  engine  was  ’mocked  out  with  such  damage  to  the  propeller  that 
feathering  was  impossible,  file  hydraulic  system  was  punctured,  and 
tho  gas  tan1:  received  so  many  hits  that  fuel  was  leaking  into  the 
fuselage,  ihe  tail  gunner  was  mortally  wounded,  and  the  right  pro¬ 
peller  was  vibrating  so  violently  that  the  plane  could  be  keot  uu 
only  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  lieutenant  Burgess  nevertheless 
held  his  course  over  the  target  end  dropped  his  bombs.  Although 
steadily  losing  altitude  and  unnole  to  close  his  bomb  bay  doors,  ho 
was  able  to  fly  back  at  low  altitude  and  crossed  the  English  coast 
just  in  tine  to  a  good  turf  crash  landing. 

Also  typical  is  the  story  of  the  Grim  Paper.  piloted  by  Lts. 
Bugcne  Beeves  and  1.  R.  Crisnan.  On  15  February  this  plane  tool- 
part  in  on  attack  on  a  h03Al_.  installation  near  Cherbourg,  flak  was 
unusually  heavy,  and  ju1 1  before  releasing  the  bombs,  the  Grin  Paper 
was  hit  and  tho  waist  gunner  severely  wounded.  Immediately  after  the 
bombs  were  away,  the  plane  was  struck  again,  knocking  out  an  engine, 
putting  out  most  of  the  instruments  in  the  pilot's  compartment ,  and 
wounding  lieutenant  Oris-raan  in  the  face.  In  spite  of  these  diffi¬ 
culties,  the  pilots  managed  to  bring  the  nlane  across  the  Cnannol, 
although  they  dropped  from  4,000  to  900  feet  while  crossing  it.  A 
crash  landing  seemed  inevitable,  and  lieutenant  Griscan,  the  co-nilot, 
went  into  the  waist  to  tie  the  wounded  gunner  to  a  gun  swivel  when 
the  dead  engine  miraculously  started  and  hold  long  enough  for 
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lieutenant  Eesvec  to  mn:c  a  shillful  landing  at  145  n.p.h. 

Ti^iter  operations  during  the  month  consisted  of  the  usual 

escort  cover.  In  suoport  of  operations  by  "both  the  Eighth  and  Tinth 

comoers,  the  IX  lighter  Command  fler  359  sorties,  idth  claims  of  45 

enemy  Planes  destroyed,  14  probables,  and  43  doxx.jed,  American  losses 

Am 

verc  confined  to  4  aircraft. 

About  this  tine  a  serious  technical  defect  in  the  firing  system 
of  the  P-51  bet  Tin  to  cause  concern.  Pilots  of  the  354th  Pighter 
drouo  had  been  reportin';  gun  stoppages  as  early  os  December,  but  the 
trouble  increased  in  January  vith  stoppages  reported  on  almost  every 
mission.  Cn  11  January  it  was  found  that  36  ner  cent  of  the  guns 
in  fighter  aircraft  had  jammed  on  missions  flora  tnat  day.  Phe 
British,  who  had  been  using  the  P-51  before  it  was  operated  by 
American  units,  were  aware  of  this  defect,  but  had  been  unable  to 
correct  it  successfully.  A  study  carried  out  by  the  Operational  Ee- 
cearah  Section  of  the  IX  lighter  Command  on  the  gun  stoppages  between 
16  December  ana  11  January  concluded  that  "our  pilots  have  been  fight¬ 
ing  under  the  handicau  of  poor  fire-power,  Ihey  have  compensated  for 

70 

this  by  rvunorb  tactics  with  a  highly  manoeuvrable  aimlane. " 

A  large  percentage  of  stoppages,  it  was  found,  was  caused  by 
the  failure  of  shells  to  extract  from  the  belt.  She  final  solution 
to  the  nroblen  conflated  in  using  a  booster  motor  in  the  feed  chute. 
T"hcn  in  a  sham  maneuver  the  pressure  on  ammunition  in  the  celt 
increased  to  more  them  17  rounds,  a  contact  was  closed  and  the  motor 
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was  electrically  started.  Mien  the  pressure  dropped  to  17  pounds, 
the  contacts  uoro  automatically  broken,  and  the  motor  was  stopped. 

Ibis  device  was  installed  on  the  ITue  tangs  ac  fact  as  modification 
lines  permitted  and  greatly  reduced  gun  jejuning.  f~ 

luring  Janur .ry  and  room-/ ry  a  rood  many  studies  were  made  by 
uoth  British  and  jUcricnn  experts  on  the  progress  of  attacks  on 
I03ALL  targets.  Cn  13  January,  £3  sites  had  been  confirmed  by  photo 
rcconnai sconce.  Of  those,  seven  largo  sites  had  boon  located,  and 
six  cvrnly  dumps  had  been  found,  dhc  difficulty  of  identifying  the 
Sfl  cites,  plus  the  solid  construction  of  the  "buildings  end  their 
dispersion,  nadc  these  operations  among  the  most  exacting  performed 
"by  the  VIII  end  H  lonber  Commiis  and  the  P_3.  Cn  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  date,  11  sites  had  sustained  direct  nits  on  some  of  the  essen¬ 
tial  elements,  03  cites  had  received  near  nicscs  on  essential  parts, 

and  12  sites,  slowed  hits  in  the  target  area  without  evidence  of 

yr> 

serious  damage  to  tho  important  structures.  ° 

Some  efforts  wore  made  to  ascertain  tho  approximate  time  needed 
to  repair  badly  dauagod  rites,  but  tnis  ras  made  difficult  by  the 
fact  that  no  consistent  repair  policy  could  be  noted  at  first,  Some¬ 
times  the  robot  construstionr  were  repaired  promtly  after  a  raid, 

<and  at  other  tines  a  long  delay  ensued.  Increasing  attention  seemed 
to  be  Paid  to  camouflage  which  appeared  to  toko  priority  over  repairs. 

bhen  extensive  repairs  wore  undertaken,  they  'were  carried  out  by 

73 

pioneer  units  and  not  by  civilian  workers. 

Additional  photo  reconnaissance  in  rebruory  provided  mora 
accurate  information  on  the  pro;  re  sc  of  damage  control,  Photos  taken 
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21  days  after  cm  unusually  successful  raid  "by  the  VIII  Aoabor  Ooamnad 
on  a  SEI  cito  at  St.  Josse  an  Dois  showed  repairs  in  full  swing,  al¬ 
though.  the  "bombers  had  covered  the  site  with  300  craters. including 
direst  hits  on  several  buildings,  roads,  and  power  linos.  Graters 
near  the  essential  eleaonts  wore  bolag  filled  in,  and  "buildings  were 
being  repaired.  A  weel:  later  more  photos  showed  largo  dumps  of 
materials  and  indicated  that  destroyed  "buildings  v/era  being  com¬ 
pletely  rebuilt,  She  last  picturns,  tahon  43  days  after  the  attach, 
showed  tho  repairs  ’/ell  on  the  way  to  completion.  Annrjeatly ,  even 

a  "badly  damaged  robot  installation  could  bo  fairly  well  rebuilt 
within  50  days,  provided  local  labor  could  bo  obtained.  Fritirh  in¬ 
formation  indicated  th/t  a  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  worsen 
had  developed,  end  this,  even  acre  than  the  extent  of  the  bombing  it¬ 
self,  frequently  retarded  the  course  of  reconstruction."^  However , 
in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  3-ermans  to  protect  their  SAI 
sites  by  camouflage  and  repair,  a  total  of  29  rites  had  been  con¬ 
firmed  in  category  A  damage  by  the  Air  Ministry  and  wore  therefore 
76 

suspended.  Considering  tho  difficulties  that  affected  CivjlSxO'.r 
operations,  this  record  is e  tribute  to  the  nsroiotenco  and  accuracy 
of  the  .hierlcLtn  air  forces  and  tho  2d  EAT. 

February  was  ono  of  the  big  operational  months,  of  the  Hath  Air 
Force,  oi ring  to  an  iiaproven&nt  in  the  weather;  sorties  tool:  place 
on  17  days.  Ihe  month  was  important  for  other  reasons!  8  February 
was  the  first  3-mission  day  in  the  I A  h  crab  or  Ooii.end's  history;  a 
fifth  grow:,  the  391st,  bccano  operational  on  the  15th;  and  the  ratio 
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of  filters  to  bombers  declined  to  the  over-all  figure  of  3  fighters 
77 

to  4  bombers. 


Several  important  modifications  in  combat  policies  occurred 
during  the  month.  A  Finth  Air  Force  directive  of  8  February,  while 
still  requiring  tho  IS  Bomber  Comnaad  to  givo  first  priority  to  the 


suomort  of  the  FL'iith 1 .i  P0IUS1MIK  operations,  c::t ended  the  command' r- 

7B 

choice  of  targets  considerably; 

ihe  IF  2omber  Command  will ,  for  the  present,  place  in  first 
priority  diversionary  operations  in  suonort  of  the  Fighth  Air 
Force  bomber  effort  in  Operation  FOIFEFLAFF,  '.daenever  possible 
targets  included  in  the  third  priority  below  wall  be  attached 
in  support  of  the  highth.  Air  Force  strategic  bomber  oner,  A Ions, 
bhen  \;c  i.ther  or  other  considerations  urevent  at  tael:  of  these 
targets,  the  Com. ending  General  IF  Fombor  Com.  .and  is  nermitted 
to  select,  at  his  own  discretion,  those  targets  which  he  deems 
Eiort  suitable  in  which  to  ouoport  the  Lighth  Air  Force  operations 
in  Operation  FOIFFmlAFK. 


Second  priority  vr.s  given  to  GLOSckiO.i-  targets,  and  a  third  priority 

was  given  to  railway  repair ,  servicing  shops,  end  facilities — a 

target  hitherto  unracationcd  in  Finth  bonbinj  directives.  Fourth  and 

fifth  priorities  went  to  selected  industrial  targets,  and  sixth 

priority  was  assigned  to  German-held  airfields  within  medium-bomber 
79 

range. 


A  net;  directive  Z  days  later  split  CE0&A.QF  targets  into  second 
and  third  priorities  and  thus  moved  the  remaining  objectives  one 
priority  lower,  German-held  airfields  becoming  seventh  instead  of 

31  February  a  directive  permitted  bombing  of  industrial 
when  visible  bombing  conditions  prevailed.  It  also 
limitation  on  the  sloe  of  formations  attaching  such 


sixth.  Cn 


targets  only 
removed  the 
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targets  and  definitely  stated  that  they  11  nay  he  attached  "by  all 

Gl 

available  forces  .... 11  A  further  change  of  policy  ms  na&e 
on  the  36tli  rhen  the  directive  of  the  31st  was  amended  to  permit 
attacks  on  rail-fay  centers  and  installations  as  a  part  of  the  ninth's 
support  of  POIlIFFLAl  11. 8& 

An  in  •oravious  months  the  nrincroal  effort  was  afjainst  FOIALL 
installations,  with,  79  attacks  as  compared  vrlth.  31  attacks  reported 
again® u  airdromes  and  one  att£.ck  on  marshalling  yards.  Out  of 
3,S34  aircraft  di snatched,  3,187  dropped  3,333.36  tons  of  bombs  on. 
the  targets.  Ehe  relatively  small  number  of  IB  planes  wore  lost, 
hut  653  sustained  battle  damage.  lighter  escort  sorties  came  to 
3,109. 83 

Attacks  were  scheduled  for  3  February  hut  weather  interfered 
with  most  of  thorn,  end  the  first  operational  day  of  any  consoouence 
T,as  the  5th,  when  236  aircraft  attacked  7  J03ALL  targets  in  the  St. 
Caer  area;  the  mission  was  successfully  carried  out ,  out  6  aircraft 

were  lost.  On  the  following  day,  airdromes  at  Corueilles-en-7exin 

\ 

and  Eosriereo-en-Santerre  were  bombed  by  78  and  33  Marauders 
respectively. 

February  9  was  an  imaortcoit  Say  as  it  narked  the  first  of  the 
raids  on  marshalling  yards.  Fifty-four  khraudsrs  dropped  79  tone 
of  bombs  on  tracks  and  railroad  installations  at  Eergaier,  causing 
considerable  damage  and  holding  ur>  traffic  until  35  February. 

Some  bad  weather  developed  which  rendered  bombing  uncertain  for  the 
next  few  days,  but  on  the  13th  the  skies  cleared  somewhat,  and  307 
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planes  attacked  a  r<0oALB  targets  in  the  Dieppe  area  with  good 
results,  and  no  losses.  A  further  improvement  in  the  weather  per¬ 
mitted  extensive  operations  on  the  15th,  CBOBAjJ,,  targets  on  the 
Cherbourg  eeninrala  and  airdromes  at  Beaumont  le  Loger  and  Cherbourg/ 
limpertus  \:oro  attached  in  the  morning  by  247  bombers  of  which  53 
failed  to  bomb  owing  to  cloud  over  the  target.  During  the  afternoon 
141  bombers  stxuch  the  robot  installations  in  the  Dietne  area  7  nth 
results  that  were  poor  to  good.  Seventeen  aircraft  were  unaole  to 

gg 

locate  the  targets  and  did  not  bomb. 

After  a  period  of  poor  flying  weather,  the  IX  Bomber  Command 
attempted  to  resume  its  lax go -scale  operations  on  the  20th,  but 
without  success.  Nevertheless,  the  missions  of  that  day  wore  im¬ 
portant  as  they  wore  planned  against  targets  in  the  Netherlands  here¬ 
tofore  unvicited  by  I  Grander s.  Aside  from  the  two  raids  on  the 
Ameterdan/Schipol  airdrome,  the  ITinth  had  not  penetrated  Dutch  terri¬ 
tory;  however,  from  20  j obru -,ry  on,  airdromes  in  the  Netherlands  were 
included  among  the  regularly  ccheduled  targets  of  the  Ninth  Air  Force, 
and  these  attache  tool:  the  mediums  on  some  of  their  deepest  pene¬ 
trations  of  enemy-held  territory. 

Meanwhile,  the  Nx>jhth  Air  Force  had  uegon  its  all-out  attacks 
on  the  Gorman  Air  Force  and  its  swoorting  industries.  As  the 
breather  improved  during  the  22d  and  23d,  the  intensity  and  scope 
of  those  massive  air  invasions  steadily  mounted.  By  the  24th  the 
weather  had  b econo  excellent  and  to  heeu  pace  with  the  unparalleled 
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efforts  of  tho  Till  honber  find  jitter  Command a ,  the  111  nth.  nr.de 
sons  of  its  deepest  nenetrationn  of  demon-held  territory.  Ene 
Dutch  airfields  at  Leouuarden,  Grilse  Idjen,  end  Dealen  were  attached 
with  333  aircraft.  Che  results  wore  classed  as  good  to  excellent. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  34th,  145  planes  hit  irOJAIh  constructions 
between  St.  Oner  and  Abbeville  with  fair  to  good  results.  Ehe 
weather  deteriorated  by  the  next  day,  but  the  groups  were  able  to 
attach  air dr ones  at  7enlo  and  St.  Trond,  the  attach  on  the  forcer 
being  the  longer t  flight  yet  made  by  medium  bombers  based  in 
England. 

Ilyins  condi tionc  during  the  regaining  days  of  the  month  were 
poor,  and  tho  oissions  that  wero  run  off  were  not  especially  success¬ 
ful.  However,  the  great  air  offensive  of  30-30  February  had  been 
largely  successful,  and  missions  of  the  h'inth  had  played  an  important 
part  in  winning  air  siiprej.ici.cy  for  "tiic  A. \«?  and  HAT.  : .'or cover,  the 
Ninth’s  record  showed  a  definite  advance  over  January  in  nuiaoer  of 
planes  airborne  and  bombing  the  targets.  Although  hQAALIiS  continued 
to  hold  the  spotlight,  an  increased  activity  against  airdromes  and 
landing  lields  is  clearly  evidenced.  According  to  the  studies  of 
the  Air  Ministry,  these  attach?  wore  effective.  ltA  study  of  reports 
iron  all  area3  concerned,”  states  the  "feebly  Intalli  genre  Sh.m~n.ry. 
’’leaves  no  room  for  doubt  about  the  mr.bei  effect  such  attache  have 
had  on  desman  morale  uarticulerly  where  they  have  been  sustained. 11 
In  certain  nlaces,  when  raids  occurred,  it  was  “nornal  for  the  ground 
staff  and  officers  to  clamber  into  the  first  avc.ila.ole  vehicle  and 
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and  drive  for  the  open  country.  Others  use  motorcycle  or  "bicycle 

S3 

and  the  tmluc’sy  ones  have  to  run. 11 

Considerable  success  was  also  achieved  against  the  robot  bomb 
sites  by  the  AUB?  and  "VIII  Bomber  Connnnd.  An  estimate  of  2S 

rebruary  lists  only  S  as  completely  finished,  and  the  number  of 

* 

sites  suspended  was  materially  increased  over  January.  She  ofiicial 

damage  classification  for  February  gives  BO-cALLS  in  each  category  as 

_  89 

follows; 

Category  A . 50  sites 

«  3 . 3?  « 

«  0 . 16  <i 

«  3 . 4  !! 

It  was  hoped  that  some  couadrons  of  the  three  A- 00  groups 
scheduled  for  the  IX  Bomber  Command  vrould  become  operational  during 
this  month,  but  such  t:as  not  to  be  the  case.  3y  the  13th  bota  tne 
air  and  ground  echelons  of  the  416th  had  arrived  in  In  "land ,  but 
thcro  van  a  shortage  of  planes.  Since  these  light  bombers  could 
not  bo  flown  to  the  theater,  it  was  necessary  to  shin  then  in  crate?, 
and  then  assemble  then  under  the  supervision  of  loclmeod  representa¬ 
tives.  All  this  consumed  considerable  tine,  and  by  the  end  of  the 

,  _  90 

nontn,  only  some  39  Aostons  were  aval la ole  for  earnest.  flms  they 

were  not  able  to  tfv;e  part  in  ni scions  until  harch. 

lighter  organisations  were  increasingly  active  throughout 

February.  Tor  the  first  time,  a  IJintL  fighter  wing  began  to  control 

its  groves,  uhich  had  hitherto  operated  on  field  orders  iron  the 

7III  lighter  Oonaand.  rne  advanced  hca&ouarters  of  the  IX  Air 
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Support  Cora.!, and  was  set  up  at  TJxbri&re  on  15  February,  r.nri  on  the 
34th  it  issued  Field  Order  ITo.  57  to  the  363d  Tighter  Group.  Another 
i=roortnnt  development  was  the  arrival  of  new  fighter  organisations. 

She  SSSth  Group  had  been  operational  since  it  cane  from  the  lighth 
Air  Force  in  exchange  for  the  357th;  its  first  nisei on  with  the 
^inth  tool:  olase  on  3  February,  She  363d  "began  operations  on  the 
Sth,  end  tho  second  Ilustang  grouu ,  the  3G5d,  became  operational 
along  with  the  365th  on  33  Febroar; 

-*c-  fighter  units  expanded,  a  serious  recognition  nrobleu 
developed  with  two  P-51,  which,  with  its  square-cut  wing  tins, 
resembled  tho  13-105.  In  spite  of  repeated  warnings*  the  'Thunderbolt 
pilots  frequently  attached  llustsng  formations,  to  the  latter's 
understandable?  indignation,  Fhe  historian  of  the  3E6th  Pieter 

no 

Squadron  graphically  describes  one  of  those  unfortunate  situations:  “ 

Ine  P-d?  pilots  were  out  for  blood  and  forced  the  squadron  to 
breah  continually  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  oeiny 
shot  do'.na  by  these  'hot  rochs.  1  P.elationsMps  toward  P— i? 
pilots  were  becoming  somewhat  strained  around  the  Soxtea  air¬ 
drome,  and  it  was  gone rally  considered  that  perhaps  Fhun&er- 
oolts  should  be  marioed  tdth  Gornrn  crosses  or  at  least  award 
their  -pilots  with  the  Iron  Gross  for  the  worl;  they  were  doing 
in  disrupting  the  bomber  escorts. 

So  many  nilots  who  were  "out  for  blood,"  the  constant  escorting 

of  o  crab  or  formations  must  have  seenod  somewhat  routine,  and  some 

raised  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  tais  was  their  proper 

tau’r,  Ehese  nilots  seemed  to  feci  that,  since  bomber  escort  missions 

were  not  to  be  the  fighter  units'  pr hoary  function  during  the  invasion, 

S3 

they  should  have  more  training  in  air-ground  cooperation.  bhat 
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night  have  'been  the  beginning  of  a  trend  in  tills  direction  occurred 
on  8  Febru'  ry  vinca,  during  c-  ‘briefing.  Colonel  iiirtin  informed  the 
354th  Tighter  Grouo  that  after  the  ‘boaters  very  "on  dec!;, !I  the 
grout!  was  to  breal:  anay  and  bohb  targets  of  op 'ortunity,  sf  well  as 
otrnfe  ground  inrtallc  tionn,  Ibis  was  carried  out  as  planned,  but 
the  loss  of  four  planes  was  considered  excessive  toad  it  wax  felt  that 
the  experiment  hid  not-  justified  itself.'"  For  the  time  being,  this 
hind  of  action  was  definitely  out. 

February  vac  the  first  month  that  blind  bonbing  tactics  were 
employed  in  the  bomber  Qoaasad,  Eho  activation  of  a  pathfinder 
squadron  on  the  13th  has  been  described  in  a  previous  cluster  of 
this  study.  Fy  nemo  of  special  navigational  equipment ,  the  planes 
of  this  squadron  were  able  to  guide  a  flight  of  bombers  to  a  target, 
even  if  completely  obscured  by  clouds,  Hie  appfjatuc  first  used  by 
the  irinth  vas  a  British  dcvelo snout  known  as  C-Z3.  This  used  the  sane 
uulso  as  radar,  but  since  it  did  not  depend  on  the  echo,  it  is  not 
strictly  classifiable  as  such.  Tho  system  consisted  of  a  Ulster  and 
two  Slave  stations  sending  out  nulses  which  vert:  received  by  the 
EH  Fox  in  the  pathfinder  elide.  Ey  noting  tho  tine  required  for 
irrroloes  from  the  ground  to  reach  the  plane ,  the  navigator  or 
bombardier  could  obtain  fixes  by  tri angulation  and  thus  proceed  over 
tho  overcast  to  the  target  area.  Hie  effective  range  was  supposed 
to  be  about  350  miles,  but  actual  exc  crimes  shoved  that  it  could 
operate  successfully  at  considerably  greater  distances.  As  used 
by  the  IX  Bomber  Gorxrmd,  one  tk  thfinder  ulonc  would  lead  a  flight  to 
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the  target  area,  and  by  either  dropping  its  oun  bor.br  or  releasing 
r,  flare,  it  would  give  the  signal  to  the  other  bombardiers  that  the 
target  rats  below.  Pathfinder  planes  were  firnt  used  in  a  raid  on 
the  Coxydo  card  rone  by  the  2  23d  Group  on  31  rebrurry,  and  soon  proved 
their  value,  later  the  arrival  of  additional  equipment  froa  the 
United  Staten,  as  v;ell  as  the  installation  of  more  effective  equip- 
cent  ouch  as  0_0J  and  E2X, permitted  nuch  greater  accuracy  in  olind 
bombing.  Proa  this  tine  on,  the  overcast  ceased  to  afford  complete 
protection  to  enemy  targets, 

March  was  a  south  filled  with  i: -portent  developments.  Considerable 
changes  were  made  in  operational  policy,  new  targets  case  under  attach, 
cud  several  nor  groups  rtnt  on  their  l'irrt  nisei  one.  2he  first  ia_ 
uortant  change  in  policy  was  indicated  by  a  directive  of  4  lirch  from 
.advanced  Hc-adquartere ,  Minth  Air  Torce.  Instead  of  the  usual  list 
of  priorities,  this  directive  outlined  two  conditions  under  which 
attache  eight  be  conducted  end  then  listed  priorities  for  each 
general  situation. 


She  first  condition  given  was  where  the  Marauders  were  operating 
in  support  of  fOLiEmnAlh,  In  this  case,  the  IE  hooter  Conzand  was 
to  choose  its  targets  as  follows:  first  priority,  airfields  occupied 
by  the  GAP;  second -priority,  marshalling  yards,  hj11  snd  »Rii  pons, 
railway  repair  and  service  shoos — -provided  vinual  bombing  conditions 
prevailed;  third  cad  fourth  priorities,  -.OjALL  targets  which  now 


received  the  lowest  rating  yet  issued  to  robot-bomb  rites;  fifth  end 
sixth  -priorities,  selected  industrial  installations.®^ 
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Vile  second  condition  governing  boobing  vns  to  nrcvo.il  when  the 
VIII  -or.'bor  Goixrnd  was  not  operating,  or  had  not  requested  the 
sruooort  of  tho  ITinth.  In  this  cane,  the  IS  Foxber  Goa.irnd  night 
conduct  independent  on  oration? ,  observing  the  following  priorities: 
iircifc,  marshalling  yard? ,  "IF  and  “S»  pens,  rail’ -ay  repair  and  service 
dhons,  and  certain,  ITuALLS  contained  in  a  special  listing;  other 
wrioritier.  were  tho  sano  as  indicated  in  tho  first  condition,  eve  eat 
tnat  C-erxxin-hold  airfields  were  novod  do'n  to  sixth  priority.  “  ‘ 

FMs  directive  prnvailrd  until  approximately  15  I  larch,  *;h  en¬ 
action  by  the  AZJ7  htxdcniartcrs  brought  about  another  change.  It 
■till  he  recalled,  that  rGIITIbUdJ:  was  considered  a  prelininary  to 
OTESnOSh  and  that  the  ..intli  Air  Force,  'ocmroorarlly  forr.chin,;;  its 
tactical  duties,  h?  d  boon  turned  largely  into  an  adjunct  to  the  Fights 
in  its  FGIIfflFLAh'd  Operations.  However,  this  had  re ver  been  viewed  as 
other  than  a  temporary  nssimnent ,  ana  it  was  expected  that,  as  the 
tine  for  0VF5BLGE0  drew  nearer,  the  ITinth  would  cone  more  directly 
under  the  comnond  of  the  AZAT,  for  operations  in  beeping  with  its 
tactical  functions. 

Early  in  I  larch ,  Sir  FrafforG  Leigh-I-xllory  evidently  considered 
the  tine  ripe  to  affect  a  change  in  the  ninth's  operations.  On  the 
10th  he  wrote  General  Srereton  that  the  tine  lied  now  cone  to  prepare 
for  07JTI-QFTD  and  that  the  ITinth  v;ns  to  be  released  from  its  Eighth 
Air  Force  ccmitacntc ,  except  in  the  case  of  P-51  aircraft,  which  were 
to  be  available  ao  escort  for  heavy  bombers  then  needed.  After  the 
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requirements  for  0r_21QEii  had  coon  net,  any  available  P-47's  or 
F-33's  should  "be  Placed  at  the  12  girth's  disposal  in  support  of 
POIL'EisLAlX.  Although  the  first  impression  iron  a  hast,,  reading  of 
this  cornuni cation  ic  that  the  Zinth  was  virtually  independent,  a 
second  glance  raehec  it  clear  that  the  exceptions  which  accompanied 
Sir  Eraf ford's  statement  still  gave  the  hi ghth  a  certain,  claim  on  a 
rharo  of  the  "Jinth'c  operations. 

She  letter  vent  on  to  say  that  the  greatest  contribution  the 
ninth  could  nal:e  to  OYISlCLEiD  would  be  to  attach  rail  communications, 
especially  shops,  died s ,  naintenan.ee  facilities,  signal  systems, 
junction  points,  and  marshalling  yards.  She  number  of  such  targets 
in  northern  Trance  and  Zclylun  cane  to  78,  and  noro  in  Germany  itself 
would  be  added  for  the  strategic  air  force  to  attach, “ 

In  view  of  Leigh- Lhllory' c  letter,  it  cccnp  reasonable  to  assume 
that  those  ideas  vert  responsible  for  the  ITinth  Air  Force  bombing 
directive  of  15  IVirch.  And  yet,  there  are  imortsnt  divergencies 
between  the  two  documents.  Zne  directive  ndhes  the  unqualified  state¬ 
ment  that  ’’the  /iTinth /  Air  Force  is  now  released  from  its  previous 

first  priority  commit went  to  assist  the  Zighth  Air  Force  when 
1C  j 

called  mon. 11  who  only  reference  to  the  fact  that  units  of  the 
ninth  might  still  assist  the  ZightL  in  POILLcLA-lI  ip  the  statement 
that  ''when  the  Zighth  Air  Force  Heavy  bomber  forces  are  operating 
and  request  diversionary  atlachs  by  the  IX  Zonber  Command,  this 
Headquarters  will  nsohe  every  effort,  id. thin  the  limitations  imposed 
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b y  established  prioritise ,  to  so  select  targets  ns  to  provide  naxi- 

.  „101 

mum  posciole  support.11 


thether  this  vas  a  sinrple  M  sunder  standing  or  a  conflict  of 
policies  regarding  the  employment  of  the  t act i cel  :-ir  force,  AHA? 
issued  a  directive  on  J?5  3 1  arch  which  clarified  the  situation.  Para¬ 


graph  3  definitely  stated  the  obligations  of  the  hint-b.  to  operate  in 
support  of  TOITThlubTI *  ^ w 

‘.hen  practicable,  the  ITinth  Air  Torce  will,  however,  continue  to 
afford  assistance  to  operation  POITTbLAIlI  of  the  lighth  Air 
Tores.  To  accomplish  this  end,  the  Tinth  Air  Torce  will  select 
targets  frou  the  list  shown  in  uarnyrauh  5,  and  s:o  far  as 
possible  in  the  stated  order  of  priority,  so  as  to  provide  a 
maximum  diversionary  effect.  Tor  this  ■oumor-.c,  the  eighth  Mr 
Tore©  will  indicate  the  tine  and  area  where  the  diversionary 
effect  is  required  on  each  operation. 

Paragraph  3  dealt  with  selection  of  targets.  Tirr.t  priority  went  to 

railway  centers,  but  it  was  understood  that,  weather  remitting,  a 

rinirwon  of  <  boxes  of  lb  aircraft  each  were  to  be  enployed  against 

LOHAIA.  installations.  Second  priority  went  to  i.'Q~AIiii3  listed  in  the 

Mr  Ministry  letters,  amended  veehly.  Third  itnd  fourth  priority 

targets  were  to  be  selected  industrisl  objectives,  end  fifth  and  last 

priority  wont  to  ©M\-occuuied  airfields. 

A  definite  statement  concerning  fighter  or orations  reaffirmed 

■“  103 

the  P-Sl’s  couni tsient  to  support  POILTMilM: 


P-bl  aircraft  of  the  ninth  Air  Torce  and  mustangs  of  tho  Second 
Tactical  Air  Torce  will  continue  to  operate  in  support  of  i-OIl.j.- 
-LATH  operations  as  and  when  required  by  the  hi/ nth  Mr  Torce. 
thobjoet  to  training  requirements  of  tho  Math  Air  Torce,  the 
P-47  aircraft  will  also  seaport ,  until  further  notice,  the 
rOILTLilAlAC  operations  of  the  Ti$ith  Air  Torce  when  reouirod  to 
do  so. 
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In  fact,  so  eomolrte  was  the  control  cmercirod  I;.-  the  hifhtli  over 
these  fighter  craft  of  the  I'inth  that  when  deep  penetrations  were 
to  he  made ,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Ilinth  to  reouest  the  use  of 
its  ovn  fighter  pinner  from  the  Eighth  Air  Force. 

These  new  operational  policies  were-  reflected  “by  the  Ninth’s 

Ilarch  sorties.  Ihcre  was  a  definite  trend  ai-tty  iron  -.-CbAIiL  attache, 

ano  increased  activity  against  marshalling  yards.  Approximately 

3, COO  nlan.es  were  sent  against  15  yards,  as  compared  to  1 , 1C )  aircraft 

105 

attaching  3d  llO-AIG  rites ,  end  750  attaching  13  airdromes.  Al¬ 
though  the  'leather  was  generally  uni? .vo  ruble  to  daylight  precision 
combing,  nevertheless  the  month  was  a  big  one  operationally.  Cn  the 
ly  flying  days  of  the  month,  a  total  of  5,117.03  tons  of  bombs  were 
dropped  as  corn-rod  ;/ith  3,382  tons  in  February;  4,040  planes  were 
dispatched,  of  naica  approximately  75  per  cent  were  attaching.  Ineny 
action  against  the  ITinth'c  raids  was  not  particularly  effective;  11 
Ihraudors  were  lost,  and  423  damaged.  limy  new  groups  were  oeconing 
operational.  Oho  41Gth  Croup  flew  its  first  missions  during  the  month, 
occotdng  the  firct  A-20  group  in  the  commend,  to  become  active,  and 
the  34-  tli  and  the  304th  also  went  into  action  about  the  same  time.^^ 
Among  the  fighters,  the  360th  and  the  368th  sat;  combat  for  the  first 
time  and  added  tiled r  weight  to  the  growing  air  offensive  j veins t  the 
-eich.107 

Operations  against  the  yards  and  railroad  centers  be.~:rn  on  3 
Icirch  when  126  liarauderc  dropped  324  tons  on  the  yards  at  Aniens / 
Longcnu,  causing  much  damage.  A  reconnaissance  mission  over  this 


‘-T7T777! 


-*■  A— U-^'  Kbv  _ 
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target  showed  considerable  destruction  noons  the  workshops,  a  good 
concentration  of  craters  on  the  center  of  the  yards,  and.  at  lear-t 
DO  wagons  destroyed  and  ISO  damaged. On  tho  Sth,  the  Planes  of 
the  333d  and  391st  Groins  boohed  rail  coamuni  cations  at  Kir  son  with 
L,oo&  results.  Attempts  on  the  cone  day  to  strike  at  the  iiavortrint 
center  of  Greil  were  -unsuccessful  end  the  bonoorr  as sieved  to  tnio 
objective  attacked  airdronos  as  secondary  targets. 

Che  yards  ut  licine  St.  hi  err  o  were  struck  on  the  15th  b;  42 
oorabers  dropping  48  tons  of  explosive- ,  put  not  much  daiince  was 
caused.  Cn  the  17th,  there  began  the  attacks  on  Croil  which  were 
later  rated  os  among  the  finest  exnspier  of  -precision  bombing  during 
the  v;-x.  In  the  first  blow,  70  Ikrauders  of  the  330a  and  333d  Groups 
dropped  93. 25  tons  of  bombs  over  the  siding  area  and  main  lines. 

Che  sidings  wore  covered  with  craters,  rnd  through  lines  were  cut 
in  three  nieces.  Soiling  stock  affected  throughout  the  area,”"^ 
hut  this  was  only  the  beginning.  On  the  20th,  130  -planes  of  the 
386th,  Sd^th,  3S7th,  and  39lst  Groups  dropped  l.r  tons  that  covered 
the  locomotive  works,  through  lines,  a  railway  bridge,  and  a  near-by 
factory  ;*itli  a  fine  distribution  of  bursts. 

Che  climax  came  on  the  23d  i  hen  all  operational  ILar&u&er  groups 
sent  out  a  total  of  209  plttnos  hitting  tho  target  idth  331.5  tons  of 
explosives.  Ihc  target  area  we  s ,  in  the  words  of  the  official  report, 
"almost  completely  blanketed, 11  and  severe  damage  was  inflicted 
throughout  tic  target  area.  In  a  letter  of  eonyratdl;  tion  to  General 
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Srereton,  the  connr.n6.er  of  the  ABAT  characterised  the  series  of 
operations  against  Greil  ns  kriagnificent,*1  and  asked  that  his  per¬ 
sonal  congratulations  he  conveyed  to  all  who  participated  in  or  con- 

111 

tributed  to  tne  success  of  the  attacks. 

Ills  last  raid  against  marshalling  yards  during  -larch  took  place 

on  the  25th  at  Elrson.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  bombers  dropped  233 

tons  of  bombs,  hitting  war  Jamies,  locomotive  sheds,  depots,  repair 

shops,  -:nd  tracks,  Shroo  fires  wore  started,  and  an  explosion  was 

caused  in  a  goods  depot.  2he  groups  involved  in  this  highly  success 

ful  raid  irera  the  535th ,  the  344th,  the  322d,  and  the  391st. 

*2119  operations  against  CBCSSBO  f  targets  tended  to  occupy  the 

earlier  part  of  '.larch,  '  1  th  a  considerable  falling  off  toward  the 

end  of  the  nonth.  Altogether,  36  raids  were  launched  against  this* 

tyoe  of  target,  with  16  attacks  classed  as  wcoodfl  .and  20  as  ‘ho or-1 

or  “fair. “  2he  nort  successful  niarion  against  the  robot  sites  took 

place  when  the  3 S' 6th  and  333d  Groups  h embed  tho  installations  at 

Lostebarno/Ardres,  2he  cite  vac  completely  covered  by  the  bursts, 

with  direct  hits  on  all  three  “skis11  end  the  large,  souare  control 

buil&iu*-.  .‘sf  ter  an  ew./riaatlor.  of  the  reconnaissance  mho  too  of  this 

113 

raid,  the  cite  war-  sum  ended  by  the  Air  Ainistry. 

At  the  end  of  'larch,  the  nrogress  in  the  construction  of  robot- 

launching  areas  was  as  follows 

Sites  complete,, . .  0 

75  ncr  cent  ...... . .36 

50  1!  «  “ . 52 

Lose  than.  50p . S 
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Categori ea  of  (Lnixitje  placed  65  sites  in.  class  A,  SO  in  class  3,  11 

n  s 

in  class  0,  and  none  in  class  D. 

Aprirently  C-en.  ral  Arnold  became  somewhat  concerned  at  the 

continued  nee  of  heavy  and  medium  bonoers  on  targets  ’hose  potential 

aenacc  rtill  uncertain,  lie  nust  have  conraunicated  these  fears 

to  Leirh-IIallory  for  in  a  cable  of  13  Larch ,  the  marshal  defended 

his  tactics  in  CE0S&&GJ  Gnorations.  He  stated  that  a  uide  variety 

of  bombing  techniouer  Lad  to  bo  employed  find  both  medium-  end  high- 

lovol  bombers  were  necessary,  Ar  to  the  use  of  3-17' s,  this  ins  only 

dono  when  the  ueathor  nravonted  tho  bobbin'-*  of  targets  in  Germany.  lie 

concluded  his  cable  by  s-.yin. *  that  when  General  Arnold  had  a  coaolete 

•oicturo  of  tho  situation,  he  felt  sure  he  rould  be  satisfied  with 

the  effectiveness  of  the  nethods  used. 

Although  the  British  believed  sons  sites  could  be  oocrntional  by 

■she  cad  of  I  larch,  it  vne  felt  that  effective  bombing  would  keen  the 

number  small.  Sir  supply  sit^s  would  probably  be  finished  by  lb  Larch, 

but  it  was  honed  that  there  could  bo  reduced  to  two  by  1  April.  Ehe 

numb or  of  pilotless  aircraft  which.  the  Germans  had  on  hand  was  bolieved 

to  *os  about  3,066,  .nth  1,060  being  added  each  month.  Lith  the 

possibility  of  on  attach  on  Bagland  from  Sill  sites  as  early  as  Aoril, 

it  is  clear  that  the  British  could  not  look  with  favor  on  tho  further 

117 

weakening-  of  JEOSSBOL  operations. 

fhe  most  controversial  nisei  on  of  the  month  w^s  I7o.  £05  on 


26  Larch  against  the  B-boat  pens  at  Ijauiden,  As  early  nr.  37  February , 
an  anno:-:  to  the  tactical  bomber  directive  of  the  Slot  gave  this 
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installation  a  first  place  over  all  targets  in  the  fourth  priority 
ITS 

classification.  ~  Soon  after,  the  Operational  Research  Section  of 
the  IS  lonoer  jO-umnd  was  instructed  to  investigate  the  feasibility 
of  attaching  the  wens,  and  to  caho  reeom  iendations  regarding  the 
choice  of  bombs.  Ehe  results  of  this  order  were  four  reports  which 
indicated  a  considerable  de;~ree  of  uncertainty  as  to  just  how  the 
target  should  ho  attached. 

She  023  report  of  3  I  larch  was  based  on  intelligence  reports 
and  a  photo  reconnaissance  of  35  January.  Prow  these  it  was  esti¬ 
mated  that  a  concrete  roof  of  8  feot  was  in  the  process  of  construc¬ 
tion.  Tinder  such  conditions  it  v?as  doubtful  "whether  this  target 

119 

is  vulnerable  to  medium  altitude  bombers  using  available  bombs. " 

In  conclusion,  the  report  recommended  that  additional  nhoto  reconnais¬ 
sance  should  be  carried  out  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  target 
were  vulnerable  to  rediun  bombardment  and  ended  by  stating  that  !!it 
would  appear  that  the  target  could  be  more  successfully  attached  by 

1  Of) 

nigh  altitude  bombers. 11 

A  second  report  3  days  later  was  evidently  based  on  more  recent 
reconnaissance,  for  it  found  that  the  roof  was  only  two -thirds 
corrolete  and  recommended  an  immediate  attach  using  1,030-pound  SAP 
bombs  fu-rad  with  a  .1- second  delay  tail.1®3,  A  further  report  of 
11  I  larch  comlatoly  reversed  the  recoiJraondations  of  4  I!nrch.  It  was 
now  found  that  the  roof  was  completed,  and  therefore  “an  attach  from 
13,000  feot  erwoloying  any  of  the  available  woanons  will  not  perforate 


the  roof." 


,133 


However,  the  report  still  recommended  an  attach:  ,!to 
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destroy  tlio  construction  eouicaent  still  in  use,  and  breach  the 
cofferdam  which  will  flood  the  pens, °  ii  supclenentxry  report 
dated  30  I  larch.  indicates  that  sons  disagreement  still  existed,  for 
the  opening  paragraphs  definitely  stats  that  ,!this  supplement  was 
necessary  when  a  disagreement  on  the  constructional  progress  was 
directed  to  Operational  Fosenrch  Section,  IX  member  Command, 

In  this  final  word  from  0X3,  the  conclusions  of  the  11  Ilarch  report 
were  uphold  wl  incut  change. 

ihe  mission  was  scheduled  for  the  26th,  and  took  place  in 
excellent  visibility.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  runs  during  the 
month.  All  operational  3-36  groups  were  involved,  and  the  number 
of  clones  over  the  target  was  344,  dropping  1, GCO-pound  C-P  bombs 
for  a  total  of  DSC  tons.^"^  In  a  report  dated  SO  liarch,  0B3  assessed 
the  damage  inflicted  on  the  target.  Hie  cofferdam  was  not  breached, 
although  there  were  four  direct  hits  on  it.  She  roof  craved  to  oe 
too  henry  for  effective  damage  by  the  1 ,00 -'-round  oonb,  and  not  much 
damage  was  done  to  the  cans.  Camouflage  on  the  old  pens  was  clown  off, 
some  of  the  berths  were  destroyed,  and  savored  3-0oats  and  gun  boats 
’.‘ere  sun':.  Construction  equiement  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pens  was 

1  On 

hit  and  some  stores  wore  destroyed.  In  conclusion,  0Xs>  stated;  J 

All  the  evidence  indicates  that  any  type  of  attach  on  the  main 
3  cons  froa  13,000  ft.  altitude  will,  bo  abortive.  She  only 
remaining  cossibility  \;ould  ape  ear  to  be  on  attack  from  20 ,  OG j 
ft.  or  over  using  heavy  , armor  ciercing  bombs.  ...  It  appears 
after  the  23  I  larch.  1944  attack  against  this  structure  that  the 
target  is  definitely  one  for  high  altitude  attacks  whore  more 
and  heavier  bombs  can  oe  drocced  achieving  a  greater  effect 
than  future  attacks  from  Eiediun  altitudes. 
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According  to  tho  convand  historian,  the  results  of  this  raid, 
co;Jin;*  so  soon  lifter  the  outstanding  success  at  Creil,  caused  keen 
oi san-'.oint rient  tit  1'intli  Air  j?orce  Hcndc-uart err; ,  J  General  Broroton 
asked  Conoral  Anderson  to  conduct  an  invest! cation  of  the  causes 
of  inaccurate  bobbin*  in  the  raid,  Che  invec-ti,  *at*ion  shoved  in  souc 
cases  that  the  boxes  bor.bcd  slightly  off  the  target  uec  ore  of  in¬ 
correct  rind  allovrneos.  She  rind  had  been  briefed  ct  ZC  u, n.h. 
vhile  at  the  tire  of  b  orbing  it  vao  actually  CO  to  d-5  n.-o.h.  In  the 
opinion  of  General  Anderson ,  it  re  a  11  *rofr  negligence  to  dron  bonbs 
vithout  having  rrjle  -n  atterut  to  died:  the  hriofed  roteorolo,  leal 
conditions  and  /not/  to  have  nc.de  indicated  corroc  Lions  in  ure-ost 
conbiny  data, °  Other  factors  rhicii  vero  cited  ar.  having  caused 
errors  voro  too  hurried  .an-roaches  to  the  target,  too  short  honb 
runs ,  end  a  slackening  of  concentration. 

hut  these  critic! m:,  c.uocar  secondary,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
avoid  rondoring  if  the  authorities  of  the  .  inth.  vere  not  noro  con¬ 
cern*;!  over  the  i. allure  of  the  bobbers  to  destroy  the  prJLaary  objec¬ 
tive  of  the  nircion.  fut  at  this  noint,  a  basic  selection  nu.pt  be 
raised:  vhat  ras  tho  urinary  objectiveT  In  tho  ooinlon  of  023, 
undoubtedly  tho  anrrer  vac  the  cofierd?'  a.  hut  there  toaearr.  to  be 
noro  question  as  to  vhethor  or  not  the  recorrendr  tionc  of  11  I  larch 
voro  u** "  i  by  tho  IS  Boabcr  Go:  rand,  ibthing  in  the  available  do  cu- 
r.sntr  indicates  that  the  c'nhasi  ■?  ^1-  ccd  by  023  on  this  installation 
and  its  destruction  iv.o  cornaanic  ited  to  tho  har  ruder  crer;s.  In  fact , 
the  -U’itcr  of  this  'study  vas  xnfornrd  by  one  of  the  -si  lots  ’..ho 
narticinatcd  in  feho  attack  that,  to  tho  best  of  hi 3  'aiovlcd  *e,  tho 
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129 

&&o  had  not  been.  mentioned  during  the  briefing  of  his  squadron. 

In  the  int err ogati oust  rsade  after  the  raid,  the  records  indicate 
that  the  crews  were  anxious  to  tell  the  interrogator  whenever  their 
bonas  had  landed  on  the  roof  of  the  -pens — iEnlying  that  they  con- 

iso 

sidered  this  the  nain  objective.  let  the  reports  of  OES  ^nd  already 
indicated  that  with  the  voxnone  available,  the  commnd  could  not 
succeed  in  such  on  attach. 

•die  :.;cn  themselves  believed  that  the  raid  had  bean  satisfactory. 

fhe  nistorian  of  the  3?2d  BonoartLnent  Group  quotes  one  crew  nen'oer 

as  saying:  "Je  hn  csw  we  had  Paid  then  bach  with  dividends  whoa  uc  nade 

the  turn  after  dropping  the  bonbs  and  saw  cnoko  billowing  over  the 
1S1  , 

target. 51  In  the  opinion  of  2/Sgt.  Lewis  lacher,  a  navigator  on  one 
of  tho  planes,  "by  the  tino  the  llnrauders  had  finished,  every  building 
in  the  target  area  ’was  on  fire.  "1^2 

Probably  no  final  decision  can  be  rendered  at  this  tine,  but 
it  is  difficult  to  escape  the  inprecsion  that  some  of  the  criticism 
airected  against  tne  bombing  of  the  coin  and  in  this  mission  is  un¬ 
justified  in  view  of  the  uncert.winty  as  to  the  priory  objective. 

If  the  principal  purpose  of  the  attach  and  been  to  destroy  the  pens 
by  breaking  through  tho  concrete  roof,  tho  OLS  reoorts  iw,_:e  it  clear 
that  the  fundamental  lini tat ions  of  the  aircraft  and  bombs  used  were 
ro coons iblo  for  the  failure  and  not  minor  inaccuracies  of  navigation 
and  bo  -  loin w. 

For  tho  fighter  unite,  the  month  of  Larch  vac  one  of  great 
activity.  One  hundred  and  seven  nisrions  were  staged,  and  5,092 


ru 
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plfoi.cn  were  tdruorne,  of  which  339  were  abortive.  In  view  of  the 

great  number  of  planes  operating,  loecoo  of  35  idrcraft  rau  oilots 

do  not  seem  excessive.  Fifty- three  enemy  aircraft  were  claimed  as 

destroyed  during  the  month.  As  indicated  previously*  operational 

directives  still  obligated  the  fighters  to  act  as  escort  to  the  ZLgati 

as  well  as  the  ITinth.  One  of  the  oiggest  actions  tool:  place  on 

4  Harch.  Soth  U.  S.  air  forces  wore  as  :ed  to  contribute  fighters 

to  aceo.:r:, any  840  Hying  Fortresses  and  Liberators  to  Berlin.  As  a 

result,  thr  ITinth  fighter  organisations  no.de  a  great  effort,  and 

the  354th,  353th,  363d,  363a,  and  365th  Fighter  Groups  tool:  part. 

d'he  last  3  organizations  actually  made  3  flights  in  the  course  of 

this  rue  si  on.  She  rc-ngc  of  the  thunderbolts  and  Hue- tangs  were 

strained  to  the  limit,  and  the  354th  achieved  something  of  a  record 

oy  staying  in  the  air  D  hours  and  10  minutes.  Unfortunately,  the 

363d  sustained  a  heavy  bio;;  during  the  aerial  combats  by  a  record 
133 

loss  of  11  ulanec. 

harch  was  also  the  beginning  month  for  fighter  dive-bombing 
operations,  fhc  first  mission  of  this  type  uas  carried  out  by  the 
366th  Group  on  15  1  larch,  when  7  planes  dive-bombed  the  St.  Valery 


airdrome  with  a  350-uouad  bomb  coiccc,  Sires  hits  were  scored  on 


134  _ 

r.vs.  j 


j'rom  that  tine  on,  dive  bombing  increased  until  a  climax 


ms  reached  on  £6  Harch.  On  that  famous  day,  while  the  bombers  were 
heading  out  across  the  Channel  toward  Ijn-aiden ,  5  fighter  groups 
rttachrd  marshalling  yards  and  0I.OS31O>T  targets  in  France.  At 
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Belgium  were  carried  out  as  often  as  weaklier  uen.dtted. 

Cne  great  achievunent  during  the  sonth  must  be  credited  to 
the  S7th  Tactical  reconnaissance  Grourj.  This  was  to  carry  out 
vhat  was  perhanc  the  most  secret  road  important  "ho to  mission  of  the 
war  without  the  loss  of  a  nllot  or  a  pi- me.  The  assignment  war,  to 
aalro  Horton  Obliouo  photos  of  160  miles  of  French  coart  line  and 
then  to  take  two  inshore  rtrims  130  miles  Ion"  each.  The  coastline 

strip  trat  to  bo  to'; on.  3,000  yards  off:  Lore ,  anO  the  inshore  striur 

^  t  ,  136 

were  to  ee  taken  at  7,0. 0  and  lb,CGu  yards  inland. 

To  curry  out  this  great  task,  elaborate  or em; (.rations  had  to 
bo  ix.de.  '..bather,  of  course,  utit  a  ;vjor  problem  as  good  visibility 
was  a  urine  essential.  Heather  planes  had  to  be  flown  frequently 
to  check  nredictionc.  .'mother  serious  problem  was  the  danger  to  the 
planes  fron  flak.  To  take  the  obliouor,  it  war  necessary  for  the 
photo  plane  to  hold  a  straight  course  for  approximately  4.  minutes 
at  3,503  fast.  However,  this  proved  to  be  so  dangerous  that 
special  photographic  equiunent  uaa  installed  so  that  the  runs  could 
be  made  at  tho  slightly  safer  altitude  of  6,C;0  fect.1-3^  Between 
33  Februciry  and  30  Ibrch,  83  missions  were  flom  in  tho  execution 
of  this  difficult  task.  The  final  total  of  yt£G0  prints  nro&uccd 
mkes  this  probably  the  largest  Herton  mission  as  yet  ulcnned  and 
executed.  In  the  well-chosen  words  of  the  unit  citation  bestowed 
on  the  67th  Grouu,  its  merfornance  was  an  “outstanding  and  neretorious 
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r.olii .-cnt  in  the  performance  of  duty  in  action  a-ainst  tho  eneny. 
...  In  tho  execution  of  the  aerial  operations  concerned,  renar::- 
aJla  sue co oo  war  achieved  ’Ataout  the  loos  of  a  single  aircraft.  .  .  . 
file  brilliant  achievement  of  the  67th  Tactical  Enconnoi sconce  Croup 

1*^8 

is  an  iir-ortant  contribution  to  the  further;  nee  of  the  war  effort."  ^ 
April  brought  no  chanya  in  operational  policies,  The  heaviest 
attache  wore  directed  against  marshalling*  yards,  with  OHQSUO.i' 
oporrtionfi  definitely  in  second  Place.  Other  targets  were  Cernsn- 
held  airdromes  and  coastal  cun  emplacement  s.  loth  bonders  and 
fighters  were  used  in  attache  on  all  types  of  ins tallrvt ions  except 
coasted  gun  emplacements  which  were  reserved  exclusively  for  Harcudors 
and  3o stone. 

The  first  half  of  the  month  was  rarhed  by  inclenent  weather. 

letuecn  1  and  17  April,  there  were  only  5  operational  days,  of  which 

10  April  was  the  biggest,  with  CSO  bombers  directing  on  unusually 

heavy  blew  against  gun  enplacenents  near  Lc  Havre  find  carrying*  out 

minor  attache  against  marshalling  yards  and  X0JALL3.  lighters  dive- 

139 

combed  airdromes  end  railroad  installations. 

-Is  si  one  arninct  the  robot-bomb  sitec  by  Till  and  IX  Somber 

Commends  and  tho  I AH  resulted  in  10  additional  suspensions  during 
lhQ 

the  month.  “  luring  tho  first  .0  vochs  of  April,  6  dive-bombing 
attache  were  executed  against  this  type  of  target,  but  tho  results 
were  not  ascertained.  3y  April  3  it  was  estimated  that  C4  sites  had 

3/1 

received  direct  hits  on  essential  elements. 
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rioter  units  wore  now  participating  in  almost  every  hind  of 
mission ,  and  for  the  first  time,  di v  <=  -bo < b i n.g  ass  if  promts  out¬ 
numbered  "bomber  escort  i-i  scions.  file  sturdy  thunderbolt  tool:  over 
the  larger  part  of  the  missions  against  the  airdromes  by  niahiny  23 
dive-bombing  and  6  strafing  attache  as  conpared  with  the  Marauders 1 

]/-3 

2.  The  405th  end  371st  Groups  became  operational  during  the 
month,  and  to  orient  then  to  conditions  in  the  theater,  the  new 
pilots  were  sent  on  fighter  sweeue  over  the  Continent.  As  a  result, 
this  sort  of  operation  snows  a  considerable  increase  over  Ilarch.  The 


number  of  fighter  planes  that  were-  abortive  during  the  month  showed 

1  ££5 

a  decrease  in  coaparison  with  previous  records. 


As  the  ninth's  operations  were  extended  in  an  over-increasing 
tempo  over  more  and  more  targets  in  northern  franco,  Eclaiun,  and 
the  Netherlands ,  the  problem  of  civilian  casualties  seriously  con¬ 
cerned  the  Torabcr  Con. and.  host  of  the  nar shelling  yards,  which  were 
receiving  such  heavy  blows,  were  located  in  densely  populated  sectors, 
and  although  some  damage  to  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens 
friendly  to  the  United  Nations  war ,  perforce,  inevitable,  it  was 


desired  to  avoid  tj-is  whenever  possible.  Shi  a  point  was  strongly 

eerphari zed  by  the  locioer  Command  in  a  teletype  to  the  cotaraan&ing 

_  in/ 

oixicors  of  all  wings  and  groups; 


As  has  been  stated  many  tines,  the  political  aspect  in  occumco 
countries  does  not  allow  for  inaccurate  bombing  in  areas  which 
are  well  populated,  lately  our  targets  have  been  ioproncrly 
called  nar stalling  yards.  Actually  our  targets  are  the  loco¬ 
motive  sheds  and  the  wagon  repair  sheds  located,  within  these 
yards.  It  is  unfortunate  that  they  are  often  Iocs.. ted  either 
^uthin  or  on  the  out  shirts  of  rather  large  cities.  I  desire 
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that  it  he  brought  to  the  attention  oi'  evVi-. '  leader  ’again”,  and 
prior  to  ev.ry  mission  the  necessity  of  holedng  bonbc  if  the 
target  area  is  not  clearly  visible.  Cn  several  of  our  recent 
nisei  one  wo  have  caused  severe  civilian  casualties  oe  cause  some 
flight  leaders  have  made  poor  decisions  and  have  attempted  to 
oomb  without  proncr  synchronisation  tnrouyh  S/lO  and  S/lO 
cloud.  ...  Siese  few  isolated  cases  .  .  .  have  caused  sever© 
criticism  which  reflects  on  the  whole  con: and  and  which  nay 
dictate  the  type  of  targets  upon  i«iich  wo  are  committed  in  the 
future. 


Cn  16  Aori  1  1944  the  ITinth  Air  force  celebrated  its  first  6 

months  in  tho  420.  Starting  with  3,162  men,  by  the  end  of  G  months 

it  had  expanded  to  the  impressive  figure  of  165,012  officers  and 
145 

Tien.  Beginning  with  snail  nierionc  against  airdromes  and  operating 
largely  under  H girth  Air  force  control,  during  these  £  ronthe  it  had 
acquired  a  fair  degree  of  independence,  and  as  the  period  ended,  it 
was  beginning  to  perform  some  of  the  functions  and  operations  suit¬ 
able  to  a  full-fledged  tactical  air  force. 

fhere  had  been,  of  course,  ~iony  difficulties.  Cone  of  then  came 
from  the  complicated  military  setup  for  the  invasion  of  Germany. 

Chus  the  ITinth  was  a  part  of  tho  AEiT,  which  also  included  two  im¬ 
portant  IAF  organisations,  and  at  the  some  tine  it  was  under  tho  ad¬ 
ministrative  control  of  USiEAI’,  a  purely  American  organisation,  fnese 
complicated  relationships  required  a  careful  working  out  of  proce¬ 
dures  which  often  took  weeks  to  perfect,  Eie  supply  situation  was 
especially  co-vpIcx,  and  rcrucsts  for  additional  ecuiment  were  sorte- 
timer  hold  up  £3  days  or  nore. 


During  its  early  days  in  the  420,  there  was  a  tendency  for  the 
Idnth  to  be  overshadowed  b;  the  llgath  Air  force,  and  since  a  large 
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part  of  the  personnel  of  US.UHL:  and  TJ1CIAT  camo  from  the  latter 
organisation,  the;,’-  naturally  tended  to  tiling  of  its  nroblena  first; 
to  its  oi n  personnel,  the  l'inth  seemed  to  he  something  of  a  step¬ 
child.  However ,  those  problems  were  little  more  than  l,£ro,<-lnp  tmins , » 
raid  as  the  ..dnth  developed,  they  tended  to  clip  into  the  background, 
-.ore  serious,  although  pcrhcoc.  inevitable  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  was  tho  delay  in  yetting  equipment  to  the  new  air  force* 
fhe  -"old  li/piter  Grouo,  for  example ,  was  in  the  theater  for  almost 
3  months  oofore  its  pl;uies  arrived,  and  a  lony  delay  in  the  shinmont 

of  P-61 1  s  and  P-70 1  r:  yreatly  held  up  nivht  fiyitinj  operations  and 

147 

additional  photo  reconnaissance. 

Command  relationships  were  sometimes  excessively  complex.  Pho 
division  of  fijater  units  into  three  separate  commands  is  a  case 
in  point.  According  to  the  assistant  historian  of  the  ninth,  ‘‘there 
are  many  evidence?  that  this  complicated  set-un  has  caused  confusion, 
not  only  in  the  minds  of  officers  outcido  the  throe  headquarters 
concerned  who  mat  deal  with  them,  hut  in  tho  minds  of  persons  imme¬ 
diately  involved.8'140  On  tho  other  hand,  it  was  occasionally 
difficult  to  obtain  '.hr  Peoartmont  approval  for  oryanicationn  that 
seemed  urgently  necessary.  In  the  case  of  tho  IX  Xavinsering 
Command  and  the  IX  Air  defense  Command,  the  need  for  th'-m  had  been 
envierced  by  tho  old  Till  Air  Support  Command  as  early  as  Au..puc t 
1943,  but  the;-  wore  not  for_ally  activated  until  30  larch.  1944. 

’.hen  tho  proposed  S/0  for  the  Hnyineer  Copland  was  submitted  to  the 
bar  lepartnent,  a  full  7  we  els  elapsed  before  it  v/as  approved,  due 
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A-2  Lib.  Library  Section,  Reception  Er. ,  Collection  Div. , 
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APSC  Air  Force  Service  Command 
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AMIS  Air  Ministry  Weekly  Intelligence  Summary 

ASC  Air  Support  Command 

ASWAAF  Attached  Services  with  Army  Air  Forces 

BABA  Base  Air  Depot  Area 

D/CS  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff 

EIOUSA  European  (Theater  of  Operations  II,  S.  Army 

GAP  German  Air  Force 

HER  Mobile  reclamation  and  repair 

ORS  Operational  Research  Section 
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TAC  [Tactical  Air  Command 

ICC  Troow  Carrier  Command 

PAD  [Tactical  Air  Depot 

TADA  Tactical  Air  Deuot  Ares 

TAP  Tactical  Air  Force 

TASAC  Tactical  Air  Service  Area  Command 

TKR  Tactical  Mission  Eeport 

USAAFUK  TJ,  S.  Army  Air  Forces  in  the  United  Kingdom 
USAK3AF  U,  S.  Army  Kiddle  East  Air  Force 

USSTAF  U.  S.  Strategic  Air  Forces  in  Europe 
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expectation  of  having  these  organi  set  ions  in  the  hinth,  ulus  the  fact 

149 

that  they  had  not  yet  "been  approved  caused  auch  trouole. 

But  cone  of  there  problems  were  no  doubt  unavoidable  in  so  large 
an  organisation,  forced  to  establish  itself  and  carry  on  operations 
at  the  sene  tine.  Judged  froi-  this  point  of  view,  the  achievements 
of  the  liinth  were  great  and  reflected  rmch  credit  on  the  men  who 
made  then  possible.  Tor  the  strength  of  any  air  force  lies  in  the 
men  that  r.i:-i:e  it  live  and  function,  and  not  in  the  planes  they  fly. 
lay  after  day,  ueeh  after  vecl:,  month  after  month,  the  I'inth  .'dr  force 
was  a ole  to  send  out  a  constantly  increasing  number  of  aircraft  against 
its  assigned  targets,  flying  in  all  hinds  of  weather,  against  heavy 
flair  and  fighter  attach,  the  pilots  end  their  crows  boabed  the  ob¬ 
jectives  and  usually  orourb-t  their  planes  bach,  often  riddled  rriltn 
holes  and  badly  damaged,  ihc  courage  end  devotion  to  duty  of  tho 
ron  of  the  ninth  Mr  Force  wore  the  foundation  stones  upon  which  its 
achievements  were  built,  and  without  which  tnis  history  ’.'Quid  have 
had  a  very  different  story  to  tell. 
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rith  the  455th  rhich  also  from  the  53th  7ing. 
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6S. 

Cc. 

67. 


63. 


63. 


70. 

71. 

72. 


73. 

74. 
70. 

76. 

77. 

78. 


73. 


30. 

81. 

32. 


83. 


84. 


£6. 


87. 

88. 


History,  437th  3K3  Groin ,  20  Jim. -39  Teh.  -14. 

History,  433th  20  Groin,  Too.  44. 

Interview  '  a th  Cant.  Eohert  Ertrll,  11  April  45. 

History,  IX  PCJ,  April  44. 

Itr. ,  Col.  George  Hayo  to  Brig.  Gen.  3.  C.  Godfrey,  13  Bet.  43, 
in  AAG-  312. IP,  Operations  Letters . 

Chart;  Itvolenentation  of  the  Bradley  Plan,  4  Aug.  43,  in  ifU . 
AAG  G00.71-B,  Interviews  and  InforanLion. 

History,  IX  Ih&r.  Goad.  ,  34  ITov.  43-Xar,  44. 

I&L 

roiti. 

History,  834th  Xnyr.  In.  (Ava) . 

History,  IX  fayr.  Coad.  ,  34  ITov.  43-1  ho-.  44. 

Ibid. 

JSlii. 


IMd. 

I  0X0.. 

Ileao  for  AC/S,  OiJB ,  Proposed  Activation  of  the  9th  AP  Ihgr.  Goad.  , 
4  Pel.  44,  in  All  333  P,  AAP. 

CII-IA-S543  (12-3-44) ,  Arereton  to  Arnold.  „  A7314/AC52,  7  lAr.  44. 
Anile-no  of  2th  AT. 

El;'1 '.cry,  51st  Ail  Pricado  to  10  X:y  44. 


I M&. 

Told. 

IMd. 
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89. 

Angell  memo 

90. 

Ho.  9th  AT 

91. 

he. jo  on  Or^: 

23  Dec.  43, 

92. 

1144. 

93. 

Hf>.  9th  AD, 

Department  Activities,”  1£  Jan.  44. 
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Cheater  IV 


1. 


3. 


6. 

?. 

8. 

9. 


10. 


XI. 

1?. 

13. 

14. 


15. 

1G. 

17. 

13. 


19. 


Ilaj.  Albert  leuardcy,  (|2ietoxy  of  tho  Air  Service  Cor icsnd  In  the 
2uro'.oc.'.ai  ‘Ihcnicr  of  Cocratione ,  ’’  Ch&p.  2,  In  AL'IHI .  ihis  study 
oontcd.no  inoorttnt  inforrr.tion  rhich  is  not  yet  available  else- 
vhero.  It  is  value  ole  for  tkoce  interected  in  tracing  tie  growth 
of  tic  air  service  coixrvncLs, 


AAF  Fog.  20-4. 
le^rA'shy. 

ZJrig.  Gen.  Kuyh  J.  Iherr,  s,Aix  Service  Coixiand  in  Africa , 11 
33  June  42,  in  Is’uv.t.'”. 

liC^at/rJc". 

IM. 


lisiU 

LM. 

AGO  Ecgalrtion  SO-i,  18  Dec.  42,  in  Lenavshy. 

Lepnv,’s':y,  Ckan.  I. 

IMiU 

lid-ii. 

Ho.  8th  AT,  SO  MCI,  10  June  -3 ,  in  Lcu-vd:;,-. 

Hq.  Sth  AT,  A’inutes  of  Co^'isaadera 1  1  'eating ,  20  July  43 ,  in  LeocvsI:;\ 
So.  Sth  AF,  GO  MB 3,  11  Oct.  j_o ,  in  Lcuc.*?shy. 

Eq.  3th  AT,  ::cr?o  ,135-1,  11  General  Directive  for  Ooerationc  of  the 
VIII  /A  30, 11  23  July  43,  in  lepaus'cy. 

Ho.  Sth  AF,  limiter  of  Corraanders1  Meeting  20  July  43,  in 
Iicnrr.'s'cy. 
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44.  Fold. 


45.  CI:-0U2-7S3  (,T-2— -A.},  i'jmold  to  Spent  s  for  Ilnorr,  ,  “33 ,  2  Tel).  44. 

48.  liM. 


17.  0:r-IlT-2S87  (.'-0-44) ,  S-V’.ata  to  Jixnold,  JZ34C0,  4  ?et>.  44. 


43 .  Lco^teI”.'  ,  Ciinr>.  5. 


■S.  IX  JiTSO,  I  larch  44. 
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i. 


3. 

4. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

S. 


9 


10. 

11. 

IS. 

13. 


1C. 


15. 

IS, 

17. 

13. 


19. 

SO. 


31. 


23. 


iinrcll  nemo,  Xhc  *xrrt  Sis  :.:onthc  of  tliw  finth  „„ir  ",'orco  in 
Britain,  15  Aoril  44, 

n>iA- 

IM4. 

2c.  9th  AT  E raining  J'rao  ED-3,  6  L“ov.  -3. 

ma. 

Ilia. :  2q.  9th  AT  Ecno  50-0,  03  ITav\  '3. 

Ha.  9th  IF  Feceotion  iimunl,  ‘'Inforuxtior.  for  Inc  coin.-;  Ini  to , 11  3  .Tot. 
-13. 

IMil. 

2q.  9th  AF,  llcuo  ED-1,  5  Hot.  -3. 

IMA- 

lo'ia. 

ZpAjV 

Jinrell  ncno,  Ironing;  of  Elfins  Control  Ofvicers,  11  Jan.  4 A . 

Eq.  9ta  jeIT  Intelligence  Office,  Ecceotien  Eanual,  Sec,  4,  1-4. 

IcifL. 

IMA. »  3. 

Hi r tor;-,  IE  jOTSO,  1G  Cct.  A3-31  -Jan.  44. 
roia. 

xm* 

Ioitl. 

jMA> 

IM4- 
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■II  y  I 

r.^n,-,TAia 


2*-  •  IMA*  HUfjfjjjyJJI 

25.  I'ol.d.  ,  Harcn  44. 

2G.  Ibid.  ,  Arsril  44. 

27.  IMA.,  I  larch  44. 

S3.  Ibid. 

23.  IMA. 

30.  Ibid. .  7eb.  41. 

31.  Ibid. 

■v. 

32.  IMA.  ,  April  4-4 . 

S3,  Anqoll  .ncao ,  liccreir.o  3CCi!3P.lir&,  22  Aoril  44.  On  the  Inndinf;  of 
21  A~ril  1944,  vhich  I4..jor  inyell  ’Atnesred,  the  entire  o'oere.tion 
too’;  about  20  -linuteo,  '-nd  only  ciyht  v  elide  Ion  vorc  s tailed, vhic-4 
ma  considered  /;ood. 


34. 

Lic-tory,  IX 

A140 

,  A^ril  ■ 

35. 

Briy.  Oeri.  3 

.  r. 

(file 

w  > 

Bhoatsr,  30 

ITov. 

43. 

iD 

to 

xae  50th  20 

b’iny 

ta1*  MiJ 

tlie 

tint  tiao. 

37. 

History,  Hq. 

and 

Hq. 

Pn 

So.  Ho.  IX  100  directive,  Eefinentnl  Goiabct  lean  Ilxrcirec,  S3  i.'ov,  43 
30.  History,  Ho.  IX  200,  lee.  43. 

40.  History,  Hq.  43bth  do.,  1X200,  lee.  4-3. 

'1.  History,  Hq.  and  Eq.  Sq.  ,  50th.  SO  .<in.£,  Jan.  -4, 

42.  History,  77th  20  So.  (435ta  10  Orouo) ,  Ihreh  44. 

43.  History,  7Cth  20  Sq,.  ,  Harch  44, 

44.  IM.fi. 


History,  53d  20  Xin-,  1  larch  44. 
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1S7 


47.  Mi 

43.  History,  Ilq..  IX  400,  Aoril  44. 

49.  Hie  tor;',  -  Otu  IC  Sq..  ,  Xarch  44. 

50.  History,  Eq.  IX  ri^hter  Goad. ,  10  Cct.~31  Ecc,  43. 

31*  Ibid. 

53.  X&&. 

C3.  Eq.  IX  rifjiter  Cond.  ,  I;vlly  Staff  4'eoting,  4  Xov .  43. 

C4.  Eq.  IX  Ei  filter  Gomd. ,  Keao  EO-3 ,  Iraininf; ,  1  lTov.  43. 

£5.  Ib  If].  See  also  An --oil  j:cl>o  on  training,  S3  fee.  43. 

53.  Ibi  d. 

57.  I  old.  Al-o,  111  story,  IX  Lighter  Cond. ,  1-31  Jew.  .  44. 

58.  I  old. 

50,  Ltr. ,  Ejaorada  to  Erereton,  33  Jan.  44,  in  History,  IX  liXiter  Co-id. , 
rXo ,  44. 

60.  Anyell  mono ,  dir  Support  Indoctrination  Courses,  25  Jan.  44. 

61.  Ibid. 

83.  I  old. 

63.  Ltr.,  Oiesada  to  irereton,  13  Ecb.  *"-4. 

64.  Xirtory ,  IX  Lighter  Cond.  and  XIX  dir  Snort  ort  Coni.  ,  Xarch  44. 

65.  I2M, 

63.  mm. 

67.  mm*I  dnyrll  r.eno,  Ili/ht  Leaders’  School,  1  !Hy  44*  Ills  tor;-, 

J.X  Ti alitor  Go. 0.  and  XIX  A£0,  I  larch  44. 


63.  Ihitl. ,  A-nril  4-X 
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09. 


70. 

71. 


73. 


Ibid. 

ZS&& 

An^ell  nero , 

Hq.  IX  ^on’eer 
15  Css.  43. 


IX  iorocr  Coal.  draining,  1  Jen.  4-.-. 

Oorr.d.  V.eizo  GO-11 ,  Sustaining  Srainlny  Directive, 


73.  Ibid. 

74.  An^ell  ceco,  IS  Somber  Good.  training,  I  Jen.  44. 


75. 

Ibid . 

76. 

His  ter;',  IX  Doctor  Oond. ,  tec.  <"o. 

77. 

I  old. ,  Jan.  44. 

73. 

79. 

Ibid. 

30. 

Hq.  9th,  It  I 'cco ,  tr. Ining  Schools,  10  Jan.  44. 

SI. 

iSilA- 

83. 

IMA. 

83. 

History,  IX  -'Or.bcr  Coed. ,  Feb.  44. 

84. 

Ibid.  ,  I  larch  44. 

S5. 

Ibid. 

86. 

Ibid. 

*-'7. 

IMA- 

3a. 

IMA. 

SO. 

ltr, ,  3}/C3  3th  XT  to  01  IX  h ocher  Oor.d. ,  37  I larch 

44,  ibid. 

OA 

J'  J  , 

Ibid. 

91. 

Ltr. ,  D/03  9th  .X1  to  01  IX  Doctor  Coed.  ,  39  Ibrch 
IX  Hocosr  Coed.  ,  Harch  44. 

44,  in.  Hi  story 
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03.  3d  ind.  (itr. ,  00  IX  Boaber  Coca,  to  03  3th  XF,  3b'  Harsh  44.)  by 
Ool.  H.  2.  etcher,  in  i3?M. 

94.  History,  IX  -bi'oer  Oond.,  !Iarch  44. 

95.  Ibid.  ,  Anril  44. 

96.  Ibid. 

97.  I  old. 

93.  Ibid. 

93.  IMi. 

100.  Ha.  IX  lii :;r .  Coni.,  A-3  Periodic  Staff  2en>ort,  10-30  .-rsril  44. 

101.  History,  IX  bo^r.  Oond.  ,  24  ITov.  43~H&rch  44, 

102.  Ibid .  Also,  Ho,  IX  AT 30  .leas  150-4,  “Caao'ui'le.ye , !l  10  I Arch  44. 

103.  Ibid. 

104.  Ibid. 

105.  Gol.  Gar!  J.  Crone,  Ecoorti  on  IU0H  to  OQ  9th  AT,  5  Jan,  44. 

106.  Ho.  V  Cores  U.  S.  Am;*,  “Critique  Hold  at  Ho.  ¥  Cores  13  Jan.  44," 
Hoc.  ,,44  ,  33  Jan.  44. 

107.  Ibid. 

108.  History,  IX  Tighter  Oond.  and  XIX  Air  Dunoort  Co-id.  ,  Hhrcn  44. 

109.  Ho.  IX  Air  Snrrort  Goad.,  Ilcao  on  — A" /AH,  Z  Anri  I  44. 

110.  Ho.  Sth  AH  Hens  60-3,  ‘-'G-roun  Lobility  Usorei  sos , 11  23  I'ov.  43. 

111.  Lt.  Col.  3U  H.  George,  ner^o  on  Hobility  Exerciser,  10  I/ay  44. 

112.  IiM. 

113.  History,  IX  Eorfoer  Oond. ,  Fob,  44. 

114.  Ibid. ,  : larch  44. 

115.  Anyell  neao,  Ehe  First  Sis  Honths  of  the  .  inth  Air  Force  in  Britain. 


*0/  ■  * 
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1.  Pirn.  for  Combined  Bomber  Offensive  from  tho  TL1,  IS  Aoril  43. 

2.  r;j  1CD-S0,  qon^rnd  catl  IhrfLoyront  q£  Air,  Power .  ':1  July  43. 

3.  Plan,  for  Combined  Bomber  Offensive  from  the  HI. 

4.  IM&. 

5.  &qM. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  Air  Hinietry  I'ecIfLy  Intelligence  Suannry  1--1S) ,  Bo.  333,  19  Fob. 
44,  Sillied.  Air  Attacks  on  Ocenpied  .lira lolls ,  in  .1-3  lib. 

3.  Heno  for  GG  3d  Bomb.  b'inj;  by  lii.j .  Alfred  H.  von  Holnits,  low  Level 
Bombardment,  30  lee .  43. 

9.  George  nemo,  ibrperiancee  of  the  333d  Bomb.  Groua  in  low  level 
Bomoardment ,  S3  Dec.  43. 

10.  I 'eno  for  Ou  333d  Go.  by  von  Zolnits,  low  level  Bombardment ,  13  Bar. 

11.  Ho.  8th  AT  directive,  "Frechricn  targets  for  3d  Vin^,11  3  Hry  43. 

13.  Goorf3.  3ce  n.  9  above. 

13.  Ileno  for  GO  33.3d  Bomb.  Go.  by  von  Ilolaits ,  Jxtrene  lancer  in  Con¬ 
templated  Iliceion,  17  Hay  *3. 

14.  Ibid. 

15.  George.  See  n.  0  above. 

16.  loixL- 

17.  Ibid. 

13.  Ltr. ,  Bahor  to  Sler.sor,  7  Juno  43,  in  AFInl  files. 
l‘j .  ltr.,  A- 6  8th  AT  to  A- 3  Till  .4 1 ,  14  June  43. 

20.  ltr.,  CG  Sth  AT  to  OG  Till  ASG,  19  June  43. 

21 .  ltr.,  CG  9th  AT  to  OG  ’USAETuI,  S3  Oct.  43. 


- T""  i  '  I  * 


43. 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


THIS  PAGE  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


This  Page  Declassified  IAW  E012958 


iwerrv 


Directive,  Cth  A7  to  CG  IXl.o-.3or  Cord.,  Goerr.tion  OrasoboT, 
4  Dec.  '13. 

2th.  AT  1st  Phare  SA  Eeports,  S3  ITov. -31  lee.  '’*3. 


History,  IX  ^oriber  Cor.il.  ,  lec.  43. 

9th  AT  1st  l-hcffie  SA  Escorts,  39  I7ov. -31  Dec.  43. 


i  old. 


’'Grossho;;  Operations  r  •plnct  £  ~J.  Cites. 11 
Ltr.  ,  *<*/0  J.  IlcOono  to  Ho.  A—lE,  SO  Dee.  43. 
lisp  sho'.-la;:  3X1  cites  to  31  Jen.  40, ,  Cony  Do,  97. 

9th  iC  Irt  Pnr.se  SA  Eanortc,  S3  Xov.-31  Doc.  43. 

History,  IX  Jobber  Cond. ,  Dec.  03. 

l,A  Eevle’.:  of  far  Operations  Pr so  oratory  to,  end  in  3nop6rfc  of 
Operation  ILD-jAIITD. 11 

9th  AT  Ir.t  Phaoe  DA  Seportc,  33  Hot. -31  Dec.  43;  History,  IX 
D  ono-cr  Coni.  ,  Dec.  43. 

History,  4534  Zona.  Sq>  to  31  Dee.  /3. 

GH-II.-1G757  (03-3-4-1),  Dreroton  to  Arnold  ripicd  Anderson, 
,135940,  37  Deo,  44. 

History,  IX  Difntar  Cond. ,  IS  Oct. -31  Dec.  43, 

History,  3 fcMth  I'i.phier  Go,  ,  Dec.  43. 

Interview  rith  Lt.  L.  E.  Cricnea,  1?  liar.  45. 

I  old. 

Anpell  neno ,  Dnei'y  Erdd  of  10  Dec,  43. 

IX  _Q-iiber  Oond.  Ids  clone  (Stmnoryj ,  IS  Oct.  43-11  Aoril  44. 
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66. 

67. 


6' 


n- 

C-  + 


no 

W  V  « 


70. 

n. 


71 

I 


73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 


77. 

78. 

79. 
60. 
£1. 
£2. 


£4. 


Hi? tor;.-,  iX  Sccibor  Co~>i.  ,  Jen,  44. 

I  aid . 

Ei-tor;-,  5524  Xonb.  Sn.  ,  App.  I,  Jen.  4-4;  alto  interview  :4  th 
Lt.  J.  2.  Crismn.,  12  March  314  5, 

IX  Tighter  Oond,  Xiceionr,  1  Jen.  44-31  Jen.  44. 

Kq..  TAG,  0X3,  Benort  9,  3  I  larch.  44. 

Kir  tor;,’,  IX  Tighter  Cor.:’ .  ,  1-31  Jen.  44. 

C::-r.-££33  (13-1-44. ;  ,  Oil  or.  to  .'anold,#K30-76,  13  Jen.  44. 

CXOSOl-O;;  Sira.-;  ry  of  Inform  tion  ,4,  prepared  b"  3iv.  of  Intelligence 
(Zrit.),  3  Jen.  44. 

0X03310',.'  Sixa.:,r;.'  of  Information  „5,  13  1  eb .  44. 

ISM. 

Ho.  Sfcli  AX,  Anendcent  „3  to  directive  for  lacti cal  Zonber  Operations, 

30  Jrn.  44. 

Hirtorv,  IX  -oncer  Goad. ,  Bob.  44. 

Eo.  IX  AT,  lirective  for  Tactical  Xonbcr  Operations,  0  Zeb.  44. 

IMlV 

I  old. ,  11  lob.  44. 

Oth  AX,  Adv.  Ho.  let.  directive  for  lac.  lonler  Gone . ,  31  leb.  44. 

Anendrient  -,-l,  23  leb.  44,  to  Directive  for  lac.  zomber  Cons., 

31  leb.  44. 

Hist  or;’,  IX  comber  Goad.  ,  Hob.  44. 

IX  Jobber  Co-id.  Cpns.  Stmot  rice ,  Zoo.  44. 

U3M. 
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88* 


£9. 


:V 


i!U. 


CP'-i:;-720  (S-5-4-),  'inert  to  Hirc-ell  lor  Eenr/,  r/nd.  Xisonaoucr, 

,  '(1  Sir-4,  1  I -arch  44 . 

Hit; tor/,  IK  Honbrr  Cor-d.  ,  Teh.  44. 

Kir  tor”,  IK  -  i  date  r  Cond.  rndXIXASQ,  Teh.  4-4. 

Eirtor/,  EGoth  ?irfater  So.,  "eh.  44. 

Eirtor/,  IK  S’ifjb.tcr  CJond.  end  KIK  Ad’J,  ~eb.  4^. 

Hi r tor/ ,  354th.  Ti  later  Go.,  Xcb.  *^4. 

Eorthcoidng  A  A?  Kicroricrl  st  udy  on  nor  rtnolicjtionr  of  electronics 
tsehnicuec  to  r.erir.l  varfere. 

A&y.  Ho.  9t3i  AT  directive,  lactic:  1  Honbor  Coerr.tions ,  4  -  -arch  44. 
Ibid. 

Ltr. ,  GO  AXAT  to  CS  9th  A31,  10  Karen  44. 

IMc5 . 

Adv.  Ho.  9th  AX,  dr.eticc.l  Hbnber  C-oerctions ,  15  Kerch  44. 

I3&&. 

Hr.  Al—T  ,  Iccticrl  Aoabor  Crer: lions — OH?,  15  Karen  Ad. 

Ibid . 

Ibid. 

His tor/,  IX  n  orb  or  Cord. ,  Karen  44. 

Ibid. 

Hist  or/,  IX  Xi,rhtor  Goad,  end  XIK  A.3J,  lisreh  44. 

Air  Kinirlrv  JS£^L  I^£llto££.  ^■_K£K,  :037,  18  ^rch  44,  in 
A- 2  lib. 

Hie  tor/,  IK  Korbcr  Cond. ,  Viarcn  44. 

IM4. 

Ibid. ,  Exhibit 
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113. 

I  old. 

113. 

IM. 

114. 

c::-r.-so5  (1-4-4;), 
irises, si  :rrca  44, 

115. 

0'-i:-22DG3  (51-3-4- 
-121554,  50  Hirer  4‘ 

116. 

o::-ir-:-s43  (14-5-44 

11?. 

g: i-i: -14505  ( 70-4-4 
li  peEhof  ;cr ,  "  ,1339 5 

113. 

Annex  ,5,  37  Tot.  4 

113. 

Hcjiort ,  5i7uLnor:.bil: 
Somber  Cazcxnd, !l  3  ’ 
lorher  Oorr.i.  ,  Ihrch 

13  J. 

iidJL. 

131. 

Ibis . ,  Sixtrolemcntin; 

133. 

Ibid.  ,  11  Ilarcn  44. 

133. 
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History,  IX  Cod.  and  nlA  Aww,  .larch  4-- .  ’  il  1  ” 

Hiil. 

Hirt-ory,  67th  'Inc.  Sen.  Gt.  ,  hard:  44. 

I  hid. 

See  Consolidated  StssinrifE  Operations  [hoc&i£/  Tor  Aoril  44. 

Ceor£;c  neno,  Iffort  uaainst  S’d  Sites,  1-15  iiMril,  37  >*ril  44. 

ClI-ir-SOD^  U-4-44),  Conrad  to  ^ireell  for  Ecniy,  s£nd.  Sisenhoror , 
,  131701,  S  Aoril  44. 

Cosuas,  April  44. 

Sictorr.  IX  ~ifhtc-r  Coni,  and  IX  1AC ,  April  44. 

lolctjroc ,  Hq.  IX  Bonoor  Goad,  to  00*  c  all  vines  c,nd  groins, 
IS^April  44,  in  History  I“;  -Anbt-r  Goad.  ,  Xoril  4-1. 

Anpoll ,  “She  lirr.t  Six  I  lentils  of  the  lintli  ar  Torce  in  Britain. l! 


IM4. 
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BIX-LICGHAPHIOAi  LOTH 


She  sources  for  studies  of  tho  Uinth  Air  force  crirt  in  gener¬ 
ous  mho  ere ,  than!:?  to  the  excellent  vox?"  of  It.  Ool.  H.  H.  George 
end  Lhj.  E.  C.  Anscll,  hi  nth  Air  force  hir.fcorirnr ,  who  carefully 
assembled  cooios?  of  order?,,  directives,  unit  histories,  memorandums, 
manuals,,  charts,  and  operational  euirnries  and  forwarded  then  from 
tho  theater  to  the  Historical  Division,  AG/ AS,  Intelligence.  Certain 
mooial  studies  wore  -orcuarcd  by  there  historians  to  emu Inin  come 
co.’pplcx  procedure  or  to  cell  attention  to  tho  acre  significant 
development g.  These  reports  were  found  to  he  eroecially  valuable 
07  this  ’rad  ter. 

Iho  host  histories  vera  usually  on  the  command  level,  those 
of  the  I-1-  Bomber  Command  Doing  crv-jcinlly  useful,  as  the"  'rero  veil 
written  raid  rich  in  documentation.  On  the  lower  levels,  the  his¬ 
tories  of  the  SE-lth  lighter  Grotto  and  tho  356th  Tighter  Soutadron  were 
outstanding. 


Ii portrait  documents  for  this  stud;’  were  also  found  in  tho  AAi 
Central  Tiles  (cited  AAG  with  decimal)  :nd  in  the  class if icationc 
Great  i-ritain,  Tunisia,  tnd  forth  Africa  in  Gffico  cervices  Division, 
AiQ/AS,  Elans.  In  addition  to  these  sources,  cables  and  various 
operational  summaries  vere  consulted.  Unless  specifically  noted, 
documents  cited  will  he  found  in  the  Archives  of  the  Historical 
Division.  1 
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Apeendix  1  -  Oryeniration  3&d  Build-up  of  the  Ninth  Air  Force  in 
220  to  S  June  1S44.* 


2he  g xild-un  of  the  Ninth  Air  Force  in  Britain  term  16  Oct  43 
v ten  Faj,  Gen,  Brereton  assumed  command  in  thip  Ite-ier.  £he  day 
"before  It.  C-e».  Faker  tea  taker*  command  of  the  United  States  Army 
Air  Forces?  in  the  United  Kingdom  end  established  Bq. ,  USA&FUX.  On 
that  day,  lb  Oct  43,  he  issued  the  first  of  v.  series  of  Letter 
Orders,  file  330.2,  transferring  units  from  the  Xighth  to  the 
Ninth  Air  Force,  authorising  ths  activation  of  nen  units  from 
casual  noolc  in  tte  theater,  and  assigning  units  unon  their  arrival 
from  the  United  States  and  other  theaters.  2he  procedure  hao  been 
for  ell  units  to  he  sent  to  UEAAFUX  (or  its  successor  USS2AF)  for 
allocation  within  tte  theater  as  bt  tween  the  Xigtth  and  Ninth  Air 
Forcer.  Only  %  handful  of  units  have  cone  e-:  m'-rhed  for  the  Ninth 
Air  Force,  In  general,  the  Bradley  Flan  as  modified,  "by  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  Col.  Baylor  hac  set  the  pattern  for  the  Ninth* s 
structure,  iliat  structure  has  been  filled  in  by  the  assignment 
from  USAAFUK,  or  USSIAF,  of  units  which  were  called  for  by  the 
Bradley  Flan  and  lator  modifications  of  it  authorized  "by  haohington. 


Bhc  command  of  all  elements  of  the  VIII  Air  Sunuort  Command  and 
of  tte  VIII  factical  Air  Service  Area  Command  was  assumed  by  the 
CoEcundiny  General,  Hinth  Air  Force  by  Section  I,  0.  0.  No.  101, 

16  Oct  43.  I’hs  activation  of  Hq.  end  Ho.  So,,  XX  droop  Carrier 
Coccand,  vac  directed  by  Section  II  of  the  same  order,  ibis 
activation  vns  accourolirhed  by  G.O.  No.  3,  Ik  Iroop  Carrier  Command. 
Since  the  hoe. ,  Hi  Fighter  Command,  IX  Bomber  Command  and  IX  Air 
Service  Cemrxad  had  arrived  or  were,  shortly  arriving  from  the  Kiddle 
Bast,  the  key  headouurtere  for  the  tremendous  expansion  to  come 
were  then  in  being.  Section  III  of  6.0.  101  announced,  among  others. 
Brig.  Gen.  Victor  H.  Strain  ae  Chief  of  Staff,  Mai.  Gen.  Henry  J.F. 
killer  as  Commanding  General,  IX  Air  Force  Service  Command,  Brig, 

Gen.  Blvxsod  3.  Quesada  as  CC-. ,  IX  Fighter  Command,  Brig.  Gen, 
Benjamin  F.  Giles  as  C. 0, ,  IX  droop  Carrier  Command,  end  Col.  Samuel 
X.  Anderson  as  C.G. ,  hint h  Bomber  Commend* 


By  G.O.  No.  103,  also  16  Oct  43,  the  units  that  had  been 
transferred  from  the  Fight b  Air  Force  were  parcelled  out  to  the 
four  Commands,  with  tte  exception  of  a  fev  that  were  assigned  to 
the  I  lath.  Air  Force.  In  this  c^ce,  as  in  ell  subsequent  oner,  only 
the  assignment  of  larger  or  key  units  will  be  discussed.  By  this 
order  IX  Bomber  Goar  end  was  assigned  the  Hr.  aid  Ha,  Sr.,  3rd 
Bombardment  Ulny  and  the  £23ad ,  333rd,  386th  and  387th  Bombardment 


•  Fxeerpt  from  Memorandum  prepared  31  June  1944  by  Ilaj.  Bobert  C. 
Angeli ,  Historical  Section,  Ninth  Air  Force. 
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Groups  (ll)  each.  Kith  4  reuadranc.  these  had  formerly  "been  the 
mainstay  of  the  VIII  Air  Support  Ccrniacd.  the  IX  Fighter  Con-: and 
received  the  l?.  and  Hq,  £q.  ,  44th  Bombardment  Xing;  (l)  and  the  67th 
Ee connai ssraoe  C-rcup  with  5  squadrons,  the  Eq.  of  the  44th  Bombard¬ 
ment  bing  was  also  assigned  to  that  Command.  Io  the  IX  troop  Carrier 
Command  was  assigned  by  the  sene  order,  in  addition  to  its  Eq.  and 
Eq.  So. ,  the  Eo. ,  515th  Troop  Carrier  Group  with  2  squadrons,  to 
the  IX  Air  Service  Connand  was  as signed,  among  many  units  of  lower 
echelons,  the  Ho.  and  Ho,  So.,  Till  tactical  Air  Service  Area 
Command  and  6  Air  Eepot  Groups,  to  Ho. ,  ITinth.  Air  Force,  was 
a? signed,  the  Ho.  and  Hq.  Sq.,  VIII  Air  Support  Command  and  the 
inrr.ortsut  Slot  ¥cather  Souadroa  and  40th  Motile  Communications 
Squadron# 


She  Droop  Carrier  Command  received  additional  units  by  G.O# 

Ho.  105,  Hq.,  ITinth  Air  Force,  22  Get  43  -  the  Ho.  and  Ho.,  Sq., 

50th  Troop  Carrier  ”inr  and  the  Ho.,  434th  droop  Carrier  Group  with 
4  squadrons.  These  assignments  were  effective  IS  Oct  43.  She  434th 
fro  op  Carrier  Group  and  the  315th  Droop  Carrier  Group  had  already 
"been  assigned  to  the  EOth  Droop  Carrier  'Ting  by  IX  Troon  Carrier 
Command  G.  Q.  ITo.  3,  16  Oct  43. 


Vith  G.O.  ITo.  103,  Eq.,  IT hath  Air  Force,  22  Oct  43,  began  the 
process,  destined  to  centime  for  several  months,  of  activation  of 
Air  Service  Command  units,  the  personnel  of  which  had,  for  the  most 
part,  come  overseas  as  casuals.  By  this  order  alone  37  such  units 
were  activated.  One  of  them  was  the  31 et  Transport  Group, 

Cn  23  Oct  43  was  provisionally  activated  Eo.  and  Ea.  So..,  IX 
Air  Service  Command  Base  Air  Eepot  Area.  This  was  accomplished  by 
Service  Command  G.O.  To,  12,  £3  Oct  43,  based  upon  authority 
contained  in  Latter  Orders,  ITinth  Air  Force  of  24  Oct  43. 

The  ITinth  Air  Force  was  still  smell  at  the  end  of  October.  The 
SOU  Strength  heport  on  the  51st  of  the  month  showed  only  32,475 
Officers  and  men  assigned  and  attached# 


Effective  2  ITov  43  the  435th  Troop  Carrier  Groan  vrs  assigned 
to  the  Troop  Carrier  Command  by  G.O.  ITo.  119#  Hq.  ITinth  Air  Force, 
8  ITov  43.  Effective  4  Xov  43,  this  Group  war  assigned  by  G.O*  ITo* 
10,  Ep#,  IX  Troop  Cpjrier  CommEind,  4  I'ov  43,  to  the  50th  Droop 
Carrier  '.ring,  fids  brought  the  total  of  Groups  assigned  to  that 
Command  and  that  ¥ing  to  3. 


Another  Group  was  assigned  by  G.O.  ITo.  119,  Eo.,  ITinth  Air 
Force,  S  ITov  43.  This  was  the  354th  Fighter  Grouo,  destined  to 
become  the  to-called  Fioneer  Mustang  Group.  It  was  assigned  to  the 
IX  Fighter  Command,  effective  2  ITov  43,  and  later  it  was  assigned 
by  that  Command  to  the  100th  Fighter  '.Ting,  (G.O.  ITo,  20,  Ho.,  IX 
Fighter  Commend,  27  ITov  43), 


m 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  development  of  the  Linth  Mr  Force  in 
Britain  the  units  of  Service  Serais  associated  with  'Tactical  Groups 
had  teen  aseigned  to  the  Filter,  Bomber  or  Troop  Carrier  Commands. 
G.O,  ho.  117,  A  . lov  43,  reflects  a  change  in.  nolicy,  since  it 
relieves  tmeh  units  of  their  asr igLr.ent  to  Tactical  Commands  end 
asris/cs  then  to  the  IX  Air  Service  Command,  This  has  remained  the 
practice  since  that  date. 


She  Eq.  end  Ho,  So.,  Kinth.  Air  Force  Base  Air  Depot  Area  was 
activated  by  ninth  Air  Force  G.O,  I,o.  135,  13  Hov  43,  and  assigned 
to  IS  Air  Service  Commend,  She  13th  Renlaceraent  Control  Depot  was 
caclfmed,  effective  5  Bov  43,  to  the  IX  Air  Service  Command  "by  G.O. 
Eo.  i30,  SL  Eov  43. 


The  firrt  inclusive  document  concerning  the  frooTs  Basis  of  the 
Air  Forcer  in  the  2 BO  since  the  establishment  of  the  I  ."inth.  Air  Force 
in  Britain  is  the  For  Dept,  droop  Baris  of  8  ITov  43  (Inclosura  ^2), 
The  usefulness  of  this  document  for  the  history  of  the  Mnth  Air 
Force  is  lesrened  "by  the  fact  that  no  separation  is  made  between 
units  to  ho  i  pport  ioned  to  the  Eighth  and  to  .the  Xinth  Air  Forces, 
however,  it  is  tho  authority  for  the  assignment  of  units  to  the 
Linth  Air  lores  by  USAAFuX  (UESiAF). 


A  aror.t  important  G.O,  in  the  huild-up  process  vas  Ho.  123, 

Hq,,  Finth  Air  Force,  12  i'ov  43,  It  redesignated  the  Ey.  and  Ho. 
Sq.t  3rd  Bombardment  iiing  and  the  He,  and  Ho,  So.,  44th  Bombardment 
Xing  rr-  the  Eq,  and  Ho,  So,,  98th  and  99th  Combat  jJombsrdnent  Xing 
(M)  respectively.  (At  about  this  time  the  last  named  unit  was 
transferred  from  the  IX  Fighter  Command  to  the  IX  Bomber  Command 
by  teletype  order.  fhi~  transfer  never  published  in  p  ltintfc 
Air  Force  He.  4,0.),  She  same  4,0,  directed  the  redesignation  of 
the  Eo.  and  Ea,  Sq»,  VIII  iacticsl  Air  Service  Area  Command  as 
Es.  and  H->»  So.,  ITinth  Air  Force  Advanced  Depot  Area  Command.  This 
vas  effected  by  Air  Force  Service  Command  G.O.  Ho.  33,  17  Hot.  43. 
Before  this  took  place  the  unit  vr..:.  relieved  of  assignment  from  the 
IX  Air  Service  Constant’-  and  assi rued  to  the  Advanced  Air  Denot  Area 
bv  Air  Service  Commend  G.O.  To.  23,  11  Xov  43,  effective  12  L’ov  43. 
(Ihe  Advanced  Mr  Depot  Areas,  of  which  there  were  hater  two,  were 
designed  each  to  exercise  supervision  and  control  over  3  Fact leal 
Air  Depots.) 


Two  important  unit?  were  activated  by  4.0.  125,  Hn.,  Linth 
Air  Force,  13  ..ov  43.  .these  are  the  87th  Combat  Bombardment  Ving 
which  was  as- signed  to  IX  Bomber  Command,  tnd  tb'  ho.  and  ho.  So.,, 
.  inth  Air  Force  Base  Be^ot  Area,  which  war  assigned  to  the  IX  Air 
Service  Cornand,  By  Mr  Service  Commend  0,0,  1,0.  3u,  28  xfov  43, 
Ia  Mr  Service  Command  Bare  Air  Depot  Area  was  disbanded  end.  the 


(K), 


personnel  as; signed  to  the  1  inth  Air  Force  Base  Air  Depot  Area, 
The  Base  Air  Dsvot  at  Bnverstock  ms  set  up  by  IX  Mr  Service 
Command  G.O.  ho,  37,  2  Dec  44, 
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By  G.Q.  Ho.  127,  Heu ,  Xinth  Air  Force,  16  l.ov  43,  Brig.  Gen. 

Dale  3).  Einrtrn  »e  suinounced  rs  Commanding  General,  IK  Air  Defense 
Gonnox.il,  3y  G.O.  131,  He.  hinth  Air  Force,  24  Hot  43,  the  100th 
Tighter  Wing  was  activated.  By  another  Alnth  Air  Force  G.O.  -  Do. 

133,  27  Hov  43  -  this  'any  war,  rs  signed  to  the  IK  Tighter  Comnena. 
Another  Tighter  Xing  -  the  70th  -  together  with  the  357th  and  362nd 
Tighter  Groups  -  urs  c-coigncd,  effective  7  Dec  43,  to  the  IK  Tighter 
Commend  by  G.O.  ITo.  146,  Ho.,  ITiath  Air  Force,  IS  Dec  43.  She  354th 
Group  vr/5  relieved  fron  assignment  to  the  100th  Tighter  Viny  and 
assigned  to  the  70th  Fighter  Wing  5  days  earlier,  by  Tighter  Command 
G.O.  To.  21,  3  Dec  43.  By  the  sane  order  the  357th  and  353x1  Groups 
were  assigned  to  the  70th  Tighter  Wing. 

During  Uovenber,  the  Tinth  Air  Force  had  grown  fast.  By  30  ITov 
43  there  were  46,  853  officers  and  nen  in  the  Daily  Strength  Report. 

An  important  development  v;:,s  the  activation  by  Hinth  Air  Tores 
G.O.  Do.  123,  4  Dec  43  of  the  Hq.  rxd  Ep,  So.,  IK  Air  Support  Command. 

It  was  assigned  to  the  IX  Tighter  Command,  Col.  01arer.es  D.  Cruarine 
assumed  command  by  G.O.  Do.  1,  IX  Air  Support  Command,  4  Dec  43. 

She  four  original  Bonier  Groups  were  assigned  to  Wings  by 
Bomber  Ccnu'xd  G.O.  Do.  67,  G  Dec  43.  The  323rd  and  337th  went  to 
the  98th  Combat  Bombardment  Win;:  (II)  end  tb?  322nd  an d  38Sth  to 
the  99th  Combat  Bombard:. eat  Wing  (ll)« 

A.  study  mode  as  of  8  Dec  43  by  Historical  Section,  ITinth  Air 
Force,  reread. ed  that  at  that  tine  there  were  409  activated  units  (not 
*dl  of  then  organised)  in  the  ITinth  Air  Force.  Of  these,  10  had 
come  with  the  Hinth  fron  the  Diddle  Bast,  225  had  been  transferred 
fron  the  Fiyhth  Air  Force,  55  had  cone  as  units  fron  the  United 
States  end  had  been  assigned  to  the  Finth  by  USAAFUR,  and  119  had 
been  activated  from  casual  personnel  in  this  Theater,  (See  Chart, 
Inclosure  13).  The  chart  bears  out  vhat  is  Known  to  be  the  fact 
that  tactical  organisations  arrived  in  th?  theater  us  complete  units, 
v.hereas  service  organisations  coxa  in  large  measure  a?  casuals* 

The  l’intii  Air  Tores  organisation  as  of  8  Dec  43  is  shown  in 
attached  Chart  I.  The  yrouns  under  IX  Air  Service  Command  are  not 
given  since  they  were  soon  thereafter  related  to  Tactical  Air  Depots. 

It  is  apparent  fron  this  chart  that  tactically  the  Dinth  Air  Force 
wno  approximately  oae-fourth  complete  at  this  time,  11  of  the  45 
ultimate  Tactical  groups  being  present* 

The  42Sth  Cl  True::  Regiment  vus  assigns!  to  IX  Air  Service 
Commend  by  Hinth  Air  Force  G.O.  l.o*  146,  16  Dec  42,  effective  10  Dec  43. 

The  100th  Fighter  Wing  vac  assigned  to  the  IX  Air  Support 
Command  by  Fiphter  Command  G.O.  Ho.  23,  12  Dec  43.  Ho.,  67th 
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Heconnaisstnice  Group  was  redesignated  Ho, ,  G7bh  Tactical  Reconnaissance 
Group  "by  Riskier  Command  6.0.  No.  145,  16  Dec  43,  The  Fighter 
Command  was  strengthened  'ey  the  assignment,  effective  CO  Dec  43,  of 
the  Ha.  and  Ko.  So.,  71st  Fighter  Wing  and  two  complete  groups, 
the  363rd  and  533th  Fighter  Group e  (SE)  “by  ITinth  Air  Force  G,0*  ITo.  S, 

4  Jen  44. 

The  only  other  Command  to  change  during  the  remainder  of  Dec  eater 
was  the  Air  Service  Command.  By  Its  G.O.  To.  40,  6  Dec  43,  the  1st 
Advanced  Air  Depot  Area  vc/*  established  at  Basely  Court  and  the  Dud 
Advanced  Air  Depot  Area  at  Arbor  field,  effective  15  Dec  43*  By  G.O,  43 
of  thb  erne  Command,  14  Dec  43,  the  Ho.  and  Ho.  So.,  2nd  Advanced  Air 
Depot  Area,  IX  Air  Service  Command  (Prov)  was  redesignated  as  Ho.  and 
Etr*  So.,  let  Advar.cs d  Air  Depot  Area,  IX  Air  Service  Command  (Prov) 
and  assigned  to  the  1st  Advanced  Air  Depot  Area,  jay  the  same  order 
Ho.  and  Ho.  fa.,  Kinth  Air  Force  Advanced  Bcuot  Area  Command  was 
assigned  to  2nd  Advanced  Air  Depot  Area.  A  large  number  of  other 
units  were  also  asrigned  to  each  AADA.  By  orders  (number  unknown) 
of  the  1st  erd  2nd  AADA'ss  on  16  Dec  43  the  six  Tactical  Air  Depots 
were  officially  set  vra,  three  to  each  AADA*  The  set-up  at  that  time 
was  indicated  by  IX  Air  Service  Command  G.O.  Ho.  2,  4  Jan  44,  as 
follows: 

1st  TAD  -  Forth  Wit  hast 
2nd  TAD  -  St  cast  eel 
3rd  IAD  -  Grove 
4th  TAD  -  Chiisrty  Down 
5th  TAD  «  Zeals 
6th  TAD  -  Eeabury 

The  first  three  were  under  let  AABA,  the  second  three  under  2nd  AADA. 
later  To.  4  vr*s  moved  to  Xinston-Bogpuize  and  bo.  5  to  Chilboltoa* 

3rir.  Gen.  Elman.  '„:rv  relieved  from  assignment  to  XX  Air  Defense 
Command  fmd  assigned  to  2nd  General  Hospital  by  kinth  Air  Force 
Special  Order  Jo,  343,  14  Dec  43, 

The  Ess.  and  Eo.  Battery,  52nd  AAA  Brigade  was  assigned  to  l  hath 
Air  Force  by  Letter  Order,  DSAAFBE,  17  Dec  43. 

j-he  development  of  the  IX  Engineer  Command  wa  s  foreshadowed  by 
the  assignment  of  the  Hoc,,  925th  and  926th  Engineer  Regiments  (Avn) 
to  the  Slinth  Air  Force  by  G.O.  no.  148,  21  Dec  43,  ns  emended  by  G.O. 
’To.  113,  28  Apr  44.  By  thin  amendment  the  effective  date  of  assign¬ 
ment  to  the  Air  Force  was  26  iTov  43,  though  the  units  did  not  arrive 
in  this  theater  until  the  spring  of  1944, 

Gains  in  personnel  during  December  brought  the  Air  Force  total 
to  69,194  by  the  end  of  the  month. 


r:r;  'Hnrrim 


J _ ..  i.A  'i. 
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In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  important  changes  were 
made  "by  G.O.  ho.  2,  Ha.,  ITinth  Air  Force,  4  Jan  44.  I  he  Hq,  and 
Hq*  3q. ,  XIX  Air  Support  Command,  vr,s  activated,  as  was  the  Hq.  and 
Ho.  So.,  IX  Air  Force  Advanced  Depot  Area  Command  (^3).  Shis  latter 
unit  ras  assigned  to  1st  AADA  by  Air  Service  Command  G.O.  Lb.  5, 

8  Jan  44  end  by  the  same  order  Eo.  end  Ea.  So.,  1st  AAM,  IX  Air 
Service  Command  (Frov) ,  vras  disbanded. 

On  the  sane  day  -  4  Jan  44  «  the  100th  Fighter  Xing  was 
relieved  iron  assignment  to  the  IX  Air  Support  Command  and  assigned 
to  the  EC  Fighter  Command  by  Linth  Air  Force  G.O*  Ho.  2,  4  Jan  44. 

Ey  0.0.  Ho.  10,  Ecu,  1'inth  Air  Force,  11  Jin  44,  the  Eighth 
Air  Force  Intrrnsit  Depot  Group  was  as'-i.pacd  to  IX  Air  Service 
Command.  It  was  assigned  to  IX  Air  Force  3c.ce  Air  Depot  Area  by 
Air  Service  Command  G.O.  Ho.  7,  13  Jan  44,  effective  2  Jan  44. 

*he  period  from  27  Jan  to  1  Feb  44  vv-s  a  most  imnortmt  one  in 
the  development  of  the  two  Air  Support  (later  Tactical  Air  Commands) . 
fvo  new  Fighter  Groins,  the  3cSth  tnd  368th  (SH) ,  were  assigned  to 
IX  Fighter  Command  by  0.0,  lb.  23,  37  Jan  44.  These  were  further 
assigned  by  Fighter  Command  G>  0.  Ho.  5,  23  Jan  44,  to  IX  Air 
Support  Common i,  effective  1  Feb  44. 

On  31  Jrn  4*1,  Brig.  Gen,  HI wood  R.  Q,uecada  was  relieved  as 
Commanding  General,  IX  Fighter  Command,  and  announced  as  C.  G. , 

IX  Air  Curort  Command,  by  C*,0.  Lb.  23,  Ho.,  Xinth  Air  Force.  (He 
assumed  command  by  G.O.  Ho*  2,  IX  Air  Support  Command,  17  Feb  44). 
lids  action  made  it  appear  that  the  IX  Fighter  Command  was  going 
out  of  existence  ns  an  operating  unit.  Other  units  beside  these 
already  mentioned  assigned  to  IX  Air  Support  Command,  effective 
1  Feb  44,  by  Fighter  Command  0.0.  To.  b,  32  Jsn  4-1,  were  Hq.  and 
Ho.  So.,  71st  Fighter  Ving,  with  the  36Sth  and  368th  Fighter  Groups; 

Ha.  and  Ho.  So.,  100th  Fighter  Xing*  70th  Fighter  bins  with  the 
354th,  357th,  SSSncL,  363rd  end  365th  Fighter  Groups,  together  with 
the  67th  Tactical  Reconnaissance  Group.  A  trade  of  groups  with 
the  Eighth  Air  Force  tool:  place  -  effective  1  Feb  44  -  the  357th 
Fighter  Group  being  relieved  of  assignment  to  the  IX  Air  Support 
Commend  end  the  259th  being  t-c signed  to  that  Command  toy  ITinth  Air 
Force  G.O.  Fo.  3j,  9  Feb  44.  This  replaced  a  Mustang  group  by  a 
Thunderbolt  group.  The  shift  \as  made  -within  the  70th  Xing,  the 
357th  being  relieved  from  that  Ling  by  IX  Air  Support  Command 
G.O.  ho.  9,  15  Feb  ^4  and  tha  358th  being  unsigned  to  that  Xing 
by  G.O*  lb.  5,  10  Feb  44.  This  action  evidently  relieve!  the  363rd 
end  355th  Groups  from  the  ?lr.t  *»ing  and  ao  signed  the  3£6th  and  368th 
Groups  thereto. 

The  set-up  of  the  two  Air  Support  Commands  was  further  complicated 
by  what  amounted  to  an  exchange  of  names  on  1  Feb  44.  The  IX  Air 
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Support  Com-aond,  which  had  been  r.t  Al&eraasfcoA  Court~if3s  transferred, 
less  personnel  and  equipment,  to  Middle  Gallop,  while  the  SIX  Air 
Support  Command,  which  had  been  at  Hiaole  F&llop,  was  transferred 
less  personnel  end  eruipment  to  isldeiroaston  (Fighter  Command  G.O. 

Ho.  6-23  Jen  44,  effective  1  Feb  ^4).  By  G.O.  l.o.  1,  XIX  Air 
Support  Commend,  Col.  Clarence  X.  Crurarine  assumed  Command  of  XIX 
Air  Support  Command.  He  wc„s  relieved  three  days  later  "by  Brig* 

Gen.  0.  P.  Veyland  who  as  owned  command  by  G.  0,  To.  2,  XIX  Air 
Support  Command,  4  Feb  44. 

■The  84th  Fighter  Xing  was  assigned  to  IX  Air  Support  Command, 
effective  4-  Fee  44,  "by  Hinth  Air  Force,  G.O.  Ho.  30,  S  Feb  44. 


The  nans  of  the  Air  Service  Command  was  changed  to  IX  Air 
Force  Service  Commend  by  an  unnunb ored  memorandum,  Es.,  Histh  Air 
Force,  23  Jon  44.  The  En.  and  Ho.  So.,  20th  P.mL&cenent  Control 
Eopot  was  activated  by  Hinth  Air  Force  G.O.  Ho.  24,  31  Jan  44,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  IX  Air  Force  Service  Condone  by  G.  0.  ho.  23, 

4  Fob  44,  effective  31  Jrn  44. 


A  large  Increase  in  size  of  the  Air  Forcej'&s  recorded  in 
January  -  no  re  then  30,000  officers  end  men.  ihe  total  at  the  end 
of  the  nonth  vas  93,  224. 


There  were  severed,  new  units  f.E“if?ied  to  IX  bomber  Command 
early  in  February,  The  331st  Bombardment  Group  va«  assigned  to  the 
Command  effective  3  Feb  44,  by  Hinth  Air  Fores  G.O.  Ho.  30,  9  Feb  44. 
effective  the  same  dxy  it  was  assigned  to  the  38th  Combat  Bombard¬ 
ment  Xing  by  Bomber  Command  G.  0.  Ho.  41,  8  Ear  44.  Effective 
4  Feb  44,  the  416th  Bombrrdment  Group  was  assigned  to  the  Bomber 
Command  by  ninth  Air  Force  G.  0.  To*  30,  9  Feb  44.  Effective  the 
some  day  it  was  assigned  to  the  97th  Combat  Bombardment  Wing  by 
Bomber  Command  G.  0.  Ho.  33,  1  liar  *'4.  The  344th  Bombardment  Group 
was  assigned  to  the  Bomber  Command,  effective  14  Feb  44,  by  Hinth 
Air  Force  G.  0.  Ho.  33,  23  Feb  44,  nnd  was  further  essigned  to  the 
99th  Combat  Bombardment  b’ing,  alr-o  effective  14  Feb  44,  by  Bomber 
Commend  G.  0.  Ho.  28,  1  Mar  44. 


IX  Troop  Carrier  Commend  also  expended  during  February.  Ihe 
436th  Troop  Carrier  Grouu  was  assigned  to  it,  effective  4  Feb  44, 
by  I.inth  Mr  Force  G.  0.  Ho.  30,  9  Feb  44.  This  Group  had  been 
assigned  by  Troop  Carrier  Ccmrend  almost  t.  month  before  to  the  50th 
Troop  Carrier  Xing  by  that  Command1  e  G.  0.  ITo*  2,  10  Jan  44, 
effective  14  Feb  44.  The  Eo.  and  Eq.  So.,  5 3rd  Troop  Carrier  Xing 
and  the  457th  Troop  Carrier  Group  were  assigned  to  the  Troop  Carrier 
Command  by  Hinth  Air  Force  0*  0.  Ho*  38,  22  Feb  44.  Ihe  437th 
Group  was  evidently  assigned  to  the  50th  'Ting,  though  there  is 
no  Troop  Currier  Command  G.O.  on  the  subject*  A  reassignment  of 
groups  too’-:  place  effective  18  Feb  44  by  Troop  Carrier  G.O.  Ho.  7, 
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17  Feb  44.  2he  ClEth  Group  ms  relieved  from  the  EOth  Wire  and 
esqipned  to  the  62nd »  (although  that  'Jinn  vat  not  assigned  to  Eroop 
Carrier  Ccmnrnd  until  21  War  44),  uhlle  the  4C5th  and  437th  vere 
relieved  from  the  50th  rad  assigned  to  the  53rd  Wing. 

Fhe  Ee.  end  Ec.  Battery,  Slat  AAA  Brigade  was,  attached  to 
Firth  Air  Force  for  adninietration  and  operation  "by  letter  Orders, 
VSSEAF,  14  Feb  44. 

Bhe  070th  Fighter  Groun  (xl)  vac  assigned  to  IX  Air  Support 
Cerawnd,  effective  14  Feb  44,  by  G. C .  Wo .  33,  E-n. ,  Xinth  Air  Force 
22  Feb  44,  and  was  further  assigned  to  the  71  rt  Fighter  Wing;  by  IX 
Air  Cap-  ort  CGnrnnd  0.0.  To.  9»  15  Feb  4-’,  effective  13  Feb  44. 

By  I  in th,  Air  Force  0.0.  To.  37,  01  Feb  44,  the  IX  Fighter  Command 
cere  back  into  the  picture  with  the  announcement  of  Brig.  Gen* 
r.'aecadr.  ae  Connen&iny  General,  IX  Fighter  Command,  in  addition  to 
other  duties. 

Effective  24  Feb  4* ,  the  10th  Fhoto  Group  (Reconnaissance)  was 
resigned  to  Xinth  Air  Force  Eq.  and  attached  to  IX  Air  Support 
Command  for  training  (G.O.  To.  42,  Ea.  Einth  Air  Force,  1  Mar  44). 

By  riftth  Air  Force  G.O.  Wo.  40,  25  Feb  44,  Brig.  Gen.  haul 
1.  ’.-.'ill  irae  res  ranounced  £s  Oourmdiny  General,  IX  Troop  Carrier 
Command,  vioc  Brig.  Gen.  Xenjsnin  F.  Giles,  relieved. 

An  expansion  of  sene  13,000  officers  md  nen  during  February 
brought  the  Air  Force  total  to  117,975  by  the  end  of  that  month. 

Bha  f tructure  of  tho  Xinth  Air  Force,  so  far  as  principal  units 
are  concerned,  at  the  end  of  February  ir.  show  in  Chart  II,  attached. 
Fhic  chert  reveals  that  the  ninth  Air  ^orcc  vest  then  about  half 
couple  be  tactically,  though  it  war.  nr*-ria(:  completion  in  service 
unite. 

By  IX  Air  Earn*  ort  Gonr.md  G.O.  l“o*  13,  8  Ear  44,  the  355th  Fighter 
Groun  was  relieved  from  assignment  to  the  70th  Fighter  Wing  and 
assigned  to  the  84th  Fighter  Winy,  effective  6  !'tr  44;  also,  2 
squadron^  of  the  67th  Eactical  Hccennais since  Group*,  the  12th  and 
15th,  were  made  available  to  the  XIX  Air  Support  Commend  for  operations, 
though  rer  mining  under  their  Group  for  adniniotrc.tion, 

.  G.  0.  Eo.  52,  Eq. ,  Einth  .Air  Force,  13  Kcr  44,  made  several 
important  as'-lt-mnentF.  Fho  4G3th  Bombarciment  Group  (l)  was  ue signed 
to  the  Bomber  Commend  effective  7  War  44.  (It  us  further  assigned 
to  the  97th  Combat  Bombardment  Xing  by  Bomber  Command's  G.O.  Eo*  49, 

34  Err  44,  effective  7  tlcar  44).  By  the  sane  I.inth  Air  Force  G.O. 
the  405th  and  371  st  Fighter-Bomber  Groups  were  assigned  to  the  IX 
Air  Support  Gcmrud.  (xhe  former  iac  assigned  to  the  34th  Fighter 
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by  IX  Air  Support  Command  G.O,  Mb,  14,  18  Mar  44),  Also  by  ITinth 
Air  Force  G.O.  Mo.  52*  the  303rd  Fighter  Winy  was  assigned  to  the 


XIX  Air  Support  Command,  effective  9  Mrtr  44,  By  Boater  Commend  0.0, 
lb.  AJ- ,  14  Mar  44 1  the  391  at  Group  ve.z  relieved  of  assignment  to 
the  98th  ''ins  siiG  assignee-  to  the  SSth  Ving, 

There  ’.ere  many  additions  to,  and  reassiynnents  vithin  the  IX 
Troop  Carrier  Command  in  March.  One  Wing  and  nine  Croups  were 
assigned  to  that  Command  -  the  438th  and  483th  Croups,  "by  Xlnth 
Air  Force  C-,0.  Mo.  68,  18  liar  44,  effective  11  Mar  44;  the  440th 
Croup  by  Minth  Air  Force  G.O.  Mo.  82,  29  Mar  44,  effective  25  liar  44* 
the  52nd  Troop  Carrier  Wing  sad  the  61st,  318th,  314th  and  816th 
Groups  by  Minth  Air  Force  G.O.  Ho.  82,  29  Mar  44,  effective  21  liar  44; 
rad  the  4' let  and  442nd  Croups  by  ITinth  Air  Force  G.O.  ho,  90,  5  Apr  44, 
effective  31  l-!rr  44.  The  four  group?  that  came  with  the  52nd  Wing 
regained  assigned  to  that  Win-;.  The  43Sth  and  489th  Groups  were 
assigned  to  the  50th  Xing  by  Troop  Carrier  Command  G.O.  Ho.  S, 

25  Feb  44;  the  440th  and  441st  Groups,  to  50th  Wing  by  Troop  Carrier 
Command  G.O.  Ho.  14,  21  Mar  44,  effective  21  Mar  44;  and  the  442nd 
Group  to  the  ease  Wing  by  Troop  Carrier  CSosmumd  G.O.  Ho.  12,  SO  Mur  44. 
Groups  fomerly  assigned  to  the  50th  Wing  were  relieved  of  that 
as-ignnent  and  err iyned  to  53rd  Xing  ns  follows!  434th  and  43Sth 
Groups  by  Troop  Carrier  Comnrmd  G.O.  ho.  10,  1  Mar  44,  effective 
3  Ucr  44,  end  the  438th  Grcuu  by  Trooc  Carrier  Command  G.O.  ITo.  17, 

50  liar  44, 

Finth  A.ir  Force  G.O,  Ho.  52,  12  Mar  44  changed  the  status  of 
the  18th  and  20th  Emplacement  Control  Depots  from  assignment  to 
IX  Air  Force  Service  Command  to  attachment  thereto,  effective  2  Mar  44, 

Minth  Air  Force  G.O.  Ho.  63,  18  Mar  44,  assigned  two  new  Groups, 
effective  11  Mar  44  -  the  594th  Bombardment  Group  to  the  Bomber 
Command  end  the  474th  Fighter  Group  (TB)  to  the  IX  Air  Support  Command, 
The  former  vi<  z  further  assigned  to  the  S8th  Combat  Bombardment  Xing, 
effective  7  Her  44,  V  Bomber  Command  G.O.  Ilo.  49,  24  Mar  44.  The 
latter  was  assigned  tb  the  ICQth  Fighter  Wing  by  XX  Air  Support 
Command  G.O.  To.  14,  IS  Mar  44,  effective  17  Mar  44, 

The  Engineer  and  A.ir  Defense  Commando  which  had  been  contemplated 
for  a  long  time,  and  which  existed  as  Eos.  only  until  30  Mar  44, 
vrsrs  on  that  day  established  by  the  activation  of  their  Ho.  and  Ko. 

S:jp.  by  ITinth  Air  Force  G.O.  Mo.  83,  30  Mar  44.  G.O.  lb.  84,  same 
day,  announced  Brig.  Gen*  William  1.  Eichardson  as  Commanding  General, 
IX  Air  Defense  Command,  and  Brig.  Cen.  Janes  B.  Uevrasm  as  Commanding 
General  Hi  Engineer  Comnmd*  The  Ho.  and  E'i.  Batteries,  51st  and  52nd 
AAA  Brigades  were  relieved  of  attachment  to  linth  Air  Force  Ho*  and 
attached  to  IX  Air  Defense  Command  by  ITinth  Air  Force  G.O.  lb.  87, 

2  Aoril  44,  effective  50  Mar  and  27  Mar  44  respectively*  By  the  same 
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G.0.  the  925th  tmd  925th  Engineer  Regiments  (Aim)  '-.ere  relieved  of 
assignment  to  Engineer  Hqs.  and  assigned  to  IX  Engineer  Commend. 

Ihe  92nd  end  924th  Engineer  Regiments  (Avn)  were  assigned  to  IX 
Engineer  Command  by  G*0»  ho,  94,  7  Apr  44. 

>ith  the  Ic-rgets  rignle  month*  p  growth  in  its  history  -  almost 
£3,000  -  the  total  personnel  of  the  ninth  Air  Force  reached  150,741 
"by  the  end  of  1  larch  1944. 

A  number  of  new  Fighter  Groups  were  added  to  the  two  Air 
Support  Commands  about  this  time.  Effective  £L  liar  44,  the  48th 
Fighter  Croup  was  assigned  to  IX  Air  Support  Command  by  ninth 
Air  Force  G.0.  ho.  90,  5  Apr  44.  Effective  4  Anr  44,  the  33th 
and  373rd  Fighter  Groups  (S3)  and  the  406th  Fighter-Bomber  Group 
were  assigned  to  the  XIX  Air  Support  Command  by  lanth  Air  Force  G»Q* 
Ho.  93,  7  Apr  44,  (Fhese  three  were  further  assigned  to  the  303rd 
Fighter  Uing  by  XIX  Fectical  Air  Command  G.0.  ITo.  3,  7  Kay  44, 
effective  4  Apr  44).  Also  by  liinth  Air  Force  G.0.  ho.  93,  the 
50th  and  367th  Fighter  Groups  (SE)  sad  the  404th  Fighter  Bomber 
Group  were  as  signed  to  IX  Air  Support  Command,  effective  4  Apr  44, 
fht  50th  and  4G4tL  Groups  were  assigned  to  the  84th  Fighter  V.ing 
by  IX  Air  Support  Command  G.0.  ho.  17,  13  Apr  44,  effective  7  Apr  44. 
By  IX  Air  Support  Command  G,0.  ITo.  17,  13  Apr  44,  the  48th,  367th, 
371st  and  474th  Groups  were  relieved  from  the  100th  Fighter  Xing 
and  assigned  to  the  70th  Fighter  Eing  effective  15  Apr  44,  (I here 
is  no  record  of  the  48th  and  3$7th  Groan t  ever  having  boon  assigned 
to  the  iCOth  Fighter  Xing).  By  Finth  Air  Eorce  G.0.  To.  71, 

23  IFr  44,  the  ICbth  Fighter  Xing  was  relieved  of  assignment  to 
EC  Fighter  Command  and  resigned  to  XIX  Air  Support  Command, 

An  important  change  of  name  occurred  18  Apr  44  when  the  two 
Air  Support  Commands  ’/ere  redesign*  ted  the  IX  and  XI/.  Factical  Air 
Comends,  (Uinth  Air  Force  G.0.  1,0.  103,  18  Apr  44).  By  Linth 
Air  Force  G.0.  ho.  116,  28  Apr  44,  the  3S7th  and  37Gtb  Fighter 
Groups  (S3)  were  redesignated  as  (IE). 

IX  Bomber  Command  changes  during  April  were  few.  By  IX  Bomber 
Command  G.0.  i"o,  54,  ^  Apr  44 ,  the  97th  Combat  Bombardment  L'ing  (X) 
was  redesign*, ted  as  the  97th  Combat  Bombardment  Fing  (h),  rfhe 
last  two  Groups,  the  397th  and  41Cth,  were  assigned  to  the  Command 
by  Binth  Air  Force  G.0.  To,  93,  7  Apr  44,  effective  4  Apr  4A. 
i‘he  397th  was  assigned  to  the  98th  Xing  and  the  410th  to  the  97th 
by  Bomber  Commend  G.0.  La.  62,  21  Aur  44,  effective  4  Apr  44, 

fhe  Service  Command  also  changed  little  during  -.ipril  so  far 
ac  “*  jor  units  is  concerned.  By  l  inth.  Air  Force  G.0.  ho.  104, 

18  Apr  44,  the  l£th  end  20th  Replacement  Control  Depots  were 
relieved  of  attachment  to  IX  Air  Force  Service  Command  and  were 
assigned  thereto  effective  13  Apr  44,  By  Finth  Air  Force  0*0, 
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Ho.  Ill,  23  Apr  44,  the  486th  C’l  iracl:  lieglment  was  redesignated  as 
the  1585th  £>3  Truck  P.egiaent  (Avn)  Sp, 

April  YL.z  mother  month  of  tremendous  growth  for  the  ITinth  Air 
Pores,  Totcl  personnel  assigned  and  attached  SO  Apr  44  was  175,725* 

By  ITinth  Air  Porce  0.0.  ITo*  125,  6  Kay  44,  Brig.  den.  Xyron 
B.  Wood  was  announced  as  Commanding  General ,  IX  Air  Porce  Service 
Command,  vice  Ilaj.  Gen*  Henry  J.  P.  Hiller,  relieved.  By  USSIAP 
letter  Orders,  15  Kay  44,  IX  Air  Force  Base  Air  Depot  Area  was 
relieved  of  assignment  to  the  ITinth  Air  Porce,  hut  by  Air  Porce 
Service  Command  G.O.  To.  72,  17  Hay  44,  Ha.  and  Ha.  Sa.,  IX  Air 
Porce  Base  Air  Depot  Area  '.as  attached  to  IX  Air  Pore©  Service 
Command  for  rations  and  ouerters  only.  Advance  Hq. ,  IX  Air  Force 
Service  Command  was  established  by  that  Command 1  s  G.O.  Ho.  73, 

19  ITay  44. 

A  douol e-rever cal  v/ith  regard  to  IX  Engineer  and  IX  Air 
Defence  Commands  was  involved  in  ITinth  Air  Porce  G.O.  *  s  ITos.  129 
and  145,  10  and  22  Kay  44.  2he  former  activated  Ho.,  Engineer 
Command  (Prov)  and  Eo.  and  Hq*  So.,  IX  Air  Defense  Command  (Frov) 
as  of  30  I-I&r  44  and  rescinded  ITinth  Air  Porce  G.O.  ITo.  83  of  that 
date;  the  latter  disbanded  the  two  provisional  units  rnd  established 
the  t;  o  Headquarters  on  a  regulrr  basis. 

die  48th,  357th,  37lst  and  474th  Groups  were  relieved  from 
the  70th  Tighter  Xing  and  assigned  to  Kq.,  IX  Tactical  Air  Command 
by  that  Command’s  G.O.  ITo.  7,  25  Kay  44,  effective  14  Hay  44. 

Ihe  ITinth  Air  Porce  growth  slowed  down  during  Hay,  since  the 
structure  was  pretty  well  complete.  Under  current  plans,  only 
the  IX  Air  Defense  Command  would  grow  much  thenceforth,  as  new 
units  become  attached  to  it  on  the  far  shore.  The  total  of  personnel 
assigned  and  attached  31  Thy  44,  was  184,702* 

ITinth  Air  Porce  G.O,  ITo.  157,  6  June  44,  redesignated  Ha,, 

ITinth  Air  Porce  as  Ec.,  ITinth  Air  Force  (hear),  and  Advanced  So., 
ITinth  Air  Porce,  as  Ha.,  l'inth  Air  Porce. 


(Signed)  E0BBE3  C.  All  CELL 
Kajor,  AC. 
Historical  Section. 
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Append  iz.  3 


£c,  dauArt  eve, 
ninth  Air  Force 


AFO  SSo,  24  Sec  43. 

lievorandon  concern  in;’  Source  g  of  Units  of  ninth  Air  Force: 

The  attached  table  show?  ell  unitg  of  the  ninth  Air  Force 
fs  of  3  Sec  43  accordinj  to  thoir  rource.  Fnc  basis  data  were 
obtained  fror.  letter  ordere,  U3AAFUF*  frox  General  Orders,  LTinth. 

Air  Force*  tn-i  fro  a  Ibh.  reports.  2he  Wole  is  subdivided  by  types 
of  unite,  and  sub— totfic  art  given.  laic  table  icay  be  of  significance 
in  fhovin.;!  (1>  trained  unite-,  e.*> ,  tkoee  fro.u  Forth  Africa  and 
there  fro"  the  Till  Air  Force*  (2)  Units  requirin';  training  in  110, 
e.y. ,  those  arrivirv  fron  the  United  Static;  md  (3)  units  requiring 
oresaizrtion  and  training,  e.y.,  those  activated  by  the  Finth  Air 
Force  in  SfO.* 


(Signed) 


E03AB2  c.  aif-ell 
Lrjor,  AO 

Eictoricul  Section 


*  Fhir 
chart 


nenorandun  and  sacconjr  Haying  table  vere 
riuy  followinr  p,  26  in  the  text. 


sunnleneated  by  the 


23’J 
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Bismarck  Sea,  121,  125 

Blackpool,  108 
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150,  155,  164.  See  also  ?-51. 
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135-138,  143-144,  147,  149,  151-154, 
160-163,  166-167 
Commanding  General,  145 
Headquarters,  25 

III  Engineer  Command,  30,  41,  58-59, 
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265t-h  Fighter  Gn.,  1C5,  150,  164 
366th  Fighter  Gp,,  11J,  156,  164 
568th  Fighter  Gp.,  156 
370th  Fight er  Cp. ,  1C 6 
371 Gt  Fighter  Gp.,  1S7 
386th  Borah.  Gp.,  27,  *3,  45,  115-116, 
139,  135-13-',  157-158 


157-158 


£911  Bono  So.,  191  (n23) 
tactical  Air  Conznnd,  6 
tactical  Air  Depot  (FAD) ,  81,  85-87 
tactical  Air  Depot  Area  (1ADA) ,  76 
i‘"cticol  Air  Force,  9,  15,  15,  £6 
tactical  Air  Service  Area  Consrand  , 
(■i'ASAC),  80 
ffiesne  7, alley,  2 

Eentativo  Proposed  troop  3asis,  11 
Eergnior,  146 

thunderbolt ,  S3,  33,  37,  150,  164, 
167.  $££  also  P-47, 

iKOiilCi-.GLOUD ,  101 

'j.iix.UEu.' ,  100 

training  Div. ,  95 
lleno 

Uo.  EO-S,  107-103,  114 
ITo.  50-7,  103 
Erancporcation  Div. ,  84 
i'ricrucville,  126 
trout dale,  Ore.,  S6 


537th  Scab, 

Gp  •  f 

S7, 

43, 

154 

391st  Bomb. 

fro. , 

116 

3P3c.  Signal 

Go., 

id-O 

594th  Bonb. 

fro  . , 

45, 

111 

United  Ain -den,  1,  11,  16,  24,  29,  69, 
73,  74-75,  78,  80-31,  CF-34,  S3,  126 
ISO 

United  ITn.tions,  167 
United  States  Amy  Air  Forces  in  the 
United  Kingdom  (U3AAPUK) ,  1,  16, 
35-26,  125,  127,  ISO,  169 
Headnuarfc  ers ,  25 

United  States  Strategic  nir  Forces  in 
Duron©  (TJSSiAs),  16,  49  f  96,  16S-169 
Uoper  Heyford,  1C8 
USilZAF,  S3 

Uxbridge,  !V ,  4Q-*1,  53,  150 


T 


Vaequeriette,  156-134 

Van  Anti em ,  It.,  137 

Thnnant,  Lx.  Col.  C.  P.,  49 

Vends villa,  135-136 

Vcnlo,  143 

Very  pirtol,  98 

VHF  coar-tuaicption,  *A 

von  Eolnits,  IKj.  A.  E. ,  122^-122 


Uanloy  ConDon,  85 

Far  Douartaenfc ,  4,  8-9,  11-15,  20-25, 
58-63,  67,  30,  169 
C-4  Section,  21 
< a.vell ,  Gen.,  3 

AffiAALZ  Intelligence.  JllASCXA,  148 
Ueeton,  96 

Ueylsnd,  Brig.  Ccn.  0.  P.,  39 
Villijms,  Brig,  Gen.  P.  L.,  23 
Uillims,  S/S,gt.  G.  U . ,  124 
>i’intarboumc  Stoker,  100 
Uoensdrecht ,  136 
‘  ,'orld  Far  1,1 


Zeebrug~e,  126 
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KEKOSUffiDOK  POE  QQ!TJ>saflKW  GEE3RAL,  AEMT  AIR  FQHC.3S:  (Attention 
Assistant  Chief  of  Air  Staff,  Intelligence,  Historical  Division) 


Subject!  Critique  of  Army  Air  Forces  Historical  Studies: 

Ho.  32,  Ninth  Air  Force  in  the  EUTO.  16  October  1943 
to  16  April  1944 
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KBiWORAHBOK  FOP.  THE  COMKANTXlf?  OEJrEPAL,  ARMY  AIR  FORCBSt  (Attention 
Assistant  Chief  of  Air  Staff,  Intelligence,  Historical  Dieieion) 

Subject:  Crltiqme  of  Amjr  Air  Forces  Historical  Studies: 

He.  32,  Klnth  Air  Force  in  the  MO,  October  1943 
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jTvrr,  7J7V  TV  *>  -  t- 

Assiat«8t  Chiftf  of  vlr 


:,1'"  A~''i  Al?  7V.-;C  v3:  (Attention 

Intelll^ene#,  Historical  Uitieiou) 


Subject:  Srltloaa  of  Army  Air  forces  Historical  fttiaiass 

’’0-  3".  fflr^h  Air  7<?rg4  1 j»  J&a  ik  October.  1943 

1&1&&Z UISM 


